Stuart Appleby, Wednesday 1 December 2010

Firstly I’d like to thank Stuart for hanging around since seven o’clock this morning. You’ve had a marvellous run. You won last week and were second here last year. Your fourth child has just been born. Things are looking good. 

Last year there were similar conditions in some senses. There was the wind you expect at New South Wales. This week we are expecting something very unusual even for Sydney. We know they get a lot of rain. This is potentially an all-day affair or all-week affair. It is going to be very testing. I hope we get done by Sunday. The course is playable which is not good because we are caught out here in this weather, potentially. The greens don’t seem to have puddled up. If we’d had this rain last week at the Masters we’d have been in trouble. We had a little bit of rain and were getting in trouble but this course seems to drink it. Is this is beyond the capabilities of how we can play? I don’t know. I have potentially never seen weather like this that we actually could play in. 

Going into the Masters you said you could not hit it. Do you still feel the same?

No. I have worked very hard on my body to get my swing and my movement to improve. It has improved. I have had to overtrain so I have worked my body hard. It is a bit sore in spots but it is feeling better. I’ve had to play catch-up a bit. Again, these conditions here level off a lot of things. I don’t feel as desperate or depressed as I did at the start of the Masters week but I have a challenge ahead of me that is greater than my golf game. That will be what Mother Nature dishes out. 

How much of the course have you seen?

Yesterday I got a look at every hole. I had two attempts to do it because of the weather. I like it. It looks great. It is a pity we only get one week and it is a week like this. I would love to see this course in Sydney’s normal weather, maybe with the greens firm. If we get back here somewhat regularly in the next 10 years, it would be nice to see this place evolve. 

Will there be a premium on putting?

I think it will be on everything. This is designed to think. It is not going to be very firm, so you don’t have to think as much. Placement is not going to be as critical. On any challenging golf course that becomes firm, placement is cricitcal. You’re going to have to chip, putt, think, drive it. You will be, Should I hit driver or three wood?  Everything is here but putting is a premium, no doubt. If you are a good putter you can make a 75 into a 70 or you can shoot a low one. My putting has been all right lately. It comes and goes. Who can ever say they’ve made everything every day? The greens are in beautiful shape. If we can have good greens, we don’t mind hitting off ordinary fairways or anything else. Good greens are very critical. But again, good putters putt well on ordinary greens. The bumpiest poa anna greens at the US Opens…we saw some guys miss a few putts this year because there were that bad. Ultimately  a good putter like Tiger will putt well on anything. It is part of the game that made a 59 for me. At other times it has saved me from shooting 75 or worse. 

Question about his fast start in the Australian Open last year.

Last year I hit some putts I thought weren’t that good and they went in. That is very hard to do. I pushed it more than I would want and then the wind would pick it up or I  misread it. It was like for a time that someone was putting for me. I think everybody had that same thing going on except that I somehow managed to get the ball out where it was right. I did not know it was right. It was not as if I was hitting and saying straight away that it was right in the heart. It was a week where I was swinging it nice and making some putts, fortunately. I do like windy conditions. I don’t like it with rain. That makes it very difficult. What can I use from last year to this year? I’ve had some opportunities in Australian Opens. I’ve played well. I’ve won one. I’ve had opportunities to win more. You have to put yourself in the position. If you’ve won one and never won anything else, it’s one. But I want to keep getting there. I am playing with Greg and Fred. There is 50 years plus of world class. Greg won here in ’80. That’s 30 years ago. Playing with those guys, I feel like a schoolboy. 

When did you play with Greg.

I can’t tell you the date. It was at Kingston Heath. I think it was the year that Greg said they (the greens) were borderline. They weren’t over the line. It was ’95. I remember playing with him then. He is an amazing competitor. He still is. He plays the game with a great spirit. He wants to win. I guarantee, he thinks he can win this week.

Inaudible question.

You don’t think he does. Really? I reckon if he was three or four off the lead on the back nine, I guarantee that he is going to wake up. 

You don’t get to play much in the rain. Are there any good rain players in the field?

No, I don’t. I like guys like Craig Parry but he does not hit it far enough in these conditions. It is a big ask for him. I like the grittiness of Craig. Any of the European Tour players, guys who have spent a bit of time there, would have had five or six weeks where they have had weather something like this. If you have at the back of your mind whether your grip is dry enough, that’s not a good way to swing a golf club. A quality caddie this week will need to be an octopus. Jacques Cousteau has never been as wet as I was today. If it is like this tomorrow, we could be at the second hole wondering how we are going to get through the day. You can’t get a glove on, it is sticking on your hand, then you have it on and you are looking at it to see if it is dry and it becomes a huge distraction. It becomes hard to focus on what you are trying to do. Anyone who gets used to that throughout a season would be a European  player. 

Inaudible question.

I went out and practised for an hour, if you can call it that. Attempting to hang onto the golf club. That was not one of my smartest moments. I’ve been known to do stupid things before. 

You mentioned caddies. Do you have your regular caddie?

Yes, Scott is here. 

What is it like travelling with four kids?

You have to be an octopus to have four kids. They are not going to be travelling much this coming year – maybe through the school summer break. This year is the last year they will travel full time. It is going to be the biggest challenge for me personally, being away from my family. I love my kids and I’ve had them  from day one. They have flown for one month. That is six years now that we have been doing that. They have been at 90 per cent of the tournaments. That will be my hurdle. It will be easier for me but bad as your day might be, coming home to mayhem is enjoyable. 

Question about the SBS Championship in Hawaii.

I am looking forward to that. I hope I can fire up for the honeymoon and break the hat-trick Ogilvy is shooting for. It would be great to get an Aussie victory there again. There has been some serious dominance of the tournament by us. I’d love to feel that confidence again. When I won those tournaments there was almost a sense of not that I couldn’t be beaten but I had the feeling that it was going to be hard for everyone. I was in a good place, I loved the place, I was feeding off previous victories. I had not won the year I went back. I think Vijay won that year and he’d also played unbelievably well in those championships I’d won. That would be a great start to the year. Geoff obviously won it and got a good start to the year. I finished mine well. It is funny how you measure the year. Geoff looks at is and says it was average. If you spoke to him six months ago, you’d say he had a great year. Starting the year and playing well is important but to be honest, you would take playing well any time of the year. If you have not won all year in the US and come and win a tournament here, your year looks a bit different. 

Question about hot start last year with rounds of 66 and 66.

You never know when something might mean something. I could have been on the range this morning in that rain and … it might be the British Open in six or seven months time. You never know when something might pop into your mind. When I won my first tournament, the Honda Classic in ’97, the week before I’d missed the cut at Doral. I was on the range and a bit frustrated. I’d putted really well but could not make anything. It hit it all around the hole. I remember hitting one shot on that range. I tried something and I worked. I went, Wow, that’s it. I went and won the next week just because of that one shot. Then I finished second to Phil the next week at Bay Hill. Never underestimate what one shot might mean or might do. Last year was great. I always come to Australia for Top 10s. That is very achievable and very realistic. But if you are not on your game, it won’t happen. At the end of ’08 I’d missed cuts in Australia. You don’t want to do that. Then I came out of the blocks and played well but did not finish it on the weekend last year. I was trying to use that to get out of an ordinary season for me. It sort of did. It came to me but it came later than I would have thought. 

Last year you beat everyone in your side of the draw by 10 shots… rest inaudible.

Golf does not owe me anything. I am very fortunate to play a sport that I manage to do okay half the time. The rest of the time it is a battle. But it is the battle I love. It is a dirty fight and at times it has its rewards. What happened to me at the Masters was, I played well and I was fortunate. I’d made mistakes and cost myself tournaments and you don’t ever seem to get a fair number back. That happens. It is a beautiful game that I hate. It is the way it will always be. But when you hit one shot out of the middle… even this morning I hit a couple on the range. Only a quarter of my shots I hit any good. But I hit one of the middle and said, God, that feels good to hit a nice shot just the way you wanted it. It does not change. Whether it was me for 13 weeks in a row after I won or whether it is the first shot off the first tee after a month off. There is something nice about it. That is why everyone loves the game as an amateur. Hitting that one shot means a lot to you. . 
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