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GOLF AUSTRALIA 
RULES OF GOLF & AMATEUR STATUS COMMITTEE 

MEETING – WEDNESDAY 12 MAY 2010 
AT GOLF AUSTRALIA OFFICE, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present from the Committee: John Buckley (Chairman), Robert Crosby, Frank Gal, Jenny 
Hoff, John Hopkins, Andrew Langford-Jones 
 
In Attendance: Simon Magdulski (Manager – Rules & Handicapping), Therese Ritter 
(Manager – Championships) 
 
 
GENERAL 

 
1. Previous Meeting Minutes 

These were agreed. 
 

2. Determination of Positions on Committee 

The Chairman advised that the Committee positions of Robert Crosby and John 
Hopkins are to be declared automatically vacant at the time of the 2010 Golf 
Australia AGM as a result of the expiration of their designated terms and in 
accordance with the Committee Charter.  A determination regarding these positions 
moving forward will be announced at the AGM. 

 
 
 

RULES OF GOLF 

 
3. National Rules Accreditation & Education Programs Framework 

3.1 Australian Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions Course 

The Committee discussed the inaugural staging of the Australian Advanced 
State Level Rules & Competitions Course (held at The Victoria Golf Club 
from 11-13 January 2010) and, further to the universally-positive participant 
feedback, noted its delight at the course‟s success.  The Committee also 
noted the ongoing commitment to the course by The R&A and that plans are 
well in train for the 2011 staging. 
 
With this in mind, the Committee reaffirmed that in establishing the 
Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions Course, GA and The R&A had 
been looking to achieve two broad objectives.  (In pursuing these objectives, 
GA & The R&A have been accompanied by the PGA; the involvement of 
which has added a further dimension that has proved both significant and 
invaluable.) 

 
The first broad objective of the course was to provide a mechanism which 
will serve to advance the capacity of all Australian State and National 
organisations to deliver elite competitions and administrative-type rules 
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services (eg servicing clubs and individuals, and delivering rules education 
programs).  The strategy for achieving this is as follows: 

 By broadening the options of States in decision making via the 
provision of an enhanced awareness and understanding of various 
international procedures. 

 By providing an up-skilling opportunity for all attendees (irrespective 
of their existing experience) which will serve to limit the degree to 
which States will have to invest time and money in developing their 
own procedures for developing officials.  Some less experienced 
officials may attend several years in succession. 

 Further up-skill those State personnel who already act as trainers 
and presenters at State Level and Club Level courses. 

 To calibrate state and national officials as well as the events they 
deliver.  There is no reason why players should experience different 
event delivery procedures as they travel from state to state.  The 
ongoing calibration process will involve having even the most senior 
officials returning every three or four years.  (Senior officials will also 
be well aware that irrespective of their degree of knowledge, they 
will always have plenty of scope for continued development.  We will 
continue to provide changed discussion materials, which in part will 
cater for return attendees.  The key presenters have enhanced their 
knowledge as a result of their involvement with the course; senior 
attendees should enjoy a similar experience.) 

 
The second broad objective was to provide a mechanism which will serve to 
enhance refereeing skills and improve knowledge of international refereeing 
practices.  This is specifically with a view to achieving the following: 

 Allow GA, the PGA, and State Associations to further develop and 
identify referees with our respective major events in mind. 

 Meet the need of continuing to renew our stocks of talented and 
trained elite referees. 

 
Note i: We are mindful that State Associations, GA, and the PGA have key 

administrators (both professional and volunteer) whose roles cover 
the execution of tasks which fall across not of one or the other of the 
above described objectives, but rather they fall across areas 
covered by BOTH of these objectives.  As a result, the Advanced 
State Level Course is structured to provide a comprehensive 
development program for these key administrators. 

Not only will this allow for up-skilling and calibration of group 
leaders, it will also work to guard against organisations becoming 
overly reliant on the accumulated knowledge and experience of a 
too-limited number of select personnel.  This will assist with 
succession planning as well as easing work-load pressures on 
group leaders. 

This group of administrators (both professional and volunteer) are 
some of the most valuable and difficult-to-replace assets of national 
and state bodies.  We have resolved to do more to both support and 
grow this group. 

 
Note ii: The Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions Course should not 

be viewed as a course which provides a qualification or a proof of 
competency.  That it needs to cater for key State officials of all 
stages of development makes consideration of such an objective 
problematic.  Instead, it should be viewed as a learning opportunity 
geared to achieve ongoing and undiminished value from repeat 
attendance.  (We will be encouraging specific 2010 attendees to 
return again in 2011 whilst we will hope to see all other attendees 
return again at some stage in the next three or four years.) 
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3.2 Elite Competition Administration Manual: Referee, Play, & Course 
Management Procedures 

The Committee discussed the development of the GA resource item entitled 
Elite Competition Administration Manual: Referee, Play, & Course 
Management Procedures.  After review of a final draft by The R&A and GA, 
and subject to Committee member comment, this item will be professionally 
printed and distributed to all State Associations (as well as all attendees of 
the Australian Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions Course). 
 

3.3 Report on Development of GA State Level Resources 

Frank Gal updated the Committee on the development of the State Level 
resources.  He advised that whilst this work has taken longer than initially 
anticipated, distribution of the final products is anticipated for the latter part 
of 2010 after trialling at State Level schools to be conducted in New South 
Wales, Queensland, and Victoria.  It is intended that the final products be 
upgraded to include some of the practical delivery guidance and examination 
material from the Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions Course. 
 

3.4 Club Level 

After discussion, the Committee decided that a review of the content of the 
Club Level exams should be undertaken by the Rules & Referee 
Accreditation Review Group. 
 
The Committee also resolved to have the Review Group discuss and 
consider the tutorial module of Golf South Australia‟s Club Level program, 
and it discussed the importance of elite players gaining a sound knowledge 
of the Rules (both from the perspective of broadening their range of strategic 
options during play, and from the perspective of broadening their career 
options and pathways). 
 

4. Determination of Individual Hole Score to Count on Autoscore Score Card – 
Development of GA Policy 

After discussion, the Committee agreed the following Golf Australia policy statement 
(subject to feedback from The R&A after its consideration of this text): 
 
“The R&A considers the use of „autoscore score cards‟ to conform with the Rules of 
Golf.  However, The R&A does not currently consider the Rules to stipulate which 
recorded individual hole score should count in the instance of a discrepancy between 
a written score and an entry in the autoscore section of the card.  It is The R&A‟s 
view that each individual Committee has the authority to make its own determination 
in this respect. 
 
To assist Committees in making such a determination, Golf Australia recommends 
that the following policy be adopted by those Committees using autoscore score 
cards: 

If two different scores are recorded for the same hole (eg 
the number ‘5’ autoscore box is selected but a ‘4’ has been 
written down) the higher score will count.  (In the event that 
only a number is recorded, or only an autoscore box is 
selected, that number or autoscore selection will be the 
score to count.) 

 
Note: This is only a recommendation.  Each Committee is free to develop its own 

policy in this regard after taking into consideration all local circumstances.  
(For example, it is permissible for a Committee to adopt a policy deeming that 
only a recording in the autoscore section of the card will be accepted.)” 
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5. Local Rule Allowing Distance Measuring Devices 

The Committee noted the following additional guidance from The R&A regarding the 
use of iPhones in the context of the Local Rule allowing distance measuring devices: 
 
“If a Club has a policy about not taking phones etc on to the course, then that policy 
always takes precedence over the following.  In the absence of such a policy, and 
assuming the Local Rule allowing Distance Measuring Devices IS in place, the use of 
an iPhone with a distance-only GPS application is permitted.   
 
However, it would be a breach of Rule 14-3 to use a distance-only application if there 
is any other application on the iPhone that potentially allows access to information 
that is not permitted, eg an application that provides elevation, compass, 
temperature, etc.  This is the case whether or not that application is used.  In other 
words, if the device is used as a distance measuring device, then it must be "clean" 
and all non-conforming apps must be removed. This is consistent with the treatment 
of devices whose sole purpose is to measure distance. 
 
That said, the fact that the iPhone could be used to access non-permitted information 
via the internet does not automatically result in a breach.  Only if the internet was 
used for this purpose would a breach occur, ie there is a distinction being made 
between an application and the internet. 
 
Additionally, if the iPhone were to be used only for a purpose permitted by Decision 
14-3/16, it would not be a breach of the Rules if the iPhone had an application that 
allowed access to information that is not permitted. 
 
Note: It is permitted for an iPhone Rules app to be used (irrespective of what other 
functionality the device is capable of).” 
 
The R&A has formulated a matrix which provides comprehensive guidance regarding 
the use of iPhones in the context of the Local Rule allowing distance measuring 
devices.  This matrix is posted on the following page of the GA website – 
http://www.golfaustralia.org.au/site/_content/document/00008071-source.pdf. 
 

6. R&A Update 

John Buckley updated the Committee on developments in The R&A‟s work on the 
2012-2015 Rules of Golf. 

 
7. Consideration of Potential Rule Changes 

After consideration of a situation which arose during the 2009 Men‟s Australian 
Open, the Committee decided to propose to The R&A that the Rules be amended, or 
a Decision be introduced or amended, so as to allow acceptance of a score card in 
such circumstances. 
 
The pertinent components of the situation were as follows: 

 Player A (the player whose card is involved) signed the card. 
 Player B was initially Player A‟s marker however he withdrew after 9 holes 

and did not sign the card. 
 At the completion of the round, Player C (the third player in the group) 

countersigned Player A‟s card believing he was confirming the validity of all 
18 holes. 

 Player C witnessed all 18 holes. 
 Player C was viewed by the Committee as an acceptable marker (as 

otherwise his signing of the scores returned post the departure of Player B 
would not have been acceptable to the Committee). 

 
 

http://www.golfaustralia.org.au/site/_content/document/00008071-source.pdf
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RULES OF AMATEUR STATUS 
 

8. Applications for Reinstatement to Amateur Status 

The Committee considered various applications for reinstatement to Amateur Status. 
 

9. Appeals Against Golf Australia Determinations Regarding Periods Awaiting 
Reinstatement to Amateur Status – Consideration of Fee to be Charged in the 
event of an Appeal Being Considered Frivolous 

In accordance with various international procedures, GA‟s Manager – Rules & 
Handicapping is responsible for making determinations regarding individual cases of 
reinstatement to Amateur Status (in consultation with The R&A if necessary).  If an 
individual wishes to appeal a determination of the Manager – Rules & Handicapping, 
such appeal is heard by GA‟s Rules of Golf & Amateur Status Committee. 
 
The Committee discussed the possibility of introducing a regulation requiring 
lodgement of a fee in order to have an appeal heard (with the fee only being retained 
in instances where the Committee considers the appeal to have been frivolous). 
 
This proposal was viewed favourably however a final determination is to be held over 
until The R&A has worked through its own discussion regarding appeals procedures 
for national bodies. 
 

10. R&A Update 

John Buckley updated the Committee on developments in The R&A‟s work on the 
2012-2015 Rules of Amateur Status. 
   
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
11. State Codes of Conduct 

The Committee noted that various Codes of Conduct had in recent times featured 
regulations which did not comply with the Rules of Golf.  Moving forward, the 
Committee felt it would be beneficial for all State Associations to check with Golf 
Australia to ensure their Codes of Conduct are fully compliant with the Rules. 
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
12. Next Meeting 

13 October 2010 in Melbourne. 


