
 
GOLF AUSTRALIA 

Level 3, 95 Coventry Street 
South Melbourne Victoria 3205 

Australia 
Reg No: A0048256Z 
ARBN: 118 151 894 

ABN: 54 118 151 894 
Telephone: 61 3 9626 5050 
Facsimile: 61 3 9626 5095 

 

Memo 
To: Member States, Member Clubs, GMA 

c.c.: Golf Australia Rules, Amateur Status, Handicapping & Course 
Rating Committee, Golf Link 

From: Simon Magdulski 

Date: 21 December 2006 

Subject: Golf Australia Handicapping System 

 
Dear All,
 
Firstly, thank you to those who have engaged so far in the discussion regarding a single 
course rating system in Australia as a result of the Golf Australia memo dated 5 December.  
(For those who haven’t seen the memo and would like a copy please contact either myself or 
your state association.  It is also downloadable from the handicapping section of the Golf 
Australia website – go to Playing the Game, then Rules, Handicapping, and Regulations, 
then Handicapping & Course Rating.  The Golf Australia website address is 
www.golfaustralia.org.au.) 
 
We strongly encourage you to respond to this paper in order that your views may be taken 
into consideration.  (Clubs should remember to copy their responses to both Golf Australia 
and their state association.) 
 
Included in the 5 December memo was advice that details of the proposed handicapping 
system would follow the distribution of our thoughts on course rating.  The Golf Australia 
Rules, Amateur Status, Handicapping & Course Rating Committee has signed-off on a draft 
version of this handicapping system which was at a stage where it was ready to be put 
forward to the industry for consideration – this is attached as indicated.  Any feedback 
should be provided to Golf Australia by 4 April 2007.  The Committee will then consider 
and work through the supplied comments.  Clubs should again remember to copy feedback to 
both their state association and Golf Australia (please be aware that state associations may 
request their clubs to respond by an earlier date). 
 
REASON FOR A NEW SYSTEM 

As you will be aware we currently have in Australia a situation where women’s handicaps are 
maintained in accordance with Golf Australia’s Women’s Handicapping & Course Rating 
Systems with men’s handicaps being maintained in accordance with Golf Australia’s Men’s 
Handicapping & Course Rating Systems.  Whilst these systems are similar, they do exhibit a 
range of inconsistencies.  Following the merger of the bodies that created and maintained 
these systems (WGA & AGU), Golf Australia moved to review the existing regulations. 
 
The purpose of the review though was not only to address the inconsistencies, it was also to 
consider the capacity of these systems to meet general handicapping objectives.  (The latter 
purpose being significantly encouraged by the many comments and submissions WGA and 
the AGU received over time from all levels of the golf community.)  The merger of the two 
bodies consequently acted as a catalyst in instigating a review which has been on the cards 
for some time. 
 
(Whilst there will be a single system, golfers should be aware that a woman’s scores will 
continue to be handicapped solely against other women’s scores & standards, whilst a man’s 
scores will be handicapped predominantly against other men’s scores & standards.) 
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THE PROPOSED NEW SYSTEM 

This is a single and uniform system for both men and women and is the end result of a 
process that involved formal consultation with each state association (women’s and men’s) 
together with consideration of feedback (both written and verbal) provided by many clubs and 
individuals over an extended period of time.  It also involved investigation and consideration 
of the major international systems operating around the world which is reflected in the framing 
of some regulations.  (Whilst costs attached to implementation of a system such as the US 
Slope System are prohibitive at this stage, such an option will continue to be monitored.) 
 
The proposed new system is an improved version of the existing women’s and men’s 
systems.  It upholds the integrity of Australian handicapping and also builds on the following 
key objectives: 

• Accessibility 
• Opportunity 
• Flexibility 
• Equality 

It additionally provides greater guidance for clubs and is more user-friendly. 
 
Encouraging participation in the game of golf and fostering golf as a game for life is integral to 
every function of Golf Australia and it is critical that handicapping be a leader in this regard. 
 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT CHANGES 

Significant changes (other than cosmetic changes) are denoted in the attached 
document by text which is in bold, is underlined, and is italicised. 
 

• Definitions – Australian Men’s Handicap and Men’s Club Handicap able to be held by 
a female (in addition to her female handicap) at the discretion of her Home Club 
(Committees may prevent entry to a competition field based on gender).  Provides 
extra flexibility to clubs and particularly to elite level females (and females in very 
small clubs) wanting to get a greater degree of competition. 

• Definitions – Professionals able to hold all categories of handicap (Section 6 allows a 
club to limit access to Australian Handicaps only to Amateurs).  (Committees may 
prevent entry to a competition field based on gender.)  Provides greater flexibility to 
clubs and greater accessibility and opportunity. 

• Definitions – Extra Day Scores included (new term for men).  Section 4.3 more 
specific about when these sorts of scores may be used (borrows from European Golf 
Association System).  More explicit and descriptive. 

• Definitions – Marker broadened to be consistent with allowances of Rules of Golf. 
• Section 4.1 requires player playing within competition field (but who hasn’t entered 

competition) to submit score for handicapping.  Clarifies requirements and improves 
transparency. 

• Section 4.2 strongly recommends clubs to conduct daily Ball Competitions.  Provides 
additional option for player to return card for handicapping without the greater 
regulation that would be imposed by requiring all social rounds to be handicapped.  
Provides additional revenue stream option for clubs, and option for provision of 
improved service to members and facility users.  Greater accessibility and flexibility. 

• Section 4.4 combines existing men’s and women’s Four-Ball regulations.  
Handicapping of these scores will be a MAY if the conditions are met.  Done for 
consistency also clarifies requirements. 

• Section 4.5 requires a committee to determine prior to commencement of a 
competition of less than 18 holes whether it is to be used for handicapping. Clarifies 
requirements and improves transparency. 

• Section 4.7 sets out novelty events that may be used for handicapping and the 
surrounding conditions. Clarifies requirements and improves transparency. 

• Sections 4.11 and 4.12 incorporate women’s decisions table and combines decisions 
of existing systems.  Also more explicit and descriptive. 

• Section 6 requires clubs to have a designated officer/committee responsible for 
handicapping.  Clarifies and formalises what all clubs will already have in place. 
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• Section 7 allows a visited club to apply a temporary handicap to a player in a situation 
where any away rounds are not immediately being processed within the player’s 
official handicap record.  Provides committees with greater flexibility. 

• Section 8 overhauls process for allotting an Australian Handicap.  Uses best 3 of 5 
cards.  Requires Club Handicap to be allotted after 3 cards submitted.  Adopts 
women’s method for adjusting cards.  Maximum men’s handicap extended to 36 (NB 
committees should remember they may institute a maximum playing handicap for any 
competition they conduct – eg a player with an Australia Handicap of 29 may have 
their handicap for an event reduced to 25 if the conditions require).  No limit to be 
applied by clubs to exact handicaps.  This will encourage older players to remain 
actively engaged for longer (this is important from both a golf and a broader social 
perspective).  Also makes golf more inclusive and accessible for the less-skilled 
player and the beginner. 

• Section 9 – new handicap adjustment table (NB no .2 increase to any category).  
Better balances conflicting considerations of providing incentive for high marker to 
reduce handicap against concern over significant reduction of handicap by 
established player who has “day out” but who rarely plays to initial handicap.  Also 
makes more equitable the handicap adjustment process of high compared to low 
markers. 

• Section 9.7 provides compromise position on player who submits handicap-altering 
score that is not processed before competing in subsequent stroke play competition.  
Provides flexibility for committee without necessitating disqualification of player. 

• Section 10.1 only requires 3 cards to be submitted annually.  More in keeping with 
international standards and provides for improved accessibility and flexibility. 

• Section 10.4 further clarifies procedure for player returning to golf after extended lay-
off.  Provides greater guidance. 

• Women able to hold plus Australian Handicaps.  For both men and women, if the 
player has an exact handicap of +0.6 or greater, their respective playing Australian 
Handicap is the rounded figure.  (NB This is an earlier change that was held over until 
the new system was to be introduced.)  Removes the previous handicapping 
advantage gained by this group of players due to the consideration of prestige that 
was attached to plus markers. 

• Section 12.3 provides non-Home Club committees the flexibility to allow the use of 
Women’s Club Handicaps.  Provides committees with greater flexibility. 

• Section 13 – men’s general handicap alteration procedure included and tightened re 
what a club committee is actually required to do.  Provides greater guidance. 

 
We hope this provides a solid understanding of the proposed new Golf Australia 
Handicapping System and we look forward to receiving your comments on it.  Remember that 
a handicapping system is for the people who use it, not the designers, so if you have any 
thoughts we strongly encourage you to submit them to us. 
 
REMINDER 
Final date for feedback on the Course Rating information – 5 March 2007. 
Final date for feedback on the Handicapping proposal – 4 April 2007. 
Remember to copy feedback to both your state association and Golf Australia. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any queries at all on any of the matters covered. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Simon Magdulski 
Manager – Rules & Handicapping 
 
Email – simonm@golfaustralia.org.au 
Direct phone – (03) 9626 5023 


