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GOLF AUSTRALIA 

RULES OF GOLF & AMATEUR STATUS COMMITTEE 
MEETING – THURSDAY 17 APRIL 2008 

AT GRANGE GOLF CLUB, ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

Present from the Committee: John Buckley (Chairman), Frank Gal, Jenny Hoff, 
John Hopkins, Val Oswald, Ian Read 
 
Apologies: Andrew Langford-Jones 
 
In Attendance: Nick Green (Director – Game and Industry Development), Simon Magdulski 
(Manager – Rules & Handicapping), Therese Ritter (Manager – Championships), Trevor 
Herden (Director – Championships) (NOTE – Trevor Herden was only in attendance during 
discussion of Agenda item 8) 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
1. Previous Meeting Summary 

This was agreed. 
 

2. Determination of Vacant Positions on Committee 

The Chairman congratulated Jenny Hoff and Frank Gal on their re-appointment to the 
Committee following the decision of the Board.  This re-appointment is for a further 
two-year term.  The terms of Val Oswald and John Hopkins expire at the time of the 
2008 Golf Australia Annual General Meeting.  They are both eligible to re-apply for 
further two-year terms. 
 
 

RULES OF GOLF 
 

3. General Thoughts for Rule Changes for 2012-2015 

Golf Australia will communicate the following thoughts on Rule changes for 2012-
2015 to The R&A via the GA advisory member on The R&A Rules of Golf Committee, 
John Buckley: 

♦ Root and branch review of Rule 13-4 with a view to removing anomalies and 
inconsistencies. 

♦ In a case where a player breaches Rule 18-2 and the movement is only 
detectable by use of electronic means (eg television), the penalty for failing 
to replace the ball not be applied. 

♦ If a player returns a score card which contains a score for a hole lower than 
actually taken due to failure to include a penalty that they did not know they 
had incurred, and the breach is discovered prior to the competition closing, 
the score for the hole be corrected rather than the player being disqualified. 

♦ Within the definition of abnormal ground condition, extend burrowing animal 
to animal. 

♦ As Decision 14-2/4 materially modifies Rule 14-2b, amend 14-2b to reflect 
the statement of purpose contained in 14-2/4. 

♦ Rule 28 be expanded to allow a player to regress, under penalty, to where 
any previous stroke on the hole was played. 
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♦ Rule 25-2 be extended to allow relief through the green (with the relevant 
Local Rule to limit the relief to closely-mown surfaces). 

♦ Continue to pursue the issue of disallowing long putters.  This is both to 
reflect the concerns that the anchoring action is not within the spirit of the 
game, and also that use of a long putter for measuring purposes is not in 
accordance with equity. 

 
4. Rules & Referee Accreditation – Update on Progress of Development of 

Structures 

The Golf Australia Rules of Golf & Amateur Status Committee is continuing its work 
in co-ordinating the process of expanding from a two-tier state-based Rules of Golf & 
Referee Accreditation structure to a five-tier uniform national structure.  This five-tier 
uniform structure will be as follows: 

1. Introduction to Club & General Competition Golf (New Tier) 
2. Club Level (Existing Tier) 
3. State Level (Existing Tier) 
4. State Level – Advanced (New Tier) 
5. National Level (New Tier – National level accreditation will automatically 

(and only) be awarded to referees who work at either the Women’s 
Australian Open or Men’s Australian Open) 

 
The Committee’s first priority is to sign off on the new Golf Australia Club Level 
program (which builds on, and is similar to, the previous NSWGA and VGA 
resources).  The Rules & Referee Accreditation Review Group (which includes Jenny 
Hoff, Frank Gal, Therese Ritter, and Simon Magdulski) has been working very closely 
with both the VGA and NSWGA in order to get to this point.  These two bodies have 
been the driving force behind the establishment of the Club Level program over many 
years and GA has been very keen to ensure the program moving forward bears out 
the full benefit of their expertise and experience in developing all of the relevant 
systems. 
 
Whilst the new GA Club Level Program has not yet been completed, its development 
is well-advanced to the point the Committee is now inviting states to start to use the 
resources at their current stage of development.  The Committee is very keen for the 
final product to take account of the thoughts of all states and consequently it 
encourages states to provide feedback which will be worked back into development 
until the final product is reached.  The Committee is also mindful that the theory 
behind the development needs to correspond with the practical realities of actual 
delivery – which is another reason for seeking feedback. 

 
5. Decisions on the Rules of Golf Book – Production of 2010-2011 Edition 

Further to the delays experienced in the initial distribution of the 2008-2009 Decisions 
book, Golf Australia is working with The R&A to achieve an improved outcome for the 
2010-2011 edition. 

 
6. Golf Australia Hard Card 

Effective immediately, the penalty statement for the Driving Clubs condition on the 
Golf Australia Hard Card is being amended to bring it in line with the change to the 
penalty for a breach of Rule 4-1a.  No changes beyond this were put forward for 
2009 at this stage. 
 
The changed condition in full is as follows: 

“Any driver the player carries must have a clubhead, identified 
by model and loft, that is named on the current List of 
Conforming Driver Heads issued by The R&A. 
Exception: A driver with a clubhead that was manufactured 
prior to 1999 is exempt from this condition. 

*PENALTY FOR CARRYING, BUT NOT MAKING STROKE 
WITH, CLUB OR CLUBS IN BREACH OF CONDITION: 
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Match play – At the conclusion of the hole at which the breach 
is discovered, the state of the match is adjusted by deducting 
one hole for each hole at which a breach occurred; maximum 
deduction per round – Two holes. 
Stroke play – Two strokes for each hole at which a breach 
occurred; maximum penalty per round – Four strokes. 
Match or stroke play – In the event of a breach between the 
play of two holes, the penalty applies to the next hole. 
*Any club or clubs carried in breach of this condition must be 
declared out of play by the player to their opponent in match 
play or their marker or fellow competitor in stroke play 
immediately upon discovery a breach has occurred.  If the 
player fails to do so, they are disqualified. 

PENALTY FOR MAKING STROKE WITH CLUB IN BREACH 
OF CONDITION: 
Disqualification.” 

 
7. Measuring Device Local Rule 

The following comments received from The R&A regarding distance measuring 
devices were noted: “The R&A does not have a recommendation as such [as to 
whether Committees should adopt the Local Rule], but it is interesting to note that the 
motivation behind the Rule change (originally authorised by Decision) was to allow 
such devices in 'recreational golf', especially resort golf, rather than 'elite golf', which 
was not seriously contemplated.” 

 
8. Referees for World Amateur Team Championships 

Further to a request from the IGF, the following are to be invited to be Australia’s 
representatives on the respective Rules Committees at the World Amateur Team 
Championships: 
 

Espirito Santo Trophy 
John Buckley 
Sue Fabian 
Frank Gal 

Brian Lasky 
Simon Magdulski 

Jean Moran 
Val Oswald 

Therese Ritter 
Barry Shepherd 
Peter Spence 

In reserve – Trevor Herden 
 
 

Eisenhower Trophy 
John Buckley 

Greg Fitzhardinge 
Frank Gal 
Jenny Hoff 

John Hopkins 
Andrew Langford-Jones 

Simon Magdulski 
Val Oswald 
Ian Read 

Therese Ritter 
Peter Spence 
Scott Wagstaff 

In reserve – Trevor Herden 
 

 
RULES OF AMATEUR STATUS 

 
9. General Thoughts for Rule Changes for 2012-2015 

Golf Australia will continue to put forward to The R&A the thoughts it has previously 
engaged on, together with those ideas consistent with the forward evolution of the 
code in general. 
 

10. Decisions on the Rules of Amateur Status Book 

It was noted that copies of the new edition of the Decisions on the Rules of Amateur 
Status book have been distributed to Member States in accordance with state orders. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 
11. Pace of Play Regulations for Match Play 

Golf Australia will look to develop Australian pace of play guidelines for match play 
after taking into consideration the thoughts of The R&A and USGA. 
 

12. Clothing for Officials 

Golf Australia will look to develop a uniform for officials working at national 
championships. 
 

 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
13. Next Meeting 

Scheduled to take place during the World Amateur Team Championships. 


