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GOLF AUSTRALIA 
RULES OF GOLF & AMATEUR STATUS COMMITTEE 

MEETING – WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2010 
AT GOLF AUSTRALIA OFFICE, MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present from the Committee: John Buckley (Chairman), Robert Crosby, Frank Gal, John 
Hopkins, Andrew Langford-Jones 
 
In Attendance: Simon Magdulski (Manager – Rules & Handicapping), Therese Ritter 
(Manager – Championships), Emily Miller (Assistant Manager – Championships & Rules) 
 
Apologies: Jenny Hoff 
 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
1. Previous Meeting Minutes 

These were agreed. 
 
2. Determination of Positions on Committee 

The Chairman advised of the Board’s intent to review the structure of the 
Handicapping & Course Rating Committee and Rules of Golf & Amateur Status 
Committee with a view to achieving consistency across the formal processes of these 
two Committees.  Due to the close proximity of the GA AGM, the Board has 
scheduled this review to take place after the AGM in order to enable engagement 
from the two new Board members.  Until this review has taken place, the Rules of 
Golf & Amateur Status Committee is to remain unaltered. 

 
 
 

RULES OF GOLF 
 

3. National Rules Accreditation & Education Programs Framework 

 
3.1 Report on Development of GA State Level Resources 

Frank Gal updated the Committee on the development of the State Level 
resources.  He advised that distribution of the final products is now 
anticipated for early 2011 after building in the experiences of trialling at State 
Level schools to be conducted in New South Wales, Queensland, and 
Victoria in the second half of 2010. 
 
The final products will exhibit some of the practical delivery guidance and 
examination material from the Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions 
Course.  Role-play methods from the Advanced State Level course will also 
be incorporated.  A further objective is to achieve greater consistency in 
difficulty between both versions of the written exam. 
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The Rules & Referee Accreditation Review Group will formally work through 
the upgraded materials before they are distributed to State Associations. 
 

3.2 Australian Advanced State Level Rules & Competitions Course 

Simon Magdulski and Andrew Langford-Jones updated the Committee on 
the difficulties currently being experienced in finalising a date for the 2011 
course.  These difficulties are largely being caused by the delay in the 
finalisation of the early-2011 Australasian PGA Tour schedule.  It is 
anticipated that a date will be confirmed very soon. 
 

4. Determination of Individual Hole Score to Count on Autoscore Score Card – 
Development of GA Policy 

GA and some State Associations have recently fielded various queries regarding 
autoscore score cards.  A common query has been: “If two different scores are 
recorded for the same hole (eg the number ‘5’ autoscore box is selected but a ‘4’ has 
been written down) which score should count?” 
 
To clarify this point, it was felt that the Rules of Golf & Amateur Status Committee 
should provide some guidance. 
 
After discussion with The R&A, the Committee has put together the following 
statement to assist those clubs and competition organisers who use autoscore score 
cards. 

 
“The R&A considers that ‘autoscore score cards’ do conform with the Rules of 
Golf.  However, The R&A does not currently consider the Rules to stipulate 
which recorded individual hole score should count in the instance of a 
discrepancy between a written score and an entry in the autoscore section of the 
card.  It is The R&A’s view that each individual Committee has the authority to 
make its own determination in this respect. 
 
To assist Committees in making such a determination, Golf Australia 
recommends that the following policy be adopted by those Committees using 
autoscore score cards: 

If two different scores are recorded for the same hole (eg the number 
‘5’ autoscore box is selected but a ‘4’ has been written down) the 
higher score will count.  (If only a number is recorded, or only an 
autoscore box is selected, that number or autoscore selection will be 
the score to count.) 

 
Note: This is only a recommendation.  Each Committee is free to develop its 

own policy in this regard after taking into consideration all local 
circumstances.  (For example, it is permissible for a Committee to adopt 
a policy deeming that only a recording in the autoscore section of the 
card will be accepted.)” 

  
5. 2011 GA Hard Card 

The Committee approved the 2011 GA Hard Card.  There will be one change from 
the 2010 version.  In-line with The R&A Hard Card and the conditions in effect for 
The R&A’s major events, the ‘one ball’ condition has been removed (note: the 
condition requiring a ball to be listed on The R&A’s list of conforming balls remains in 
effect). 
 
After discussion, the Committee decided against introducing separate pace of play 
regulations for males and females (note: male PGA Tour events in Australia have 
different pace of play regulations to those in force for female PGA Tour events). 
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6. Duties of Club Office Bearers (eg Captain, President, etc) – Development of 
National Guidance re Generic Roles & Responsibilities 

From time to time, GA is asked by clubs if it has a resource which sets out generic 
roles and responsibilities for the key golf club office bearers.  Whilst some State 
Associations have such a resource, GA currently does not.  (Note: The purpose of 
such a document would not be to establish a series of requirements.  Instead it would 
solely be for the purpose of providing guidance to those clubs desiring assistance.) 
 
The Committee decided that GA should seek the thoughts of the States on whether 
there is interest in GA facilitating the production by the States of such a document.  
(Note: In the event there is interest from the States, the Rules & Referee 
Accreditation Review Group should be considered for the task of overseeing the 
document’s production.) 
 

7. R&A Update 

The Chairman updated the Committee on developments in The R&A’s work on the 
2012-2015 Rules of Golf. 

 
8. Consideration of Potential Rule Changes 

The Committee decided to recommend to The R&A that it consider the addition to the 
Rule book of a specimen condition encompassing pace of play and timing. 
 
 

RULES OF AMATEUR STATUS 
 

9. R&A Update 

The Chairman updated the Committee on developments in The R&A’s work on the 
2012-2015 Rules of Amateur Status.   After extensive discussion, the Committee 
noted its support of the progress of this review. 
 
 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
10. Next Meeting 

March 2011 in Melbourne. 


