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2009-10 Board, Staff and Committees

Golf Australia Board

ANNE LENAGAN BRUCE 
LANGFORD-JONES

JOHN BUCKLEY

DAVID CHERRY IAN READ ALISON HOLDEN

Anne Lenagan was 
elected Chairman of Golf 
Australia in early 2008. 
Prior to becoming a 
Director at Golf Australia, 
Anne worked at Unilever 
for almost 30 years in a 
range of management 
and executive positions 
and has held a range of 
directorships.

Bruce Langford-Jones was 
elected in 2008. Bruce is 
the Managing Director of a 
property development 
company, Langford-Jones 
Homes and a former 
National President of the 
Housing Industry 
Association

John Buckley was 
appointed to the interim 
board in 2006 and was 
elected in 2008.  John 
has worked in the 
stockbroking and 
securities sector for 
more than 30 years and 
is currently a Senior 
Adviser at Bell Potter 
Securities.

David Cherry was 
elected to the Board in 
2008. David is the 
Covenor of Medical 
Panels South 
Australia and a former 
board member of Health 
Services  Australia.

Ian Read was elected to 
the board in 2008 having 
previously worked in the 
NSW education 
sector and in various 
units of the NSW Director 
General. Ian is a former 
board member of the 
Queensland Golf Union.

Alison Holden was 
elected to the Board in 
2008.  Alison worked in the 
tertiary education sector for 
25 years and is a former 
Associate Professor of 
Management at Deakin Uni-
versity in Melbourne. 
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Committees

Championships Committee   

David Cherry (Chairman)                          Jan Plaisted (concluded December 2009)

Les Browne (commenced January 2010)           Ian Read (concluded December 2009)

Don Cameron               Tony Rollins

Sue Fabian                                                   Gordon Scott

Alison Holden (concluded December 2009)       

Brian Lasky              

Marguerite Moors (commenced May 2010)

 

Finance, Audit & Risk Committee 

Bruce Langford-Jones (Chairman)  

John Buckley (concluded December 2009)

David Cherry (concluded December 2009) 

Anne Lenagan          

Ian Lewis

Dick Kirby                  

           

Game Development Committee

Alison Holden (Chairman)                

Staff: 

Frances Crampton AM                            

Cameron Wade

Kim Gregg
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Handicapping & Course Rating Committee

Ian Read (Chairman)                                    Abby Driver

David Allen     Sue Fabian (commenced March 2010)

John Buckley (concluded December 2009) Di Monk                                               

Don Cameron              Lynne Ritchie

Murray Cropley

Robert Crosby                                               

 

High Performance Committee

This committee was disbanded in January 2010.

 

Rules of Golf & Amateur Status Committee 

John Buckley (Chairman)                           John Hopkins

Robert Crosby                 Andrew Langford-Jones

Frank Gal                                   Ian Read (concluded December 2009)                

Jenny Hoff                                                  

Staff

Stephen Pitt                       Chief Executive Officer

Vikkie McCourt                       Executive Assistant  

Trevor Herden                       Director – Championships 

Therese Ritter           Manager - Championships

Emily Miller           Assistant Manager - Championships & Rules

Adam Power            National Course Rating & Championships Coordinator

Simon Magdulski          Manager - Rules & Handicapping

Chris Schwen           Event Manager - Women’s Australian Open

Brad James                             AIS/GA High Performance Director (commenced July 2010)

Matt Cutler              High Performance Manager

Frances Crampton                  National Director - Golf Development

Cameron Wade           Game Development Coordinator

Kim Gregg           Industry Development Coordinator
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Jo De Jong           Commercial Director

Liz Meyer           Marketing & Communications Manager

Hamish Jones           Media and Communications Officer

Lachlan McCallum          Chief Financial Officer/ Company Secretary

Lillian Lopez           Accounts Officer

Moira Drew           Archivist

Golf Australia Council Delegates

NSWGA               Stuart Cox, Alan Harrison 

WGNSW   Sue Fabian

Golf Queensland  Tom Crothers, Carmel Smith

Golf SA                            Chris Whitford, Deborah Miller

Golf Tasmania                Luppo Prins

VGA                                 John Hobday, Pat Doran

WGV                            Jenny Hoff

WAGA                            Ray Turner AM

WGWA                            Dianne Tomlin

Associate Members

Golf NT Stewart Cox

Life Members

Patricia M. Bridges OBE
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Chairman’s Report
I am pleased to report on the activities of the Board of Golf Australia over the last 12 months.

Following an initial period of some 18 months, addressing inherent weaknesses in Golf Australia’s financial situ-
ation and organisational structure, in 2009/10 the Board set about laying the foundations for the future.

Key areas for the Board were financial stability, game development, the sustainability of the Opens and im-
proved governance.

Financial stability is still our first priority but has been intertwined with a strong strategic thrust to secure Golf’s 
future.   Despite the necessity for higher than anticipated legal expenses and the severe shortfall in commer-
cial income, it was still possible to ensure a small surplus and thus continue to rebuild the equity, a key goal for 
the future. The level of government funding for the game as a whole continues to be disappointing, particularly 
in view of the Crawford Report’s recommendation for increased funding for the wider participation sports, and 
great reliance is thus placed on capitation fees and commercial partnerships.

Sponsorship difficulties, particularly in the wake of the Global Financial Crisis, made for an extremely 
challenging environment with two of the Opens heavily subsidised by Golf Australia for the last two years.   
Securing a 5 year agreement with World Sport Group to underwrite the Australian Open, the continuation of phil-
anthropic support by Dr Haruhisa Handa for the Handa Australian Senior Open and now the Handa Women’s 
Australian Open for an initial two year period, has both relieved a drain on our resources while continuing to 
provide a showcase for golf in Australia.

Commercial partnerships have become more significant as sponsorship has ebbed away and have merited 
closer examination.  Arrangements with Golf Link Partners and GAH (Moonah Links) were found to be unviable 
and significant work has gone into finding solutions which will bring greater benefits to Golf Australia.

The increase in capitation fees not only funded the national insurance scheme that has been successfully 
introduced but has enabled:
1) Focus on the vital area of players of the future: the National Junior Development Program will provide both 
volunteers and professionals with essential tools to teach and encourage young players.         
2) Increased education in Rules and initial training to enable the roll-out of the new Course Rating system.

Governance initiatives are gaining momentum: following a strategic review, work commenced on a new strategic 
plan and the framework was completed by the end of June; discussions commenced with State Associations on 
a Memorandum of Understanding; and a Risk Management Plan was formalised and adopted.   

The workload for the year has been demanding and challenging but the Board has felt it necessary to confront 
the difficult issues in the interests of future golfers.  I should like to thank my fellow Directors and the manage-
ment team and staff for their continued hard work, spirited enthusiasm and commitment to the future of golf.

Anne Lenagan

Chairman
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Chief Executive Officer’s Report
It is with pleasure that I report on Golf Australia’s activities for 2009/10.  It was a largely successful year for our 
organisation and I believe we have made important progress in several areas that will pay dividends for GA and 
the sport in future years.

The Australian Opens were a showpiece for the sport of golf and were excellent events played on some of the 
country’s best courses.  The Australian Open was played for the first time at the revered and iconic NSW Golf 
Club and in another first, the popular Adam Scott won his first Australian Open Championship and his first pro-
fessional tournament in Australia.  The 2010 Australian Open also marked the first time the event was part of the 
exciting OneAsia Series that is steadily growing in stature and also our first partnership with the World Sports 
Group and TRP, who proved to be excellent partners for us in 2009, along with Events NSW who we have 
worked with for the past four years.

The Handa Women’s Australian Open was held at the wonderful Commonwealth Golf Club, which opted to host 
a major tournament for the first time in 43 years.  The support of Dr Haruhisa Handa is enormously appreciated 
and it helped to make the event a very successful one.  The support of our event partner in VMEC was also 
greatly appreciated.   The golf course was in superb condition and it was very pleasing to see the manner in 
which the Commonwealth Golf Club embraced and enjoyed the event.  The winner, Yani Tseng shot a brilliant 
seven under on the final nine holes to take the title by three shots and since winning the HWAO she has won 
two major championships.

The Handa Senior Open was played at the extremely well prepared Royal Perth Golf Club and was won by Mike 
Harwood.  Again the support of Dr Handa was instrumental in making the event such a success, along with the 
tremendous services provided by Wayne Smith and the Vault Sports company.

The financial result of a surplus of $97,720, while less than originally forecast, is still pleasing given that the 
commercial market remained weak and GA had some very extensive abnormal expenditure in the area of legal 
costs.

Golf Australia has been busy with the change to the USGA Course Rating System and the USGA Handicap Sys-
tems.  Thanks to the work of our course raters, good progress is being made around the country.  In April 2010, 
Golf Australia introduced the first round of changes in relation to the USGA Handicap System, which included 
the major change of adopting the best 10 of last 20 rounds concept.

The cooperative approach enjoyed by Golf Australia and the State Associations has increased and become an 
asset for the sport.  2010/11 will see the launch of some exciting national programs, in particular the new junior 
program called MyGolf, much of which was largely developed and then shared by the Victorian Golf Association.  
This will be coordinated with the PumpGolf Program to provide a strong and seamless junior pathway, that we 
believe will better link schools and clubs and hopefully nurture junior golfers through the early interactions with 
the game.

We are again grateful for the financial support and expertise provided by the Australian Sports Commission in 
the areas of high performance and participation.  This support, coupled with that of our commercial partners and 
generous supporters such as John and Jill Kinghorn, has allowed us to increase our investment into key areas 
of the sport such as development and high performance.
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Chief Executive Officer’s Report (cont)
Golf Australia has again been well served by its hard working Board and also the supporting committees. Golf is 
extremely fortunate to have so many dedicated volunteers who give up their time to serve the interests of their 
sport.

Finally I pass on my thanks to the entire staff of Golf Australia for their efforts and results in 2009/10.  It has 
been a pleasure and a privilege working with you during the course of the year.

Stephen Pitt

Chief Executive Officer
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Review of Operations

Game Development
Coach Education:
 A new submission was made and approved by the Australian Sports Commission of the revised curriculum for 
the Vocational and Non Vocational Coaches Courses.  Golf Australia administers the Orientation – now called 
Community Golf Leader, the Level 1 – now called Community Golf Coach 1, and the Level 2 – Community Golf 
Coach 2. During this year we have been developing the considerable resources for the above, which will be 
launched early in the new financial year.

National Junior Program:
With endorsement from the R & A, the ASC, all State Associations and Junior Foundations work has progressed 
with the development of resources for the MYGolf National Junior Skills challenge and the junior development 
pathway. This will be launched in conjunction with the new Coach Education pathway.
The Active After School Communities (AASC) Program continued to grow, with good participation in all States.  
The new MYGolf challenge fits very well into this program.
 
Golf for Players with a Disability:
Memorandums of Understanding were signed with Amputee Golf Australia, Ausrapid, Blind Golf Australia, Deaf 
Golf Australia and Special Olympics and support was provided via the State Associations for these 
organisations’ events via promotion and rules officials. A special DVD was produced for Blind Golf to encourage 
Players with degenerating sight to remain in the game – entitled “You Don’t Have To See It To Tee It”.  This is 
available for download from our website. The new work in Coaches education includes  a special focus on those 
with special needs.

 Indigenous Golf: 
Once again the ASC provided a $50,000 grant to promote golf to the Indigenous community.  Grants were 
provided to the State Associations for approved programs. GA continued to support the Indigenous Golf 
Advisory Board and the National Indigenous Championships.

Australian Opens:
Junior promotion activities were conducted at both the Men’s and Women’s Australia Opens, with a very good 
segment going to air during both events.  Our appreciation to the Jack Newton Junior Golf Foundation and the 
Stuart Appleby Junior Golf Foundation for their support with the respective promotions in their State. 

Working Together:
This year two Development workshops have been held involving all State, Junior Foundation and GA 
Development personnel.  These have been most successful with good cooperation and exchanges of 
information, leading to acceptance of the above mentioned programs. 

Peninsula Country Golf Club. Host: Australian Men’s & Women’s Interstate Teams Matches
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Review of Operations

Industry Development
More people playing more golf:
Considerable research was undertaken to ascertain the most proficient way to capture the casual golfer, and 
enhance club membership.  ERRAS data confirms that there in excess of 1.2 million people playing golf, of 
which 60% are non-club golfers.  The research indicates that capturing this large percentage through a casual 
golfer scheme will not have a negative impact on club membership.  Indeed it may well lead to new 
memberships.  A new program will be launched next year.

Insurance:
The Golf Australia Insurance program was extended to the Clubs and State Associations, with a good take up of 
the Golf Club Insurance Program. 

Economic benefit: 
Golf is a $2.9 billion industry in Australia annually. Golf equipment sales account for 9% of all sporting equip-
ment in excess of $277 million.  $24 million is spent on golf specific magazines and papers. Collectively we 
continue to contribute in excess of $27 million to charities each year.  The Golf Industry employees over 21,000 
people making it one of the largest leisure/sport employers in Australia. 

Strategic Plan:
After full staff consultation the new strategic plan 2010 – 2014 was finally signed off by the Board.  

Staff:
At the end of August 2009 the Game Development department farewelled Kevin Tangey after 8 years with 
the Australian Golf Union/Golf Australia. In November we welcomed Cameron Wade to the team as the Game 
Development Coordinator. After 14 years of dedicated service, Alex McGillivray left Golf Australia in February 
2010. Kim Gregg began in the role of Industry Development Coordinator in May.

Lake Karrinyup Country Club, WA. Host: Srixon Australian Amateur Championships
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Review of Operations

Championships
Golf Australia’s National Championships continue to showcase our premier golfers.

A focal point for the year was the playing of the Australian Men’s and Women’s Interstate Teams Matches at the 
same golf venue. The north and south courses at Peninsula Country Golf Club in Victoria played host to these 
championships, and it created a unique atmosphere. Victoria was too strong in both the Men’s and Colts Series, 
while NSW won the Women’s title for the Gladys Hay Memorial Cup. 

It was Australia versus New Zealand in the finals of the 2010 Srixon Australian Men’s and Women’s Amateur 
Championships. In the men’s event, Western Australia’s Matt Jager, in his home town, won the Australian Stroke 
Play Championship, and then followed it up with a superb victory in the Australian Amateur Championship with 
an 8&7 win over Ben Campbell – the remarkable feat of winning the double which had not been achieved since 
Brendan Jones in 1999. National Squad Member Stacey Keating was too strong in the Women’s Amateur final, 
defeating New Zealand’s Cecilia Cho, after Cho had won the Stroke Play Championship in the days prior.

Our finest young players travelled to Tasmania for the Australian Junior Championships, with Anthony Murdaca 
from South Australia winning the Boys’ Championship and making him the youngest ever winner at the age of 
14 years. Australian based Korean Annie Choi won the Girls’ Championship, while the NSW girls team won the 
Burtta Cheney cup after finishing runner up on the last nine occasions. NSW won the Boys’ Interstate Teams 
Matches for the third time in four years.

Our Senior Championships provided another two notable winners – Stefan Albinksi won the men’s event for the 
second time, while Sylvia Donohoe won the women’s championship for the sixth time.

The Australian Amateur Ranking Systems were highly competitive and provided vast interest for amateur golfers 
of all ages and genders. Over 3,500 players across Australia competed in at least one Ranking Event over the 
categories for open-age, juniors and seniors.

We thank all of our host clubs over the last 12 months who have generously given up their courses for our ben-
efit, and to those many volunteers who gave their valuable time to ensure our championships ran efficiently.

Cottesloe Golf Club. Host: Srixon Australian Women’s Stroke Play Championship
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2009-2010 National Championship Winners 
 

Date Championship Venue Winner 

3-4 Aug 2009 Australian School Teams Championship  
Peninsula Country 
Golf Club (North 

Course) 
Hills International (QLD) 

3-7 Aug 2009 Four Nations Cup Le Club Laval-sur-le-
lac - Canada Canada 

15-18 Sept 2009 Asia-Pacific Teams Championship 
(Nomura Cup) 

Nam-Seoul Country 
Club, Korea Korea 

21-25 Sept 2009 Australian Women's Interstate Teams 
Matches 

Peninsula Country 
Golf Club (North 

Course) 
New South Wales 

21-25 Sept 2009 Australian Men's Interstate Teams 
Matches 

Peninsula Country 
Golf Club (South 

Course) 
Victoria 

21-25 Sept 2009 Australian Colts Interstate Teams 
Matches 

Keysborough Golf 
Club  Victoria 

19-23 Oct 2009 Australian Men's Senior Match Play Thirteenth Beach Golf 
Links  Stefan Albinski (NSW) 

23-25 Oct 2009 Handa Australian Senior Open Royal Perth Golf Club Michael Harwood (VIC) 
26-30 Oct 2009 Australian Women's Senior Amateur Royal Fremantle Golf 

Club Sylvia Donohoe (NSW) 

28-30 Oct 2009 Australian Women's Mid Amateur Royal Fremantle Golf 
Club Julie Swanson (NSW) 

29 Oct – 1 Nov 2009 Asian Amateur Mission Hills Golf 
Club, China Han Chang-won (KOR) 

5-8 Nov 2009 Spirit International Whispering Pines 
Golf Club, USA USA 

13-16 Nov 2009 Juan Carlos Tailhade Los Lagartos Golf 
Club, Argentina South Africa 

3-6 Dec 2009 Australian Open New South Wales 
Golf Club Adam Scott (QLD) 

10-12 Dec 2009 
Asia-Pacific Senior Amateur Nexus Golf Resort, 

Malaysia 

Individual - Stefan Albinski 
(NSW) 

Teams – New Zealand 
19 Feb 2010 Australian Women's Foursomes Riversdale Golf Club Cara Guest/Sarah King (SA) 

3 Mar 2010 Australian Men's Foursomes Riversdale Golf Club Luke Bleumink/Ashley Umbers 
(VIC) 

8 Mar 2010 Peugeot Women’s Classic Commonwealth Golf 
Club Riverside Golf Club (TAS) 

11-14 Mar 2010 Handa Women's Australian Open Commonwealth Golf 
Club Yani Tseng (TPE) 

17-20 Mar 2010 Srixon Australian Women's Stroke Play  Cottesloe Golf Club Cecilia Cho (NZL) 

18-21 Mar 2010 Srixon Australian Men's Stroke Play  
Lake Karrinyup & 

Mount Lawley Golf 
Clubs  

Matt Jager (WA) 

22-24 Mar 2010 Srixon Australian Women's Amateur  Lake Karrinyup 
Country Club Stacey Keating (VIC) 

22-24 Mar 2010 Srixon Australian Men's Amateur  Lake Karrinyup 
Country Club Matt Jager (WA) 

29-30 Mar 2010 Trans Tasman Cup  Royal Wellington Golf 
Club, New Zealand  Australia 

7-9 Apr 2010 Queen Sirikit Cup  Hamilton Golf Club, 
New Zealand  Korea 

14-16 Apr 2010 Australian Boys' Amateur Launceston Golf Club  Anthony Murdaca (SA) 
14-16 Apr 2010 Australian Girls' Amateur Ulverstone Golf Club Annie Choi (KOR) 
18-20 Apr 2010 Australian Girls' Interstate Teams 

Matches 
Ulverstone Golf Club New South Wales 

18-21 Apr 2010 Australian Boys' Interstate Teams 
Matches 

Launceston Golf Club New South Wales 

20-23 Apr 2010 Bonallack Trophy Karnataka Golf Club, 
India Cancelled 

28-30 Apr 2010 Australian Men's Senior Amateur Royal Canberra Golf 
Club  Stefan Albinski (NSW) 

15-18 Jun 2010 Toyota World Junior Championship Chukyo Golf Club, 
Japan Japan 

 

2009-2010 National Championship Winners



Golf Australia Annual Report 2009-2010 14

Review of Operations

Australian Opens
Men’s Australian Open

Golf Australia delivered a successful Men’s Australian Open in 2009 at New South Wales Golf Club, despite 
mixed media exposure due to weather conditions on the challenging course. 

For the first time, the event joined the new One Asia schedule and performed very well with domestic and inter-
national media coverage. One Asia provided an opportunity for a number of Korean and Chinese tour profes-
sionals, along with a number of rising stars from the US PGA Tour, making it a truly international event. 

Once again, the leading Australian players supported their National Open Championship as they have done 
over many years.  

We also continued to attract an extraordinary number of dedicated volunteers from Sydney and beyond. 

Golf Australia appointed Tony Roosenburg Promotions Sports to stage the Australian Open for the first time. 

We acknowledge and thank Events NSW, the NSW Government and corporate partners for their tremendous 
support of the Australian Open Championship and look forward to a long term continued association.

Handa Women’s Australian Open

2010 saw the Women’s Australian Open grow to a new level, thanks to the generous support of naming rights 
partner Dr Haruhisa Handa. 

Held at Commonwealth Golf Club on Melbourne’s sand-belt, the Handa Women’s Australian Open continued to 
enjoy the support of our leading players in Australia and overseas and benefit of our co-sanctioning relationship 
with the Ladies European Tour and ALPG. 

Four of the top  24 players in the world battled it out for the Patricia Bridges Bowl. 

Taiwan’s Yani Tseng was a hugely popular champion and the championship again provided a rare opportunity 
for golf fans to see Australian stars including Karrie Webb, Katherine Hull and Lindsey Wright live in action.

The overwhelming level of support and enthusiasm from volunteers contributed significantly to the delivery of 
such a successful international championship. 

We thank Victorian Major Events Company, Corporate Partners and Commonwealth Golf Club for their ongoing 
support of the championship in 2010.
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Review of Operations

High Performance
The High Performance Director Peter Knight and Australian National Coach Mark Holland both departed the 
GA/AIS High Performance Program during the course of the 2009/10 year.  The High Performance Program 
was overseen by Program Manager Matt Cutler and CEO Stephen Pitt, while there was no HP Director in place.  
Brad James, formerly the Director of Golf at the University of Minnesota, officially commenced duties as High 
Performance Director on 1 July 2010.

The 2009/10 year saw Australian teams complete in a number of events.  The major events during this period 
were the Asia-Pacific Teams Championships for men and women.  These are better known as the Nomura Cup 
(Men) and Queen Sirikit Cup (Women).  Results in all events can be seen below:

• Nomura Cup – 6th
• Queen Sirikit Cup – 3rd
• Trans Tasman Cup – 1st
• Four Nations Cup – 2nd
• Toyota World Junior Championship – 8th

Winners of the Srixon Australian Amateur Championships were:

• Srixon Australian Men’s Stroke Play: Matt Jager (WA)
• Srixon Australian Amateur Championship: Matt Jager (WA)
• Srixon Australian Women’s Stroke Play: Cecilia Cho (NZ)
• Srixon Australian Women’s Amateur Championship: Stacey Keating (VIC)

Other notable performances include Kieran Pratt winning four Australian Ranking Events in a row, Matt Jager 
winning the New Zealand Amateur and Stacey Keating winning four Australian Ranking Events.

The winners of the Karrie Webb Series were Stacey Keating (VIC) and Jessica Speechley (WA).  Both players 
travelled to the US Open as guests of Karrie for the week.

The second year of the AIS Rookie Program saw eight athletes offered scholarships - Jamie Arnold, Kate 
Combes, Rebecca Flood, Matthew Griffin, Bronson La Cassie, Susie Mathews, Brent McCullough and Stepha-
nie Na.  All players have status on one of the world’s tours.

The GA/AIS National Squad players all competed internationally in the northern hemisphere summer.  This was 
a particularly beneficial trip for our women’s squad with a number of players travelling internationally and inde-
pendently for the first time.
          
Golf Australia thanks the Australian Sports Commission, AIS, Srixon and John and Jill Kinghorn for its tremen-
dous support of Australia’s High Performance Golf Program.
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Review of Operations

Commercial
In early 2010 Golf Australia appointed Sports Marketing and Management (SMAM) to work with the business in 
building a viable commercial program. SMAM has provided the partnership with refined knowledge in compo-
nents of the overall sponsorship and marketing strategy including expertise in the areas of product and service 
supply and product development giving input and market perspective. 

The early indications as we transition the commercial business to a new model has been challenging and slow 
moving however momentum is continually building in a forward motion which is positive for both parties. As-
sistance has been greatest in the ongoing development of product that supports Golf Australia’s identified goals 
and objectives and provides sponsorship sales opportunities with a new fresh perspective. These opportunities 
are important to the sponsorship marketing strategy and the achievement of revenue goals set down by the 
business.

We have had again positive and generous support from our State Associations and this has allowed a more 
creative and all encompassing delivery for prospects who are considering golf as a marketing tool.  

Still evident are the effects that the GFC had on our economy yet our sponsorship targets remain realistic and 
true. With development of Golf Australia’s participation strategy, the refined and collaborative approach that 
has been achieved with the National Junior Program and our Open Championships attracting the best fields in 
decades, we look ahead to a healthy growth phase and an increased financial contribution as we build our com-
mercial business to its fullest potential.

New South Wales Golf Club. Host: 2009 Australian Open
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Review of Operations

Finance
The enclosed Annual Report provides full financial disclosure of the year ended 30 June 2010. 

The 2009-10 year saw Golf Australia return its second consecutive profit with a year-end result of $97,270.  
Whilst this was short of the Budget of $294,270, the year-end profit exceeded expectations considering 
significant legal fee expenditure ($391,000) and reduced commercial revenue for the year.  

On a comparative basis, the 2009-10 annual operating profit represents an increase of $75,932 against the 
2008-09 financial year.  

Revenue for the 2009-10 financial year decreased by 2.8% against the 2008-09 financial year, largely due to 
significant reductions in revenues relating to the Australian Opens, interest and commercial partnerships.  These 
reductions were offset by an increase in revenue derived from affiliation fees collected.

Given the reduction in revenue, Golf Australia successfully managed to also achieve an overall reduction in 
organisational expenses of 3.4%, which equated to $437,973.  This was a pleasing result given abnormal legal 
expenses ($320,764) and affiliated member public liability insurance ($384,623) that was introduced as part of 
the increased capitation fees.  The main areas of reduction were in Australian Open Expenses of 16.3% and in 
employment costs of 4.7%.  In addition, as a consequence of reduced commercial return, there was a 
corresponding drop in commission expenses paid by Golf Australia.

Looking forward to 2010/11, Golf Australia has budgeted to increase its investment in several key areas most 
notably junior development, where an investment of $650,000 has been budgeted.  Part of this money will be 
directed to GA’s Member State Associations to be used for game development activities.  The company will be 
targeting a moderate surplus, which would be its third operating profit in succession.  There is an aim of lifting 
Golf Australia’s equity to approximately $1.3m at financial year end.

Commonwealth Golf Club. Host: Handa Women’s Australian Open
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Message from the Australian Sports Commission
It is an honour to serve as the new Chair of the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) Board at this challenging 
and exciting period for our national sporting system.

The ASC and national sporting organisations (NSOs) have long spoken of a shared ambition to strengthen 
relationships between all system partners involved in Australian sport.

Aligned with this ambition, the Australian Government is now encouraging a whole-of-sport reform agenda, 
aimed at establishing a more collaborative, efficient and integrated sports system.

Through new direction for sport ‘Australian Sport: the Pathway to Success’, the ASC will work closely with 
sport to achieve its main objectives; boost sports participation and strengthen sporting pathways while striving 
for international success. 

The reform agenda seeks for the ASC to assist to provide stability and support for all sporting organisations 
in their pursuit of a shared, common purpose; creating a better sporting pathway for all Australians, from the 
grassroots up.

The ASC will implement the new direction, and this includes collaboration with all NSOs to allocate a record 
amount of new sports funding – committing an extra $195 million over the next four years.

This funding is in addition to the current ongoing baseline funding for NSOs. Also, the ASC will assist sporting 
organisations with access to coaching and officiating programs, governance support, planning and educa-
tion opportunities and assistance with becoming more inclusive – particularly in the areas of Indigenous sport, 
sport for people with a disability, sport for people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and 
women’s sport development programs.
This is the first time key sport partners, such as state and territory institutes and academies of sport and state 
and territory departments of sport and recreation, have collaborated on a Commonwealth funding decision in 
the interests of Australia’s sporting future.

This is an exciting time for all of us involved in Australian sport. With significant new funding from the Aus-
tralian Government, sports will be better positioned than ever before to lead the drive for higher participation 
levels and strong success on the sporting field by promoting the unique nature of their sport, creating a legacy 
and a lasting impression for communities across the country.

The ASC will continue to work with all NSOs, the state and territory institutes and academies of sport and state 
and territory departments of sport and recreation, reinvigorating access to, and participation in, sport across 
the community and driving Australia’s continued sporting success.

The Hon. Warwick Smith AM 
Chairman 
Board of the Australian Sports Commission
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