
 

1 

PO Box 745  Indooroopilly QLD 4068 AUSTRALIA  Ph 1300 662 173 or +61 7 3378 2668 

Email info@pacificsolutions.com.au   Web www.pacificsolutions.com.au 

 

 

MARC LEISHMAN 
 

 

 

 

 
 

FACILITATOR: Okay, ladies and gentlemen, we’d like to 

welcome Mark Leishman here.  Mark, it’s fantastic you’re 

here.  You must be very pleased with yourself. 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Yeah, it’s been great.  I didn’t start off 

so well, the first half, but I finished off in the 

playoffs especially really well and keep the card, but you 

know into a few bigger tournaments next year.  

 

FACILITATOR: You’ve played around New South Wales many 

times?   

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Never.  I played the front nine this 

morning so yeah first look at it.  If conditions stay like 

this pretty interesting but enjoy playing in the wind, so 

hopefully it stays somewhat windy.  Maybe not like this 

but it’s going to be a good fun week and hopefully do 

well. 

 

FACILITATOR: You said that you’re very happy to be home.  

When actually do you go back to the States or when do you 

planning to? 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Well, I got back the week before Masters 

and I get back to the States on I think about 10 January 

and I race back to Hawaii, so has worked out well and will 

break the trip up a little bit.  So yeah, enjoying the 

time at home and looking forward to everything that next 

year’s got to offer as well.    

 

FACILITATOR: Terrific.  Questions, please?  

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Yeah, shouldn’t hurt me too much.  You 

know, I played quite a bit in the – haven’t played 

probably for two years, mind you, but always enjoy playing 

in the wind and tough conditions.  When there’s the chance 

of huge numbers I just like the fact that if you don’t 

play well you can have heaps and if you do play well even 

par is a really good round. And this week if it stays like 

this, that would be a great score. 

 

QUESTION: Mark, is it making the most of the wind and any 

time you can shoot 64, 74, so is it when the wind is down 

make sure you get birdie? 
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MARK LEISHMAN: I think so, yeah.  I mean looking at the 

front nine and just make the most of the down-wind holes 

but at the same time watch distance and all that.   

 

Sort of looking at this course, there’s definitely a low 

one out there.  But if it stays like this, we’ll going 74, 

84, 94.  You know, there could be some huge numbers out 

there, if it stays like this.  No, I’m looking forward to 

getting out there and seeing how it plays.  I think 

hopefully it won’t but I think it’s always going to have a 

lot to do with it.  Some guys will get really lucky, some 

guys will get pretty unlucky. Yeah, can’t wait to get out 

there and have a crack at it.   

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Driver, two iron, four iron, – yeah, good 

driver, a little bit right and fairway down the bottom of 

the hill.  Hit a two iron and went this far and it just 

went up in the air and stayed there.  Come down hopefully 

at 170 metres, four iron to the green.   

 

I’ve heard the wind is going to be in a different 

direction on Thursday, so hopefully that will play a 

little bit easier than it did today.  But get to the top 

of that hill and it’s – well, doing a birdie at the back 

of the tee, but there’s just that, you know, that view’s 

unbelievable.  From what I’ve seen of front nine going to 

be a lot of fun. 

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Two was a little bit, but I mean I think 

it’s more here.  Like I said, it’s going to be blowing 

from a different direction, and I’m guessing not as 

strong.   

 

Yeah, I mean, they’re going to be careful, but I think 

they’ve had enough experience in these sort of conditions.  

They’ll put pins in smart positions, you know, where you 

actually won’t have any problem with balls rolling 

through.   

 

QUESTION: Was there anything in particular before the run 

into the playoffs or is it just more comfortable? 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Yeah, I’m feeling a lot more comfortable.  

I’ve been playing well for most of the year and even early 

on but I had that bad run in sort of March, April, around 

there.  I was still playing all right but the thing with 

over there is if you’re not playing really well, you miss 

the cut, because you can’t just play average golf and make 

the cut, if you hit a 40, you know, you’ve got be playing 

really well to even make the cut.  So that took me a 
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little while to get my head around.  A few times there, 

well, a lot of times early on I was thinking I’d make the 

cut, thinking lots more of what I had to shoot to make the 

cut and not thinking of winning it.   

 

I think the big turning point for me was the first round 

of the Texas Open when I shot, I think it was 63 or 64.  

From then on, I didn’t have to think about making the cut 

and from then on we just let things go a bit, concentrated 

on winning the tournament instead of making the cut and 

try and make a few holes. I mean, before the playoffs, a 

few days before the playoffs, and my parents came over.  I 

hadn’t seen them for eight months.  So they came over in 

August and just everything, like, just feeling a lot more 

comfortable. They saw the house for the first time and 

then all of this family and I think just feeling more 

comfortable with – obviously, I played really well and I 

was holding my putts but it wasn’t one particular thing. 

 

QUESTION: How would you describe the state of your game at 

the moment? 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Fresh.  I haven’t played too much, which is 

good, though.  People play better when they’re fresh, so 

hopefully I can do a bit of work over the next couple of 

days, work on the wind shots, which I haven’t worked on 

for a fair while.  Just generally just – it’s going to be 

a lot of feel out there.  You can’t really – it’s going to 

be a week where you can’t think about your swing.  You’re 

going to have just get a shot and aim it at a certain 

position and go over here somewhere.   

 

So it’s going to be a lot of fun.  I can’t wait to get out 

there and play in the tough conditions.  I’ve always 

enjoyed playing when it’s tough and hopefully it will stay 

a bit windy. 

 

QUESTION: After the year you have had, you are one of the 

rising Australian stars.  Are you feeling pressured at the 

thought of this? 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: I wouldn’t say I’m feeling pressure.  I 

know I’ve never really played that great in any Australian 

events, so it’s more for my own – you know, I like to play 

for myself just to let everyone, well, not let everyone 

know but to just prove to myself, you know, it would be 

just great to play well in front of the home crowd. Just 

little things like your friends will see you on the TV, 

just little things like that.  You know, it’s pretty good 

for that I guess.   

 

But you know, we do it all the time in America but I’ve 

never really had a great tournament over here.  Jacob’s 
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Creek a few years ago I finished third, but it’s not in 

any of these big ones.   

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Yeah I think I am, because it’s going to be 

a matter of holing the putts I think and maybe getting the 

luck of the draw and a lot of things have to come together 

and you still have to play well but if things do go my 

way. 

 

QUESTION: Mark, first in 10 years to have done it outside 

of Australia.  Why do overseas players find it tough here? 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Just the courses in Australia are so much 

different to anywhere else in the world.  The look of it 

is similar to a Scottish course or English course but it’s 

softer over there.  This sort of looked really full on to 

the States.  It’s just different.  It’s different to 

anywhere else in the world.   

 

I think another thing is the wind here is a lot heavier 

than anywhere else.  In America, yeah, maybe a two club 

wind but here a four or five club wind.  It’s just heavier 

and there’s a lot of guys that are hopefully trying to get 

back to Australia some time. 

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Yeah, I mean it’s great to be put in one of 

those groups.  You always hope to get in one of them and 

hopefully how you play overseas has something to do with 

that. It’s going to be good fun playing with them so 

hopefully we’ll put in a good show.   

 

FACILITATOR: Terrific. Any more questions? 

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: 18 December.   

 

QUESTION: (inaudible) 

 

MARK LEISHMAN: Yeah, well I think it’s [inaudible]. That 

would be awesome to win.  I think I’m a good chance but it 

won’t change my life either way but it would be great to 

have your name on the trophy.   

 

FACILITATOR: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.   
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