Laura Davies interview 2 February 2011

What a year. You won five times. And this is your 20th year here.

Yes, I've been coming here since 1991

What shape is your game in?

It's okay. I've played well for the last two weeks and made a lot of putts. That is a good sign. 

And you love the Sand Belt courses.

Absolutely. They are all great golf courses. There are a lot of trees out there but if you get in them, you have a chance of getting out. 

Did you practise yesterday?

No, it was too windy. I say the girls on the range and thought, How stupid are they. 

Did you play well today?

Yes. I hit some good shots. In a pro-am you try to make as many birdies as you can for the team. 

You seemed to get a second wind last year. 

I have been playing well for the last few years. All of a sudden when I was in a position to win, I made the putt. Putting was the difference between an average year and a really good year. You don't win if you don't putt well. 

Did you every got to the point where people considered you uncompetitive at your age?

I'm always asked that question. Whenever I win a tournament, the first question is, When are you going to retire? I reply, Why would I want to retire? You can play golf to whatever age you want, really. If you are playing well, and you are competing and you are not making a mug of yourself, why not keep doing it? 

What did 2010 say to you?

Hopefully it will stop people asking when I should retire. Tom Watson nearly won the Open at 59. That is another 12 years yet. 

Where does your motivation come from? Have you ever had any trouble with motivation?

No. Just competing. Winning is the ultimate goal but competing ... last week I had a very disappointing Sunday but I was only three back going into the final round. There is no feeling like being on the tee on  Sunday with a chance to pick up a trophy. If you can't enjoy that as a professional sports person, you shouldn't be doing it. 

What are your thoughts on all these young girls coming through?

It is great to see youngsters enjoying it and being competitive so young. The one that won last week in Canberra. I don't know her age. The week before was the 13-year-old who should have won, the truth be known. It is amazing. I only started playing at 14 and she nearly won the tournament at 13.

Did you see her play?

No, I was out in the fifth last group so I did not get a chance to see her hit it. 

Why don't we have one dominant player any more?

I think you need someone really special to do what Annika did, what Lorena did. At the moment there are a lot of really good players and none of them have that extra special bit that makes them win seven, eight, nine times in America in one year as Annika and Lorena did. That is pretty extraordinary. You tend to take it for granted that someone else will come along but it is unusual. We had two of them back-to-back who were dominant. 

Question about selection criteria for  Hall of Fame.

The LPGA Hall of Fame is quite simple. You get 22 points or 24 points or whatever it is or you don't get in. I know I am two short. If you can't do that, you shouldn't be in the Hall of Fame. That is the criteria. They did make it easier about 10 or 12 years ago because they probably weren't ever going to get anyone else in to the Hall of Fame if they'd kept it at, I think, 30 points. At the end of the day, if you are not good enough, tough luck. 

Do you see that as a motiviation?

At the moment I don't see it as anything because I am two points short. That's two wins. Every time I get to a major, for about the last nine years now, the last time I won was in 2001 on the LPGA, every time I go to a major, if I win, I get in the Hall of Fame. It is an incentive for me in that week. Until I get one more win, every tournament becomes potential entry to the Hall of Fame. I don't really think about it. 

Your putting was impressive last year. Did you do anything to change it?

I got a new putter in Atlantic City, so it must have been June. I kept my head down and I tried not to watch any putts. Sometimes under pressure you tend to have a little look, especially on the longer putts,   but for any putt inside 15 feet, I won't look up at all. I don't know why I tried it. I forget what reason there was for it. It just started working. I was putting unbelievably. I might have seen someone do it on TV. Something clicked in my mind when I tried it. Immediately I started holing putts. 

Is this the best you've putted for how long?

I've never stroked it any better than I do now. In the last two weeks I've lipped out an unimaginable number number of times. That, to me, means you are getting really close. Pace has been the worst thing. You come to Australia and you assume the greens are going to be lightning. So far they haven't been. 

Question about schedule for 2011.

It is pretty much the same. I think I have 30 tournaments down at the moment. If I play a couple more at the end of the year on the LPGA it will be 16 on the LPGA Tour and about 14 on the European Tour and a couple of others around the world. 

Was that the same as last year?  

Very similar because the LPGA is still struggling. It is lovely for the likes of me and some of the other European girls that have got the LPGA status. You can slip back and forth and you are not missing out. Five or 10 years ago when I used to go back and forth, you were always missing out because there was a tournament every week on the LPGA. You'd be losing ground. Now it works out very well for us. 

You don't have a home in the States?

No. 

How were the greens?

Beautiful. I think they are going to get quicker. I don't want to say anything because the greens staff will go mental if you say they are too slow. There is a fine balance. You want them quick but you don't want them ridiculous. At the moment they are just fine. 

What do you think of the course?

It suits me. I came second last year. I can remember a few holes I messed up on Sunday. It is a really strong field. There are a lot of good LPGA players here. I consider myself to be one of the ones who will be in the frame on Sunday. You never know, I might miss the cut, but you've got to hope that you will be right there in contention. 

Are there plenty of birdies out there?

Yes. If you hit a good tee shot, every hole is a birdie hole. If you stray just a little bit, every hole is a potential nightmare. The better you drive it, the better you are going to do this week. It is a typical Sand Belt course. 

