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Welcome
Golf Australia is in full swing for 2007 and what a start to the 

year with our golden girl Karrie Webb taking out her third Austra-
lian Open – it was a thrilling week at Royal Sydney.

We are also well on the way in executing new initiatives to en-
hance amateur player development, including the  introduction of 
the new Trans Tasman Cup and bringing together for the first time 
the men’s and women’s Australian Amateur Championships. 

We hope you enjoy our first edition for the year, especially  
Graham Banister’s remarkable come-back to golf. 

On behalf of the team, we would like to thank everyone for their 
support of the 2007 MFS Women’s Australian Open.

We hope you are as excited as we are about the year ahead.

Tony Hallam,  
Chief Executive Officer of Golf Australia

Right People, Right Place
www.golfaustralia.org.au

Australia has won the inaugural Trans Tasman Cup 
by one point after surviving a thrilling charge from the 
New Zealanders at The Royal Canberra Golf Club, on 
Tuesday 20 – Friday 23 February.

The home side went into the foursome matches 
ahead by three but the Kiwis pounced, seizing five of 
the last eight points to almost snatch victory but just fell 
short 24 ½ to 23 ½.

Despite winning overall, the Aussies only managed 
to come out on top of one of the four categories with 
the girls flying the flag. Their 9 ½ to 2 ½ victory gave 
Australia enough of a cushion to scrape home and 
claim the trophy.

This exciting new championship consolidates four 
existing amateur championships played against New 
Zealand, the Clare Higson Trophy, Sloan Morpeth 
Trophy, Junior Tasman and Tasman Cup. This format 
has been created to deliver a prestigious championship, 
raise the level of rivalry and create a greater profile for 
these important amateur championships.

Australia holds on to win the inaugural Trans Tasman Cup!
Results

Trans Tasman Cup Australia 24 ½ defeated  
New Zealand 23 ½ 

sloan Morpeth 
Trophy (Open Men)

New Zealand 8 defeated 
Australia 4

Clare Higson  
Trophy (Boys) 

New Zealand 6 ½ defeated 
Australia 5 ½

Tasman Cup  
(Open Women) 

New Zealand 6 ½ defeated 
Australia 5 ½

Junior Tasman 
Trophy (Girls) 

Australia 9 ½ defeated  
New Zealand 2 ½

Louise Osborne chats with Tony Hallam about 
Golf Australia’s first year and plans for the 
future. 

What has been the highlight for Golf Australia 
since the amalgamation in February 2006?

Definitely the positive momentum created for the 
game of golf in Australia, thanks to the help of everyone 
in the industry. For our team it’s also been the positive 
outcomes from the MFS Australian Opens, Men’s and 
Women’s as well as the recent Australian Amateur 
Championships.

Do you believe Golf Australia’s first year has 
been a success?

We’ve come a long way. We have developed a strategic 
plan based on listening and communicating with our 
stakeholders from player and club level to corporate 
and government. 

Building our team in key areas has been paramount 
with the appointments of golf expert, Peter Knight as 
Elite Player Development Manager, Olympic champion, 
Nick Green OAM as Game and Club Development and 
leading businessman, Paul McNamee as Executive 
Chairman of the Australian Opens. 

Together we have played a fundamental role in re 
invigorating not only the Opens but also the Trans 
Tasman Cup and the Amateur Championships as 
well as other initiatives such as the Club Assistance 
Program. Raising the profile of these events and our 
work provides inspirational support to Australian junior 
and senior players and adds to the overall promotion 
of golf in Australia with our ultimate aim to increase 
participation at a grassroots level. 

On the surface it seems like it’s all about the 
tournaments but behind the scenes vital groundwork 
has been done in setting up the all important systems 
and processes aimed at streamlining the organisation. 
As part of this streamlining process there has been an 
enormous amount of work put into the development 
and design of our new logo and branding, including our 
website. Our aim is to have Golf Australia recognised 
nationally as your one stop shop for all there is to 
know about golf in Australia. We have succeeded 
in an overall boost to the profile of golf through the 
strength of our relationships in both the corporate and 
media worlds. This raised profile has really reignited an 
interest in the game and is evident through an increase 
in the attendance figures and television ratings for  
the Opens. 

I am very pleased with the first year, however I 
recognise there is a long way to go. Now that we have 
the right people at the right place from junior to senior 
team members, there is a lot we can achieve which is 
why our strategic plan takes us through to 2009.

Where do you see Golf Australia in 2009?

We’ve got our work cut out for us over the next few 
years and we are up for the challenge. We’re already 
proud of the standards we’ve set this year but we’ll be 
raising the bar each year. Our challenge is to grow the 
sport as a whole. 

Throughout 2006 and into 2007 we have focussed 
on the set up and systems. Once they’re in place, 
although never static, we will be focussing more and 
more on development and building our membership 
and corporate relationships. 

By 2009 we want to have built a strong organisation 
that has the capability and capacity to help the game 
grow. To survive in the ever changing lifestyle and 
environmental conditions it is imperative that we plan 
ahead, and develop new ways to ensure the game 
remains relevant today.

Team photo
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The Vines Golf Club, SA  
Paul Sutcliffe – Manager 

South Australia Water has allowed 
us a permit to water the greens three 
times per week. The greens are in 

sensational condition. Fairways have been very dry 
and we have to rely on our dam water. It’s an unusual 
situation to be able to put recycled water back down 
the bore and store for when the water is needed. 
We have a semi drought proof golf course and are 
a leader of above and below ground storage. During 
the past five years we are one or two golf courses 
who recycle water.

Spring Valley Golf Club, VIC  
John Stamp – General Manager  

The development of an infrastructure 
over the last 50 years has significantly 
made us drought resistant. We 

have just renewed a 15 year permit which enables 
a facility to store water from surrounding areas by 
diverting water to fill our dams and an excess backup 
through the bore water. Over the Christmas period we 
managed to collect 44mm, resulting in replenished 
dams, up by 70%. This shows the significance of the 
system over a short period of time.

Manly Golf Club, NSW  
Ken Manders – General Manager  

We have access to bore water 
supply and the reasonable amount 
of rain recently has kept our greens 

maintained. The Club recently received a grant to 
have recycled water supplied from the Council and 
NSW Water.

Mount Lawley Golf Club, WA  
Lindsay Stade – General Manager  

Water shortage is nowhere near as 
bad in Western Australia as other 
parts of Australia. There are some 

restrictions but we pump our own water bores. We’re 
not struggling in terms of limited water supplies and 
the Club is very lucky to be fully self sufficient.

Brookwater Golf Club, QLD  
Mark Holland – General Manager  

We use effluent water which is supplied 
by our local council. Quantity is not an 
issue but quality definitely is. Effluent 

water is treated to make it usable on the greens. We 
remove the bicarbonates. This helps us push sodium 
through profile. Effluent water is full of salt and is 
removed during the treating process.  
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Letters, feedback and emails welcome

Amateur Champion wins Riversdale Cup 
By George BeggGolf Australia

 

teetimes April/May 2007

12 April – 15 April  
Men’s SAGA Invitational 
Royal Adelaide GC, SA

16 April   
Mandurah Easter Amateur Open 
Mandurah Country Club, WA

16 April – 19 April     
Australian Boys’ Interstate Teams Matches 
Royal Perth GC, WA

30 April – 3 May     
Western Australian Women’s 72  
– Hole Strokeplay, Lake Karrinyup CC, WA

30 April – 4 May 
Tasmanian Women’s Amateur Championship 
Kingston Beach GC, TAS

Responsible water usage
How are you keeping the greens alive?

Golf Australia would like to remind all golfers, golf 
clubs, golf associations, club distributors, and retail 
outlets that continued planning is required for the 
full introduction of the new driver rule effective from 
January 1 2008, which will limit drivers having a 
spring-like effect. Care should be taken to ensure 
that any modification to a driver head does not alter 
its playing characteristics. 

The status of a driver can be checked via the 
Golf Australia website. Two lists are available; one 

conforming to the Rules of Golf as at January 1 
2008, and a list of drivers not conforming to the 
Rules of Golf as at January 1 2008.  Visit www.
golfaustralia.org.au (go to Playing the Game – Rules 
Handicapping, and Regulations – Rules of Golf 
– Equipment).  Any driver marketed prior to the 1st 
of January 1999 is automatically considered to be 
conforming and on the Conforming List (unless 
specifically ruled otherwise).

New Driver Rule effective January 2008

Australian Amateur Champion Tim Stewart put 
his golf game into overdrive to take off the famed 
Riversdale Cup in Melbourne recently. After seeing 
his NSW teammates secure the Australian Amateur 
Foursomes Championship the day before the 72 
hole event started, the re-vamped Riversdale course 
layout proved to be to the big hitting New South 
Welshman’s liking when he had rounds of 70, 66, 
68 and 75 for a total of 279 to hold the renowned  
cup aloft. 

Stewart who was the overnight leader going into 
the final round of the112th playing of the famous 
72 hole amateur tournament learnt during his round 
that Queenslander Andrew Dodt had completed 
the event at 8 under the card with a magnificent 
68 in the gusty conditions that the last round was 
played in.

Stewart had surrendered the lead in the tournament 
after bogeying the par five 15th hole in a day that 
had seen him drop six shots up until the downhill par 

four 16th. With a shot that finished two metres from 
the hole and a subsequent birdie on the par three 
17th, he took on the shortish par four 18th with his 
driver as he knew that he had to pull something out 
of the hat to taste victory once again. 

“I had been driving well all week and decided that I 
had to give it a go after I found out that I was square 
with Andrew when I was standing on the 72nd tee,” 
he said afterwards. 

Although he had led the famed amateur stoke 
play event for three rounds, he admitted after his 
victory that he had played the final round “under  
extreme pressure”. 

Dod’t whose third round 76 may have cost him the 
title played excellent golf carding rounds of 67, 69, 
76 and 68 to finish one stroke behind Stewart. He 
said after his final round, “Today was the best that I 
played all week but it was not good enough for me to 
win the title! A number of putts just missed the cup 
so I could have had anything,” he said. 

By George Begg

 In the 49th playing of the Women’s 
Riversdale Cup, young Riversdale member 
In-Hong Lim successfully defended the title 
that she won for the first time in the 2006 
event with a score of 72, 72, 73 and 74 to 
win by three strokes from Kingston Heath’s 
Emma Bennett and Ryde Parramatta’s 
Jessica Noh who both finished on 294 after 
they carded rounds of 77, 69, 73 and 74 and 
78, 71, 72 and 73 respectively.

Despite her calm demeanour on the 
course, Lim admitted later that she was 
“quite nervous” going into the final round and 
that she felt honoured to have successfully 
defended the title for the second successive 
year. She hopes to be able to make a three-
peat when the 50th playing of the famous 
event takes place next year.

Two in row for Lim
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How does it feel to have the right 
to play for $52 million AUS a year, 
having recently qualified for the 
Champions Tour?

It feels surreal. I turned 50 last year 
and now I’m playing for all that money 
against people I idolise.

I never thought I could ever do this. 
I’ve been inundated with text messages 
and phone calls from people saying 
they’ve seen my scores on the Golf 
Channel. I thought I was doing it on the 
quiet – perhaps not…

How does it feel to be playing 
your last ever amateur tournament 
in Australia?

It’s great. I’m thrilled to be back in 
Australia, especially for the Australian 
Mid Amateur Championship. The 
interest I’ve had from media is amazing. 
I didn’t think I would ever be much of 
a story.

Is it true that you only played 
your first ever competitive golf 
tournament in 25 years in 2004?

Sure is. When I was younger I 
use to play. At 16 years of age I 
finished second to Greg Norman in 
the 1972 Queensland State Junior 
Championship in Australia. So I was 
up there with Greg, it’s just he ended 
up with a bigger boat and helicopter 
than me!

I didn’t get a coach until this time last 
year. Its funny, companies have been 
throwing gloves, shoes, clothes at me– 
I’m happy if that’s the way it works.

You’re kidding – you didn’t have 
a coach?

No coach… 

What has gotten you back into the 
sport?

Well my kids are older, the business 
is well underway and by chance one 
of my friends talked me into playing a 
mid amateur tournament. I didn’t even 
know what a mid amateur tournament 
was! It all took off from there. I played 
six or seven major amateur events last 
year and have now made it through 
the final stage of Champions Tour Q 
School.

So what’s next on the agenda?

After my last amateur tournament in 
Cape Shank, Victoria, I head to Hawaii 
to play my first professional tournament 
for US $1.5 million, as part of the 
Champions Tour (previously known as 
the Senior PGA Tour). It works out well, 
as Hawaii is on the way back to my 
home in the States. 

How long have you been living in 
America? Do you play golf in your 
home town?

I’ve been in the States for ten years 
now and am currently based in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. It’s where my business 
operates from. I fit in a bit of golf by 
playing with the Carolina State team. 
I still consider myself an Aussie. They 
call me ‘the mate’ in Raleigh.

What type of business do you 
operate?

I’m the President and CEO of 
Residential Management Systems 
(RMS Inc). We provide residential 
management and telecommunications 
software systems to a broad client 
based.  For example, we provide the US 
with a University Student Card facility. 
We have offices in North America and 
Australia.

So how are you going to balance 
your successful work life with your 
golf?

I’m not sure how I will manage. I 
guess we’ll have to wait and find out. 

Thanks for your time Graham. 
Best of luck on the Champions 
Tour, we will all be watching.

Thanks. Not really sure what I’m 
doing. I know nothing about pro golf…
but I’m excited!!

(Something tells us Graham knows 
more than he’s letting on)

The 2006 Peugeot Women’s Classic 
national final has been won by Rumiko 
Takahashi, Yoshiko Katsumi and Julie 
Khiew from The Royal Perth Golf Club. 
The ladies took out Australia’s only 
team amateur event for women, with 
a total score of 57. Finishing a close 
second was the Ulverstone team from 
Tasmania, captained by 14 year old 
Sarah Johnstone, finishing with 55 
points.

With the challenging combination of 
well positioned bunkers and the fast 
greens, the six state finalists displayed 
great dexterity on the course. The 
leader board remained tight throughout 
the day as all women demonstrated 
their competitive spirit.

The girls were over the moon 
with their win. “It’s unbelievable. We 

expected to come to Sydney for a  
holiday and some shopping time, we  
never thought we could win; now 
we’re off to Paris! Thank you so much!” 
enthused Rumiko.

With their national final victory the 
ladies are now off to Paris, to compete 
in the Peugeot International Pro AM.

After the success of the 2006 
Peugeot Women’s Classic, the Classic 
is back in 2007! Keep an eye out 
for registration information on www.
peugeotwomensclassic.com.au

NATIONAL WINNERS: Rumiko 
Takahashi, Julie Khiew, Yoshiko 
Katsumi from Royal Perth Golf Club, 
WA with Rob Dommerson, Managing 
Director of Peugeot Automobiles 
Australia.

REMINDER TO ALL CLUBS – Visiting Golf Link Card Holders

Group celebrations held for  
the Peugeot Women’s Classic 
National Final winners

It’s never too late…. 
Interview with Graham Banister 

16 year old selected for new  
Junior Golf Advisory Board

Sixteen year old Priya Khanna, a 
member from the Riversdale Golf Club 
has joined the newly created Junior 
Golf Advisory Board. This exciting role 
is a dream come true for any teenager 

keen to make a difference in Australian 
sports. To appoint such a young gun is a 
first for Golf Australia and participating 
at a Board level is a privilege not many 
teenagers experience. 

Priya, with a handicap of seven, 
was recommended by Women’s Golf 
Victoria. Priya will have the opportunity 
to express a junior’s point of view 
and add valuable input for Australian 
junior golf. She will add to the future 
development of policies and strategies 
that foster participation in junior 
golf. The Board’s aim is to provide 
high quality golf programs for young 
people, through schools, clubs and 
other facilities which will actively 
engage juniors, ultimately increasing 
participation in all forms of golf. 

Golf Link is now rolled out to nearly 1000 clubs across 
Australia and is servicing the needs of more than 380,000 
golfers. One of the significant advantages of Golf Link is 
the ability for golfers to play at clubs around the country, 

present their Golf Link card for competitions, confirm their handicap and have the 
score electronically entered into Golf Link at the completion of the competition.

We need all clubs to follow this procedure for it to work efficiently. One area of 
special attention is visiting golfers where cards are not being processed at all, or 
unnecessary delays occur with cards being posted back to the home club.

Please remind your operational staff to ask all visitors for their Golf Link card 
when entering competitions and ensure they are processed along with your own 
club members.



� Golf Australia :: issue 1, Volume � www.golfaustralia.org.au

Tasmanian claims victory 
in the 2006 Fisher and 
Paykel Classic
The Fisher & Paykel Classic is a unique, individual 

event, allowing female amateur golfers to take their 

love of the sport from a recreational pursuit to the next 

level. The three stages of the Classic see participants 

play at a local level to qualify for the state final, with the 

two best scores in each state receiving an all expenses 

paid trip to Sydney to compete in the national final.

The national final was held from January 30 – January 

31 at Terrey Hills Golf Club and Avondale Golf Club, 

respectively. The first day was a scorcher, compared to 

a milder day two, yet the immaculate greens provided 

ideal playing conditions for the girls. 

The two days were long and at times proved somewhat 

challenging. However, not for Julie Tass from Ulverstone 

Golf Club, Tasmania, who took out the national final with 

a total score of 69. Finishing closely behind her on 64 

was Uschi Dold from The Coast Golf Club, NSW.

This inaugural event has attracted more than 22,000 

registrations from more than 540 clubs around 

Australia. The success of this years’ tournament is the 

beginning of great things to come for women’s golf and 

highlights the demand for competition play at amateur 

level in Australia. 

Webb claims 
MFS Australian 
Open title

Karrie Webb has 
completed an historic 
victory in the 2007 
MFS Women’s 
Australian Open in a 
dominant display of 
women’s golf.

After firing an opening 
round of 67, Webb 
never looked back, 
leaving a talented and 
glamorous field of 

Australians and internationals in her wake. She shot 
a final round of 72 to finish six strokes ahead of Yun-
Jye Wei (Chinese Taipei) who put up a great fight but 
was unable to overhaul the world number three.

It was Webb’s third Australian Open victory and one 
that she will savour, having once again displayed that 
she is one of the greatest golfing talents Australia 
has ever produced.

In accepting the Patricia Bridges Bowl, Webb 
thanked Golf Australia, Royal Sydney and the fans 
that helped make the event such a success.

“You made this a very special week and I really 
enjoyed playing in front of you. Thank you to Royal 
Sydney for having us out here. It’s a world class event 
and this is a world class venue, so thank you.”

Other top Australian performers this week included 
Sarah Kemp who started strongly with a first round 
of 66 and Katherine Hull who posted the lowest ever 
score by a woman at Royal Sydney with a final round 
of 65.

The glamorous return of the Women’s Australian 
Open attracted an attendance of 21,020 people 
who filed through the gates at Royal Sydney to see 
the world’s best female golfers in action. 

Executive Chairman of the Australian Opens, Paul 
McNamee said he was delighted with the response 
of Australian fans.

“The crowds out here today, are a true testament 
to the future of Australian women’s golf. We’ve 
enjoyed putting on the skill, talent and glamour and 
congratulate our golden girl, Karrie Webb. We would 
also like to acknowledge all the international and 
home-grown talent who together have made the 
2007 MFS Women’s Australian Open a fantastic 
event.”

Whether you are looking for cash, income or growth 
investment fund options or a combination of all three, 
MFS offers a range of innovative investment products that 
can help you achieve your financial aims and aspirations. 

At MFS we have investment 
funds to suit various tastes

MFS Investment Management Limited (ABN 20 101 634 146) (AFSL 246 553) is the issuer of interests 
in each of the MFS Premium Income Fund (ARSN 090 687 577), the MFS Dynamic Growth Equity Fund  
(ARSN 121 833 092) and the MFS Cash Enhanced Fund (ARSN 118 285 760). This information has 
been prepared without taking into account your individual objectives, financial situations or needs. 
Before making an investment decision you should obtain and read the product disclosure statement 
for the relevant fund, available by calling MFS on 131 637 or at www.mfsgroup.com.au.

Cash •   Income •  Growth

The choice is yours. To find out more, call 
MFS for a Product Disclosure Statement. 131-MFS (131-637)

REGISTER ONLINE
Do you want to keep up to date with golf in Australia?

Then register online to receive the Golf Australia newsletter bi-monthly and receive three printed copies per year.

Register and you’ll also have the opportunity to win prizes and be the first to receive special offers.

Just visit www.golfaustralia.org.au to register your details.

MFS Australian Open 
makes Sydney home for 
the next three years
Golf Australia has announced a three year deal with 
the NSW Government to hold the Australian Open in 
Sydney over 2007 – 2009. 

Making the announcement from the picture perfect 
backdrop of the Park Hyatt rooftop was New South 
Wales Premier, the Honourable Morris Iemma and 
Executive Chairman of the Australian Opens, Golf 
Australia, Mr Paul McNamee.

Premier Iemma said, “The MFS Australian Open is one 
of the great showpiece events on the national sporting 
calendar and I am delighted that it will call Sydney home 
for another three years. 

McNamee said, “It’s a great moment for golf in Australia. 
We are thrilled to have the NSW Government’s support 
and greatly appreciate their commitment to our national 
championship for the next three years.

“It’s important to be able to lock into a market place.  
It gives us an opportunity to grow the event with a 
sustainable economic model and build on the record 
breaking success of the 2006 MFS Australian Open 
at Royal Sydney.

“What’s also ideal is that at the same time we have 
the opportunity to rotate the event on a range of world 
class courses which Sydney has to offer.

The 2007 MFS Australian Open will be held at the 
prestigious Australian Golf Club, Bannerman Road in 
Rosebery, NSW.

Water Management
Golf clubs need to ask themselves these 
questions and plan ahead:

• Do you know where your water comes from?

• Do you know how much you use?

• What is the water quality?

• What volume is available?

• What is the sustainability of the water supply?

• What alternatives are available?

To compile a responsible golf course water 
management plan, please contact the Australian 
Golf Course Superintendents’ Association on 
(03) 9548 8600 or

email info@agcsa.com.au.


