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World governing body of golf visits Australia 
to promote 2008-11 Rules of Golf 

 
With a new version of the Rules of Golf set to come into effect from January 1, senior 
representatives from the R&A are currently in Australia as part of the global launch for the 
2008-11 Rules codes. 
 
David Rickman, Director of Rules and Equipment Standards and Alan Holmes, Chairman of 
the Rules of Golf Committee spoke at a media conference today during the Mastercard 
Masters at Huntingdale Golf Club in Melbourne. 
 
The pair outlined amendments made by the R&A to 28 of the 32 Rules of golf. Rickman said, 
"A lot of the changes the R&A made this year were minor drafting changes. The reason we 
made the changes is because golf is a self-regulating game, we have to make the rules easy 
to understand and the simpler, clearer language of the 2008 edition is designed to make them 
easier for players to use." 
 
While few rules have been fundamentally altered, an index has been added to the front of the 
book to summarise the book's main points. 
 
"Our hope is that this will enable most golfers to be able to find any rule or scenario by 
reference to this section. If not, it will certainly point them in the right direction," Rickman 
continued. 
 
The new Rules books will also include the Rules of Amateur Status, which amongst other 
purposes, serve as a critical support for handicapping systems world-wide. These 
handicapping systems provide one of golf’s unique and most valued qualities – the facility 
which allows any golfer to compete on equal terms with any other golfer. 
 
One of the R&A's most significant moves was the decision to permit golf unions and 
associations to use elite players to promote the game. This landmark decision is seen as an 
extremely positive step toward helping golfing bodies around the world grow the game at all 
levels. 
 
"I think it's fair to say that Golf Australia representatives on our committee made that point 
very successfully," Rickman said. 
 
"Golf Australia has been at the forefront of wanting this to change and therefore, we are 
delighted to be able to announce this whilst we are here in Australia." 
 
As a goodwill gesture to the game, the R&A makes copies of the Rules books available 
worldwide free of charge. Almost one million copies have arrived on Australian shores and will 
be distributed to every affiliated golf club member, state associations and selected golf 
publications. 
 

- ends - 
 
For media enquires please contact Simon Magdulski at Golf Australia on 03 9626 5023; 
Mobile: 0409 214 320 or simonm@golfaustralia.org.au 
 
 
About Golf Australia 
 
Golf Australia formed in 2006 and is the national sporting organisation for golf in Australia and 
the governing body for amateur golf.  



 
Our goal is to raise the level of interest and participation in the game from grassroots golfers 
through to the elite levels, spectators, volunteers and associated industry bodies. Key 
responsibilities incorporate managing national tournaments and championships including the 
Australian Opens as well as rules and handicapping. Working in a commercial and inclusive 
manner with government, business and community, Golf Australia ensures the value of golf is 
understood and supported in all policy and business decisions.  
 
Golf is a game for life where participation contributes to a healthy Australian community. 
 
For more information on Golf Australia visit www.golfaustralia.org.au  


