Alistair Presnell, Thursday 2 December 2010

You have made a nice start to the week.

It is good to get the week off to a nice start. I can relax going into the second round, which is always nice. 

John Daly said it was a good morning for scoring until the wind started picking towards the end of his round. Did you find this?

It was always going up. I teed off 10 and it was playing pretty strong across us on 11 and into us on 12. But certainly the boys this afternoon will have some fun out there with the wind. 

You were in a similar position two weeks ago. What will you do differently here?

I feel a lot better about my game this week. At the Masters I was not overly comfortable with it. I was thinking that if I made the cut, the week would be fine. This week I have done some work with my coach and have had a couple of weeks’ break. I’d played 11 events in a row going into the Masters. Now I’ve had a couple of weeks off, seen the coach and been at home, I feel more comfortable about coming into this week and next. 

Do you think “maybe” now about the Tour school?.

You always think, maybe. I know you should not give up a spot at the Tour school. But 12 weeks in a row and my game was not very good. If I had played well at the Masters I would have definitely been there. Had it been in California I would have been there. But having three very ordinary rounds at the Masters and playing 12 weeks, I needed a break. Having the Tour school in Florida on the other side of the world on greens that I don’t tend to like, I was not 100 per cent committed. I knew I should have gone but I was not 100 per cent committed. To finish top 25 against those guys that are out there shooting seven under, and they’ll do it all week, there will be 25 guys who will comfortably do it, and I knew I was not in the right frame of mind to go. 

Was there an emotional let-down after the Masters? Did you have to pick yourself up again?

Knowing that I wasn’t happy with my game, that I had been playing ordinary the month before, I was going to have the next two weeks off. Being home I was almost on holiday anyway. On the Thursday I went out and had just a nice, cruisey round but I was not fully focused on playing the tournament. I probably should not have played the Masters. Therefore I should have had a go at the Tour school instead. When you are staying 10 minutes from the golf course it is hard to say no to playing the Masters at home. 

Did Bland’s experience help your game?

Yes. It was fantastic. To see any friend play well and do as well as he did is always great. For the last two years we have literally been side by side, living every shot and moment together. I went out and watched him and was really hopeful he would be able to pull it off. Unfortunately it did not quite happen. It shows how quickly the game can turn around. He had an ordinary six months for the second half of the year and then he he’s gone out and played 60 fantastic holes (he lost the lead for the first time on the 68th hole). The last nine holes weren’t too bad, he just did not quite get the job done for a 72 hole event. 

Inaudible question.

That’s golf. Some days you can shoot six under and the next day you shoot 80. That’s the way it goes. 

Question about playing holes three and four.

Three is playing very strong today. I hit a good drive and then I was in between a two and a three iron. I went with the three and did not quite catch it. Then my chip shop landed right where I wanted. I had to go for the higher flop shot, spinning, which I was not overly comfortable with. Four was probably a lapse in concentration. I hit an ordinary approach shot and left myself with a tricky second putt. I hit a good shot that went into the hole on five but ripped out and went to about 30 feet. I had a good chance with a six or eight-footer on six and again on seven. I had great opportunities and did not make one of them…At five I hit a nine iron straight in the hole and it ricocheted out. 
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