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Dear All,
 
The past 18 months has seen the Golf Australia Handicapping & Course Rating Committee (and, 
prior to this Committee’s inception, the Golf Australia Rules, Amateur Status, Handicapping & 
Course Rating Committee) engage in a widely-publicised process of moving towards a single Golf 
Australia Handicapping & Course Rating System for both men and women.   
 
(Whilst there will be a single system, golfers should be aware that a woman’s scores will continue 
to be handicapped solely against other women’s scores & standards, whilst a man’s scores will be 
handicapped solely against other men’s scores & standards.) 
 
To date this process has seen Golf Australia engage broadly with all elements of the industry, 
culminating in the recent National Handicapping & Course Rating Forum, in order to ensure that all 
views are canvassed and considered. 
 
The next key component of the pathway involves the conduct of a wide-ranging statistical review of 
women’s scores.  This will enable the Committee to best structure the regulations regarding 
automatic amendment of handicaps. 
 
In the meantime, as the Committee continues to move the process forward, continual updating of 
the procedural and general components of the men’s and women’s Australian Handicapping 
Systems will occur. 
 
With this in mind, the Golf Australia Handicapping & Course Rating Committee has decided to 
adopt the below regulations for both the men’s and women’s systems as a part of its move towards 
methodological uniformity.  All changes will come into effect on 1 January 2008 (or otherwise 
as soon as possible after this time): 

♦ HANDICAPS IN USE FOR VARIOUS EVENTS (EXPLANATORY NOTES RE CHANGES – 
Women’s committees are now provided the same flexibility as men’s committees by being permitted to 
use a fraction of full handicaps for the purpose of determining competition prize winners and results, or 
for match play events.  This flexibility should only be utilised in occasional or novelty events. 
However, full handicaps (and not fractions of handicaps) must be used in all circumstances when 
calculating the net scores that are to be used at the point when scores are processed for handicapping 
purposes. 
Example – A committee uses ¾ handicaps for a novelty Stableford event.  A competitor’s Australian 

Handicap is 20.  Their score off their 20 handicap is 36 and that is what their exact handicap 
is adjusted against.  However their handicap for the competition is 15 (ie ¾ of 20) which 
gives them a Stableford score for the competition of 31.  When determining the player’s 
position in the field, it is the score of 31 that is used. 

The below guidelines are the strong recommendations of Golf Australia. They are in effect throughout 
Australia, except where a Committee decides to proceed otherwise. When processing a competition for 
handicapping purposes, the Australian Women’s/Men’s Handicapping System MUST be adhered to 
(which includes mandatory use of FULL handicaps). 
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MATCH PLAY 

Singles: The number of strokes given is the full handicap difference. Where the full handicap difference 
exceeds 18, players will receive 2 or 3 strokes per hole where applicable.  When additional holes are 
required to determine the winner, strokes are awarded on the same holes as in the original round. 

Four-Ball: The number of strokes given is the full handicap difference. The lowest marker concedes 
strokes to the others including their partner. 

Example: Player A on a handicap of 10 receives nil, their partner (B) on a handicap of 24 
receives 14 strokes, C on a handicap of 35 receives 25 strokes and D on a handicap of 40 
receives 30 strokes.  (Players will receive 2 or 3 strokes per hole where applicable.) 

Foursomes: The number of strokes given is the full handicap difference between half the aggregate 
handicaps of each pair.  Fractions of a ½ round up to the next highest number. 

Example i: A’s handicap is 20 and B’s handicap is 15; total playing handicap is 17½.  Their 
opponents C & D’s handicaps are 20 & 18 respectively; total playing handicap is 19.  The 
difference is 1½, so C & D receive 2 strokes. 

Note – It is essential to always follow the order of calculation steps as employed in this example. 

Example ii: A’s handicap is 15 and B’s handicap is 5; total playing handicap is 10.  Their 
opponents C & D’s handicaps are 30 & 14 respectively; total playing handicap is 22.  The 
difference is 12 which is the allowance C & D receive. 

 
STROKE PLAY 

Stroke (Medal): Full handicap. 

Par and Stableford: Full handicap. 

Foursomes: ½ combined handicap (in the final application the fraction should be used, eg 18½ not 19). 

Four-Ball Par & Stableford: As above for par & Stableford. Note – In Foursomes, Canadian Foursomes, 
Four-Ball Par & Stableford, each individual’s handicap MUST appear on each returned score card. 

Canadian Foursomes or American Foursomes (American Foursomes are also known as Chapman 
or Pinehurst Foursomes): Combined handicap � fraction used. 

Eclectic Competitions: A fraction, eg � or ½, of the player’s handicap at the beginning of the last round 
of the competition. 

Nine-Hole Events: With nine-hole medal play events, half the player’s full handicap should be used (with 
.5 being rounded up). For par & Stableford events, the stroke index should be applied as per in an 18-hole 
event. 

♦ PLAYER COMPETES IN A COMPETITION ROUND BEFORE A PREVIOUS 
HANDICAP-ALTERING SCORE IS PROCESSED (EXPLANATORY NOTES RE CHANGES – 
Players not required to administer their own handicaps, committees able to amend net scores after a 
competition has closed in order to account for delayed processing of previous handicap-altering scores.) 
In a situation where a player competes in a competition round before a previous handicap-altering score is 
processed, their correct Australian Men’s or Women’s Handicap will be that displayed by either GOLF Link 
or (for clubs not operating within the GOLF Link system) such other display item as designated by their 
Home Club (even if they are aware of what their new handicap will be). 

(NB The handicapping system provisions which enable a Visited Club to temporarily amend a player’s 
handicap will govern in the event of a conflict between those provisions and these provisions regarding a 
player competing in a competition round before a previous handicap-altering score is processed.) 

Additionally, the Committee in charge of a competition may require a player to play off the figure their new 
handicap will be, even if their handicap is yet to be officially adjusted.  A Committee may also adjust a 
player’s handicap and net score after the player has submitted their score card in a stroke play competition 
– in such an instance, the listing of the incorrect handicap is considered to be a Committee error and 
consequently the player is not penalised.  (In a match play competition, a player’s handicap may not be 
altered after their round has commenced – any queries regarding a player’s handicap must be raised with 
the club handicap manager/committee prior to the commencement of the player’s round.) 

♦ NOVELTY EVENTS (EXPLANATORY NOTES RE CHANGES – Not automatically prevented from being 
used for handicapping.) 
Scores returned in novelty events such as Bisque Par, Three-Ball, and Aggregate Teams Events may be 
used for handicapping at the discretion of the Committee but only after conversion to a regular stroke, par, 
or Stableford format, and only if the Rules of singles stroke play have been adhered to (NB the Committee 
must make and announce its determination prior to the commencement of the round). 
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♦ CLUB HANDICAPS (EXPLANATORY NOTES RE CHANGES – More flexibility provided to competition 
committees.) 
When playing in competitions, players must play off their Australian Women’s/Men’s Handicaps, unless it 
is a specific condition of the competition that Club Handicaps are to be used. 

Note i – A Committee may require the use of Club Handicaps in any competition. 

Note ii – A Committee is permitted to require limited use of Club Handicaps as follows – players with Plus 
handicaps play off their Club Handicaps and players with exact handicaps above 45.4 for women 
and 27.4 for men play off their Australian Women’s/Men’s Handicaps. 

♦ EXTRA DAY SCORES (EXPLANATORY NOTES RE CHANGES – Increased guidance and stipulation 
that Extra Day Scores will have the same capacity to amend a player’s handicap as a competition score.) 

An Extra Day Score is any completed stroke round not in competition and may be returned on any day of 
the week. All Extra Day Scores must be returned on the course of an affiliated club and marked by any 
affiliated female or male golfer of any recognised golf club. If no WCCR/MCCR is available, the course 
AWCR/AMCR must be used in place of a CCR.  (Note – A Committee is permitted to introduce a condition 
requiring players to nominate prior to playing that their round is to count as an Extra Day Score.) 

Extra Day Scores will be accepted only for the purpose of obtaining an initial Australian Women’s/Men’s 
Handicap or to enable sufficient cards to maintain an Australian Women’s/Men’s Handicap (Extra Day 
Scores may be used at any time of the year to enable a player to accrue a sufficient number of cards to 
maintain their Australian Women’s/Men’s Handicap).  Extra Day scores WILL be used to adjust a player’s 
handicap. 

The marker must be responsible for ensuring that the player conforms to the Golf Australia regulations, the 
Rules of Golf, and the Club’s Local Rules and By-Laws and that they play from the correct tees. 

♦ PRO-AM EVENTS (EXPLANATORY NOTES RE CHANGES – Greater guidance and increased 
flexibility provided to competition committees.) 

Scores returned in Pro-Am events may be used for handicapping at the discretion of the committee, 
provided the committee makes and announces its determination prior to the commencement of the round, 
and provided one of the following requirements is met: 

(i) The Rules of singles stroke play are adhered to and each player’s hole-by-hole scores are recorded 
on the submitted score card. 

(ii) The Rules of four-ball stroke play are adhered to. 

 

Further Changes 

At the National Handicapping & Course Rating Forum held in Melbourne in August, there was 
widespread support for the maximum Australian Men’s Handicap being increased to 36.4.  The 
Golf Australia Handicapping & Course Rating Committee has adopted this recommendation and, 
together with several other changes, it is forecast for implementation on 1 April 2008.  The reason 
these changes are being held back until this time is they require changes to Golf Link and need to 
be managed accordingly. 
 
 
 
I hope the above serves to fully explain the changes and the accompanying procedures but please 
let me know if you have any queries at all.  We look forward to continuing to work with the industry 
as we further the development of what is one of the cornerstones of amateur golf – our 
handicapping and course rating systems. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Simon Magdulski 
Manager – Rules & Handicapping 
 
Email – simonm@golfaustralia.org.au 
Direct phone – (03) 9626 5023 


