Matt Jones, Friday 3 December 2010

Eight birdies and no bogeys. You must have played marvellously.

Yes, I had a great day. I hit it well. I actually worked on the range before I played with my coach. We figured something out and went out there and used it and played well.

You’ve had a great year in America. When did you get back and is this your first tournament?

It is. I flew back with my wife on 16 November and worked with my coach out at the Australian, Gary Barter, for the last week or so to get ready for this week and next week. 

What did you figure out on the range?

That is hard to explain. It was just a feeling with my swing. It helped me control the ball better in the wind. 

You did not have a good end to your season. Do you communicate with your coach?

I do. I e-mail him pretty much every week or call him. I call him at midnight sometimes. His phone is always accessible for me. 

He knew what to work on?

We’ve always got a plan of where we are going, what we are doing, what we are trying to achieve in my golf swing. He is the best I know at reading my golf swing and understanding what I want out of the golf swing as well. 

The wind was pretty strong. Did you think a round like that was possible?

I saw what they shot this morning. Adam and Geoff went really low. I don’t know if they had the wind I had this afternoon. I made a few putts and a couple of good par saving putts to keep the round going. If I don’t make them, who knows what happens? It was good out there. I played great. I’ll take it. 

How many greens did you hit in regulation?

I missed four, I guess. With the greens the speed they are and with the wind, if you missed in the right spot, it is an easy chip.  You try to miss a shot so you chip into the wind. You can use the wind to your advantage. 

How does that round rank in your career?

It would be well up there. It was not playing easy at all. We play so many rounds it is tough to remember them all. Considering that the Australian Open is my home open, I am pretty happy with it. 

Inaudible question.

A win anywhere would be good. Here would be fantastic. Hopefully I could build on that on the US Tour. It is coming. If I keep working with Gary on the stuff we are going to do, it is going to come eventually. 

You are a local boy. You must have played this course at lot. You must be confident.

I have not played it too often. I think I have played it about six or seven times. I played it in the Stableford event we had here. I think it was the Greg Norman event back in 2001, a long time ago. But not since then. I have not played much at all.

You know the winds in Sydney?

I grew up playing at the Australian. It is nice and close. 

Do you fancy your chances for that reason?

Any time you get to play at home, you know the conditions. I have not played back here a lot. I get to play here once a year, maybe. I live here but to say I am used to these conditions is a little bit far from the truth. I am more used to the American style of golf now. 

Have you played in the final group of a big Australian tournament before?

I haven’t. This is as far up as I have been in and Australian event ever.

You are not daunted?

Not at all. I have played in the last group on the US Tour. I’ve played in the last group in the last round. It is not a problem at all. 

How much different was this afternoon to yesterday morning?

With my golf swing it was a lot more difficult. I knew I could control the ball a lot better today. If you can control your golf ball, you are more than happy to go and play in any conditions, if you can control its trajectory and ball flight. I would say there is one and a half shots difference. 

Have you played with Geoff before?

I don’t think I have ever played with Geoff. I know Geoff well. We always talk when we are over there. When I see him in the locker room, he is always friendly. He is a good guy. We’ll have fun tomorrow. 
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