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INTERVIEW WITH STUART APPLEBY 
 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN 
 

THURSDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2009 
 

AT THE MEDIA CENTRE, NSW GOLF CLUB 
 

FACILITATOR:  What a fantastic round for late in the day, it was marvellous. 
 
STUART APPLEBY: l had a good start.  The front nine, when I hit some 
good shots – really just hit the ball solid all day.  I was comfortable in hitting 
unusual clubs in the tricky conditions, even though I hadn’t seen the course 
this way, which was a bit of a concern for me early but I tried to remember, 
it’s a shot, it’s a distance, just pull a club. 
 
There was a lot of guesswork and I got the rhythm of the guesswork right, 
and the same with putting.  Sometimes you had to hit putts in areas that you 
knew you just weren’t gravity orientated, they were all to do with winds, and 
a couple of great chip ins – one easily could have turned into a four and the 
other one probably would have been a three, so you really pick up three 
shots there quickly. 
 
I played probably marginally any better than any of the other guys, but just a 
little bit of luck and good putting; timing my golf shots well out of the middle 
made – it just kept adding up to making birdies. 
 
If I played in wind 10 times like this, I think that would still be comfortably the 
lowest score you’d shoot in those conditions.  I certainly bogied the last but I 
could have made four or five other bogies out there reasonably easy and 
walked away and probably not felt like I played that much different. 
 
FACILITATOR:  Questions? 
 
QUESTION:  How good does it feel for you to be here in this position after 
the year that you’ve had? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:   Good.  I haven’t had scores like this, but I’ve had 
enough going on in my game where I probably should have been shooting 
under par and I just got a bit more comfortable with that.  I was probably 
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surprised how long it took me to turn it from pretty good practice to better 
play.  That was probably a bit like being bucked off the horse – you wonder 
whether the next time you get on you’re going to get kicked again. 
 
I started a lot of rounds of golf really excited about what was going on and 
then finished the day going, what happened?  You wonder, do you want to 
get excited about the next round of golf?  Do you just try and walk into it a bit 
more casual? 
 
I’m not saying I’m excited about my game, but I’m probably – I guess I’ve 
sparred – we had the fight last night, I’ve been sparring, I’ve been in the ring 
and I’ve been boxing and I’ve been training, but I haven’t actually – all year 
the big thing was I wasn’t able to get the final bit of confidence – which is 
getting smacked in the jaw and what you do with it. 
 
I was getting hit in the jaw and I didn’t know what to do with it, because I 
hadn’t been hit in the jaw in the sparring, so I wasn’t ready for it. 
 
Tiger’s a great player, he just gets hit in the jaw and, okay fine, let’s go, 
doesn’t matter.  I was getting these little jabs and hadn’t been told how to 
deal with them so to speak. 
 
I feel more comfortable.  If something ordinary happens, which today could 
have easily been that, I’m not that worried, because I know there’s enough 
good stuff going on to catch that back up. 

 
QUESTION:  Did you catch the fight last night? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  No I didn’t, no.  I got home after the Pro-Am, we had 
the opening of the Aboriginal – the traditional owners sort of doing their 
opening, got home, had dinner, got back, it was 10.30 – I don’t even know 
what time the fight was. 
 
QUESTION:  By my calculations you finished runner up in the 1997 PGA to 
Coltart, do you recall that? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  That would be about right. 
 
QUESTION:  And you finished runner up to Casey here? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Yeah.  I had a feeling I had two decent tournaments 
here.  I wasn’t sure whether I had one or two runners up. 
 
QUESTION:  1997 I think it was.  It’s a track you enjoy obviously? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  One of my favourites, absolutely.  I played with some 
of the hierarchy of the club yesterday and really enjoyed their company and 
the course is in the most amazing condition.   
 
The greens were good today.  A couple of times the balls looked a bit shaky, 
but it wasn’t like it was doing that much over the ball.  It was blowing hard 
too.  They’ve just got it right.  It’s just one of my favourite golf courses.  It’s 
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very demanding, but it’s very fair.  If you make a mistake – you’ve made a 
mistake.  You haven’t been unlucky.   We’re very lucky to have this. 
 
Whoever decided to get a golf course here, because this type of land today 
never would be allowed to be touched  
 
QUESTION:  Can you give two examples, perhaps upwind and downwind 
where the yardage book was out the window? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Today was very, very windy, but I think I had a drive 
into 10 in the practice round on Tuesday, I had 125 front and I ended up 
nailing a three iron, literally I thought I holed it and it just got to the front from 
125. 
 
Downwind you don’t hit it that far.  You hit it a bit further.  There are very few 
downwind holes.  The wind blowing from the other direction, there was only I 
think two tee shots you’d consider downwind. 
 
QUESTION:  Is there another shot where you couldn’t believe what the wind 
did with the ball? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Well today not so much because the ball went where I 
wanted it to go and the length I wanted it so nothing – but a very tough shot 
in the 17 today.  You feel half the wind; you know there’s another 20, 30 Ks 
sitting above the tree line and just trying to commit to your shot and control 
the ball flight, it’s just very difficult. 
 
Mainly it’s the – this course seems to be – there’s not a lot of straight 
downwind shots and the downwind shots don’t go abnormally long.  I think 
actually with the groove change and a little bit of light rough downwind, you 
could hit some mass and you could be yelling four a lot more. 
 
Today having those square grooves does help a little bit keep the ball under 
control. 
 
QUESTION:  Despite how you played, would you like it to be a bit calmer 
tomorrow? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  I don’t really know.  If I was in Melbourne I could tell 
you almost what we’re going to get to the kilometre an hour and what 
direction, what temperature, but here I’m not really sure.  The guys 
yesterday told me when we had the wind the other way, it’s going to turn, 
we’ll have it back and I don’t know how long that lasts.  If it’s 35 degrees, 
where does the wind come from?  I don’t really know. 
 
I know that I’m not going to have four days like today in these conditions.  
Just the law of averages aren’t going to be that way. 
 
QUESTION: Stuart, when it’s calm in the morning and you know the wind is 
picking up, is it easy to psych yourself out or other players to psych 
themselves out of playing in the afternoon, thinking about the wind? 
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STUART APPLEBY:  You’ve got to think about the wind as you take it into 
your calculations, but not much more than that.  I mean, most times in wind 
like this you’re going to struggle.  Steve did today.  I wouldn’t say he played 
badly.  You dodge bullets today, like I did, you dodge bullets.  You don’t go 
out there and say:  Well, give me three more days of that, I’ll probably match 
those rounds, because you just know that’s not going to happen.  You’re 
going to have holes or a stretch where you’ve done nothing wrong and had 
three or four bogies in a row. 
 
But today was – this is what I like about this course, it’s really tough.  St 
Andrews is a good example, it’s probably more exposed, but at St Andrews 
you can shoot 65 and the next day 75.  The wind plays a huge role.   If it’s 
not blowing here, 65’s not a hard score to have.  I can’t even remember – 
nothing stands out as being a calm day here.  I don’t think I’ve ever really 
seen it.  It’s a bit of a myth. 
 
QUESTION:  Did you see what it was like first thing this morning? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  No, I was up early, around sunrise and I was not really 
– couldn’t really see what was blowing.  There were no real trees where I 
was. 
 
QUESTION:  Could you possibly put a number on it, if it was calmer, what 
your score might have been? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  What do you mean? 
 
QUESTION:  If you played like that in the calm, would it be 63? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  There wasn’t much – it might have been the same.  It 
could easily have been the same.  It was just one of those rounds where I hit 
a lot of greens and a lot of fairways, but there wasn’t enough going on 
where:  Well, I missed that 20 footer, I might have made it. 
 
No, it may not have been any better, absolutely any better. 
 
QUESTION:  In saying that, can you recall a better round you’ve had in 
those kind of conditions? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Nothing that I can answer straight away, so if I pause, 
no. 
 
QUESTION:  Nothing in Hawaii?  Nothing in Kapalua? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Good question but wider fairways, bigger greens, 
easier to hit fairways, easier to hit greens, very exposed, a lot easier course 
to shoot four, five, six under than here – absolutely. 
 
So yes, one of my better wind performance rounds, absolutely. 
 
QUESTION:  Did you feel you did well around the Buick field when you 
finished runner up there? 
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STUART APPLEBY:  No, I think I shot six under total.  Actually, I shot six 
under on Sunday.  I don’t remember how much wind was blowing.  I played 
well there. 
 
QUESTION:  It wasn’t that strong I don’t think. 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  I shot six, no, you’re probably right. 
 
QUESTION:  Did you just shake off that last putt on 18 or does that leave a 
little… 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  No, it was relatively calm and almost sort of getting 
close to normal and I just forgot to hit it the last yard of that metre, up that 
hill, it’s just a little up and I just didn’t hit it. 
 
I like the way I’m playing.  I like the way I’m putting.  If I don’t make putts I 
feel like I’m scaring the hole and that’s more to making putts, without actually 
hitting a putt, looking up and going, this looks good and I haven’t had 
enough of that this year. 
 
QUESTION:  A long way to go, but maybe this would put a little bit of polish 
on a pretty tough year? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Absolutely.  I’ll be more concerned about executing, 
not whether I win, actually how committed I can stay doing what I’m doing 
now and that’s it.   
 
When Tiger won by a million shots at the US Open his goal was to not have 
a bogey on Sunday.  The tournament was over and by no means – how do 
you have the power to go – effectively the tournament is over but I need 
something to stimulate me and for him it was not to make a bogey.  I think 
he made a par putt somewhere late in the round and pumped his fist and it 
was all over. 
 
But that’s how he managed to turn his focus and for me – mine is a totally 
different scenario, but at the same time it’s just – I remember when I was a 
kid – when I say a kid, when I was playing on this tour and playing well and 
coming second here.  It was just the naivety of the game and just playing 
golf.  It’s not a numbers game; it just becomes a game of execution. 
 
QUESTION:  Eight years after 2001, did you think you might have more than 
one under your belt by this stage? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  More than one? 
 
QUESTION:  Open, after 2001? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  No, well, yeah, being an Open, I would have maybe 
thought I would have had a couple of others. 
 
I guess – I think you might look back at your career and go:  Reckon I could 
have squeezed a few more in?  I think once you finish the game you can talk 
about your problems.  We talk about them every day with a round of golf, 
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you know, what I could have, should have, would have, but no doubt I am a 
strong enough player to have won on the Australian tour more than I have. 
 
It’s not easy to win on it, it’s the end of the year.  I want to come home and 
relax.  At the same time I think of all the great champions that have won all 
these tournaments and you want to win them too.  For me, I’ll be trying to get 
back to that young kid who plays who just hits a shot and gets after it and 
gets into it.  That’s what Tiger still does the best of.  He doesn’t get caught 
up in all the BS of that this game tries to manhandle you with. 
 
QUESTION:  When was the last time you felt like you had your game under 
this good control? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  It seems a while ago but I guess when I was leading 
Kapalua I was very relaxed.  I had a feeling in Kapalua which I’ve never had 
anywhere else, that it just seemed to be a tournament I was comfortable in.  
I just felt like no matter what I did, it was going to – I was very relaxed and I 
felt that way today and that’s what I’ll be just trying to replicate, just making 
one shot at a time. 
 
I haven’t felt like that, since being in conditions like that and in conditions 
where you’re not supposed to feel comfortable, today I felt relatively 
comfortable. 
 
QUESTION:  You’ve mentioned Tiger in a lot of your responses just now.  
Do you really look very closely at what he does and try… 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  He is absolutely, the way he ticks, the way he thinks 
on a golf course is like I think like no-one else and yes, you can look at it and 
go, that’s what he does, but man, it’s hard to do that.  In situations like 
Rocco, he’s sitting there going I just want to hit a good putt, I just want to hit 
a good putt, not I need to make this for the US Open play off.  I just want to 
hit a good putt. 
 
He doesn’t really care if he misses, it doesn’t really bother him, which is 
extremely difficult to do.  It’s like jumping off a cliff and you turn to your guy 
and say:  Did you pack the chute right and he goes:  I think so and you go:  
That’s good enough for me and you jump. 
 
He’s not even thinking about it.  It just doesn’t matter and guess what, he 
pulls it off because when those situations like that, everyone else is a gear or 
two or where they need to be, most people, he’s where he was after the third 
hole.  That’s the thing he’s good at, it’s not just his physical skills. 
 
QUESTION:  Just really simplifies the process? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Yeah, he’s so not concerned about the back end, what 
might happen at the back end, literally, that his front end’s fine.  It’s almost 
like he’s got the putt for – he’s grinding but he’s going to putt like it’s a Pro-
Am on a Wednesday to win the team’s event. 
 



  Page 7 of 7 

That’s the only difference between champions, they just stay a little bit 
clearer and every one of us out here know or work that out as you get older, 
that’s what you’re trying to do. 
 
QUESTION:  You mentioned the square grooves. Who’s going to benefit 
from those? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  Who’s going to benefit? 
 
QUESTION:  Yes.  Straighter hitters or… 
 
STUART APPLEBY:   Good question.  I mean, maybe the young guys have 
never seen square grooves before will find it a little bit more difficult than 
someone like me.  Yeah, the younger guys might find that a bit of a fright for 
them, hitting shots just as far as they will. 
 
QUESTION:  One of those shot maker guys, Coleman and those sort of 
guys that are sort of ending their career? 
 
STUART APPLEBY:  I think the guys that got away with clubs that were very 
forgiving, very forgiving for what you consider a professional level, and 
they’ve had square grooves mixed with that, they might find it a bit trickier.  
We’ll all just have to get used to an extra shot that might do something that 
never really happened before.   
 
Basically being along behind a green has been a little bit difficult of recent 
times. 
 
FACILITATOR:  Thank you ladies and gentlemen and thank you Stuart. 

 
 
END OF TRANSCRIPT 

 


