
Since our last newsletter you are likely aware that 
within NSW your State Amateur governing golfing 
organisations have amalgamated. The NSWGA and 

WGNSW are now one, and formed as Golf NSW. As such our 
new website is up and running at:  
www.golfnsw.org

WEBSITE

Under the Rules of Golf section we have some 
information on our schedule of seminars and exams, 
links to pertinent Rules information and lists of our 

current accredited Rules officials.

We are still working on the website and keep an eye out for 
our monthly Rules Quiz. The quiz is not available at time of 
publication but is expected soon.

GOLF NSW HARD CARD 

Golf NSW have produced a hard card that will be used 
at many of our events. The hard card lists a number 
of standardised Local Rules and Conditions that will 

be in use, in conjunction with any extra specific Local Rules 
at the event. The purpose is to have greater consistency from 
one event to another.

Copy of the hard card is available under Rules Officials on 
the Golf NSW website: golfnsw.org - then go to Rules, then to 
Rules Officials and see link at bottom of page or go directly to:
http://www.golfnsw.org/site/_content/document/00009294-
source.pdf

FREE RULES 
APP FOR
IPHONE, 
IPAD & 
ITOUCH

The R&A has launched an official Rules App for the Apple 
iPhone, iPad and iTouch. It is available to download for 
free from the iTunes App Store. 

The Rules App allows the user to quickly find information 
about all aspects of the laws of the game from etiquette, 
through a summary of the fundamental Rules, to the 
complete Rules of Golf (2008 – 2011).   The App will benefit 
golfers of all levels, including novices. Officials, including 
those officiating at higher levels, will also find the App useful.
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The Quick Guide section in the App contains numerous 
images, diagrams and video footage. The etiquette section 
features two-time Open Champion Padraig Harrington 
explaining pace of play, care of the course, and consideration 
for other golf course users.  The App also includes an 
interactive Rules quiz. 

THE ROLE OF A RULES 
OFFICIAL OR REFEREE IN 
MATCH PLAY

Many Rules Officials are confused about their role 
when officiating in match play. Their main concern 
is whether they should intervene when they 

observe a player about to breach a Rule. In the main, the 
answer depends on whether they have been assigned to 
a particular section of the course as a Rules Official or to a 
particular match as a referee.

Rules Officials
In match play without a referee, the players involved in a 

particular match are there to protect their own interests 
and there is no reason for a Rules Official to take any 

notice of a breach of the Rules that he may observe, unless he 
is satisfied that the opponent is not in a position to observe 
the breach. If the opponent was not in a position to observe 
the breach, the Rules Official should bring the player’s breach 
to the attention of the opponent (not the player at this 
stage). It is then a matter for the opponent to decide if he or 
she wishes to make a claim (see Decision 2-5/1). Otherwise, 
the Rules Official’s presence on the course is solely to assist 
players in the event of a claim – see Rule 2-5. 

However, if the opponent is some distance from the player 
and has the opportunity to proceed to a position from which 
he could more closely observe his opponent, but chooses not 
to do so, the Rules Official should not intervene.

Referees
A referee is defined in the Rules of Golf as “one who is 

appointed by the Committee to accompany players to 
decide questions of fact and apply the Rules. He must 

act on any breach of a Rule that he observes or is reported to 
him”.

The referee must also remain alert to observe accurately and 
to interpret correctly all the events that may occur during 
a round. When the referee sees a player about to break the 
Rules, the referee has an obligation to advise players about 
the Rules. It would be contrary to the spirit of fair play if a 
referee failed to inform a player of his rights and obligations 
under the Rules and then penalised him for a breach that 

http://www.golfnsw.org
http://www.golfnsw.org/site/_content/document/00009294-source.pdf
http://www.golfnsw.org/site/_content/document/00009294-source.pdf
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he could have prevented. The referee who tries 
to help players to avoid breaches of the Rules 
cannot be accused of favouring one player 
against the other, since he would act in the same 
manner towards any player and is, therefore, 
performing his duties impartially.

The following are examples of actions that a 
referee may take in order to prevent a breach of 
the Rules:

• If a player is about to play another ball 
because the original ball may be lost or out 
of bounds, ask the player whether it is a 
provisional ball.

• If a player at any time plays a provisional ball 
or puts a second ball into play, ensure that 
the player can identify both balls.

• If a player tees his ball ahead of the markers, 
draw his attention to it before he drives.

• If a player is about to lift a loose impediment 
in a bunker or water hazard, remind him 
that his ball is in a hazard.

• If a player is about to adopt or adopts 
a wrong dropping procedure, call his 
attention to it and point out the correct 
procedure.

It would also be wise for a referee to consider the 
following:

• Sometimes a player can be careless in his 
observance of a Rule. If there has been no 
actual breach the referee should caution 
the player and so minimise the possibility 
of having to impose a penalty later; this can 
be done by making sure that the player is 
familiar with the particular Rule.

• In any situation where a player may wish 
to take relief, the referee should advise the 
player not to touch his ball until he has 
decided upon his best course of action. 
When applicable, the referee should instruct 
the player to establish and mark his nearest 
point of relief and the prescribed dropping 
area.

• The referee should not leave the player 
simply because the prescribed dropping 
area has been established. He should remain 
in position to assist the player if a dropped 
ball rolls into a position requiring it to be 
re-dropped, or if the dropped ball strikes 
the player or his equipment. Conversely, 
the player may think that a ball that has 
been dropped and is in play should be re-
dropped. The referee should be on hand to 
prevent the player from lifting a ball that is 
in play.

• At times awkward situations will arise. The 
referee should be firm and positive, but take 
plenty of time. It is always as well to consult 
the Rule Book and it may help to let the 
players read it.

• When faced with a problem, it is often of 

considerable assistance to find out the 
player’s intention. A determination of 
this can also be very useful as a routine 
approach to a questionable action, for 
example, if the player appears to test the 
depth of sand in a bunker, or to touch the 
line of his putt when there are no visible 
loose impediments to be removed.

• In addition to the Rules and Local Rules, 
the referee must familiarise himself with 
the Conditions of Competition, which may 
vary considerably in different tournaments. 
Particular attention should be paid to any 
Pace of Play condition to enable the referee 
to act in accordance with the prescribed 
procedure, should he be faced with slow 
play.

RULES QUERIES

The following are some of the more 
interesting Rules queries received since the 
previous newsletter (answers on pp. 3-4):

Query 1
A question was raised concerning the status of suction 
caps attached to putters and whether there would be a 
penalty if the attachment was removed during a round.

Query 2
A club sought clarification regarding the Committee’s 
authority to suspend play due to wet weather and the 
player’s options when play is subsequently suspended.

Query 3
A club asked whether an elderly player, who requires 
a walking stick, would be entitled to use the stick to 
enter and exit bunkers and to help balance himself 
prior to making a stroke from the bunker.

Query 4
An interesting query was posed regarding the issue 
of advice in a four-ball competition with singles in 
conjunction.

Decision 31-1 advises that the two partners may not 
exchange advice if both are playing in the individual 
competition. In a mixed four-ball competition, the 
partners are often playing in separate competitions; a 
men’s competition and a women’s competition. 

Does the restriction on exchanging advice apply in 
these circumstances?

Query 5
A club asked whether it would be permissible to 
adopt a Local Rule allowing players to replay a stroke 
if their ball strikes cart direction signage. These signs 
are generally placed in the centre of the fairway in the 
vicinity of the putting greens (10-30 metres).

RULES 
QUIZ 
TEST 
YOUR 
SKILLS 

Consider the following five 
statements and advise whether they 
are True or False. Indicate the Rule or 
Decision reference number. 

1. In a Stableford competition, Reg completed 
a par 3 hole on which he receives a 
handicap stroke in four strokes. His marker 
correctly recorded the score of four on 
Reg’s score card for the hole, but incorrectly 
recorded three Stableford points, rather 
than two points. Reg signed and submitted 
the score card. The Committee disqualified 
Reg because of the error in Reg’s Stableford 
score. The Committee was correct in 
disqualifying Reg.

2. Tony’s ball lies in casual water in a bunker. 
He decides not to take relief. While 
addressing the ball his club touches the 
water. Tony is not penalised for touching 
the water in the hazard.

3. Marcia’s ball lies on the putting green. After 
addressing the ball but before she starts 
her backswing she notices that the wind is 
causing the ball to start rolling. She quickly 
makes a stroke at the moving ball. Marcia 
incurs a total penalty of four strokes.

4. In match play, Ray’s ball is on the putting 
green with casual water intervening 
between his ball and the hole. In obtaining 
maximum available relief Ray drops the 
ball off the green into the rough and holes 
out in three more strokes. Ray proceeded 
correctly.

5. Judy’s ball lies in a bunker. When 
addressing the ball she accidentally 
touched it with her club, but without 
moving it. Judy is penalised under Rule 
13-4 for touching the ground in the bunker.

Provide answers to the following ten 
questions.
6. In a four-ball match, Richard and John 

are partners. They mark their balls on the 
green, but by mistake, Richard replaces his 
ball at John’s mark and putts. What is the 
ruling?

7. In stroke play, Colleen addressed her ball 
on the putting green. Fearful that the ball 
might move due to the wind, she marked it, 
picked it up, and then replaced it. Making 
sure that the ball was at rest, she started 

to line up her putt when the ball rolled 
a few centimetres closer to the hole. She 
replaced the ball at its original position and 
proceeded to hole the putt. Did Colleen 
proceed correctly?

8. Olwyn and Verelle play their tee shots to the 
green of a par three, and their shots finish 
near each other. Olwyn putts one of the 
balls into the hole. Verelle marks, lifts, cleans 
and replaces the other ball which she then 
putts into the hole. As they walk to the next 
tee they realise they have each played the 
other’s ball. What is the ruling?

9. Justin hits his tee shot into a water hazard. 
He takes relief from the hazard and drops 
a ball in the rough in the designated Drop 
Zone. After selecting a club and considering 
his next stroke, Justin returns to the Drop 
Zone and cannot find the dropped ball. 
(There is no reason to believe that the ball 
was taken by an outside agency.) After 
a five-minute search, how must Justin 
proceed?

10. Mario’s ball lies just behind a bunker with a 
low lip. He would like to putt through the 
bunker if the sand is not too soft. He enters 
the bunker about five paces to the side of 
his line of play and tests the condition of the 
sand in that area. Mario putts and his ball 
finishes close to the hole. Should Mario be 
penalised for his actions?

11. Bruce’s ball lies in a bunker 10 metres from 
the hole and Robert’s ball lies in the same 
bunker 8 metres from the hole on a similar 
line. Bruce plays and his ball comes to 
rest on the green 5 metres from the hole. 
On Robert’s request, Bruce goes forward 
to mark his ball before raking the bunker 
because his ball is interfering with Robert’s 
next stroke. Robert then realises that if 
his ball fails to clear the lip of the bunker, 
it could land in Bruce’s footprints in the 
bunker. Rather than wait for Bruce to return 
to the bunker, Robert restored the area 
where Bruce had played from by raking it. 
What is the ruling?

12. Adam and Barry are to play Chris and Darrell 
in a four-ball match, however, Adam arrives 
just after Barry, Chris and Darrell have teed 
off at the third hole. Adam is prohibited 
from joining the match until the fourth hole 
but he gives advice to Barry during the play 
of the third hole. What is the ruling?

13. In a stroke play event, Ken hits his tee shot 
into deep fescue where it may be lost. He 
correctly announces and plays a provisional. 
Upon arriving at the spot where the ball 
may be, he searches the area for five 
minutes, then abandons the search and 
plays the “provisional,” to the putting green. 
When he marks and lifts the “provisional,” he 
realises that it is his original ball. He replaces 
the ball, two putts, and tees off on the next 

???

hole. What is the ruling?
14. Brian’s tee shot comes to rest in an area full 

of flowers. He is not sure whether it is an 
area of ground under repair from which play 
is prohibited, so he announces that he will 
play two balls. He marks the position of and 
lifts his original ball. He then drops another 
ball in accordance with Rule 25. He places a 
third ball where his original ball lay. He holes 
out in two more strokes with the placed ball 
and he holes out in four more strokes with 
the dropped ball. When he reports the facts 
to the Committee, he is informed the area 
was ground under repair and that play was 
not prohibited from the area. What is Brian’s 
score for the hole?

15. Lynne’s tee shot comes to rest in a divot 
hole in thick rough short of the green. She 
deems her ball unplayable and lifts it. She 
drops the ball correctly in the fairway under 
Rule 28b, but it rolls into a deep divot hole 
in the fairway, less than two club lengths 
away from where it first stuck the ground. 
In frustration she picks up the dropped 
ball and throws it into the woods. She then 
returns to the tee with a new ball, tees 
the substituted ball and plays it onto the 
green with her next stroke. She then takes 
two more strokes to hole her ball. What is 
Lynne’s score for the hole?

SCORING EXERCISE

Consider the progress of the player 
John over this hole in stroke play. List 
the number of strokes, the number of 

penalties, the relevant Rules and/or Decisions 
for each step during play of the hole and then 
calculate the total score on the hole.

Hole : 290 Metres Par 4 
1. John played an iron for position on this 

short par 4.  The shot was good, leaving 
John only an 8 iron shot to the green. 

2. However, John’s second shot went slightly 
to the right and his ball finished on the 
gravel path heading to the next tee.  On 
checking the Local Rules John established 
that the path had not been declared by the 
Committee to be an integral part of the 
course.

3. John established the nearest point of relief 
from the obstruction and dropped the 
ball within one club-length of this point.  
However, the ball rolled into a nearby 
bunker when dropped and again when 
redropped.  John subsequently placed the 
ball where it struck the ground when first 
dropped and played a pitch shot from there.

4. John had played a poor pitch shot and his 
ball finished short of the green in amongst 

some the leaves.  When he removed those 
leaves immediately behind his ball he saw 
it move.  He carefully replaced the ball, 
ensuring it was at rest before stepping 
back to select his club.  

5. Having selected a club, John was four 
metres away from the ball when it again 
moved from its original position.  From the 
ball’s new position John played another 
poor shot and his ball finished on the 
fringe of the green.

6. The chip and run that faced John was not 
difficult, but having addressed the ball, 
during his back swing the ball moved. 
He continued with the stroke, but not 
surprisingly an indifferent shot resulted.  
The ball finished ten metres away from the 
hole.

7. John asked a fellow-competitor, David, 
who by chance was standing beyond 
the hole, “what’s the line?”  David did not 
answer.  John holed the putt.

RULES QUERIES 
ANSWERS
Query 1
Appendix II part 1a in the Rules of Golf advises that:  
“All parts of the club must be fixed so that the club is 
one unit, and it must have no external attachments. 
Exceptions may be made for attachments that do not 
affect the performance of the club”.

Section 1a of the R&A’s ‘A Guide to the Rules on Clubs 
and Balls’ states that allowable attachments include:

“Temporary, non-permanent attachments to the butt 
end of the grip such as tee pegs, ball markers or ball 
retrieving devices, provided:
• such items do not cause the grip to be considered 
moulded for the hands or create a bulge or waist; and/
or 
• the outer diameter of the item is less than or equal to 
the outer diameter of the butt end of the grip and the 
item does not extend beyond the butt end of the grip 
by more than 2 inches”.

This section goes on to say that although a rubber 
suction cup would exceed the diameter of the butt 
end of the grip, the use of the item will continue to be 
permitted on a traditional basis.

As far as removal of the attachment goes, part 1b 
of the Appendix advises that all adjustable parts of 
a club must be firmly fixed and there must be no 
reasonable likelihood of them working loose during 
a round.

The principle in Decision 4-2.05, which deals with 
lead tape applied to the clubhead, also applies to 
a suction cap attached to the butt end of the grip. 

Frank Gal - Chairman of Rules & Am
ateur Status
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Therefore, the cap may not be removed, added or 
altered during a round. However, if the cap became 
detached in the normal course of play, it may be placed 
back on the grip or, if this is not possible, a new cap 
may be attached. The penalty for removing, adding or 
altering the cap during a round for any other reason is 
disqualification.

Query 2
1. It is up to the Committee in charge of the 

competition to deem a course unplayable. 
Generally a round should be cancelled only in 
a case where it would be grossly unfair not to 
cancel it (Rule 33-2d & Decision 33-2d/1).

2. If play is suspended by the Committee (other 
than for a dangerous situation) and a group has 
commenced play of a hole, they may discontinue 
play immediately or continue play of the hole, 
provided they do so without delay. 

3. If the players choose to continue play of the hole, 
they are permitted to discontinue play before 
completing it. In any case, play must be ceased 
after the hole is completed (Rule 6-8a).

4. A player must not discontinue play unless (i) the 
Committee has suspended play; (ii) she believes 
there is danger from lightning; (iii) she is seeking 
a decision from the Committee on a doubtful or 

disputed point; or (iv) there is some other good 
reason such as sudden illness. Bad weather is not 
itself a good reason for discontinuing play. If a 
player discontinues play without good reason, 
they are disqualified (Rule 6-8a).

Query 3
The player is entitled to use a walking stick to assist 
in entering and exiting the bunker – see Decision 
13-4/3.5. He would also be entitled to use a walking 
stick to balance in preparation for his stroke, provided 
the Committee approves the use by this player of the 
walking stick for this purpose. 

The Committee should advise the player that the 
walking stick must not be used in a manner that would 
provide undue advantage over other players.

Query 4
This question was referred to the R&A and their 
response was that:

“If both partners are playing in individual competitions, 
whether the same one or different ones, they should 
not be allowed to exchange advice. This interpretation 
avoids the case where two female players would not be 
permitted to exchange advice (as playing in the same 

individual competition) whereas a man and a woman 
as partners could (as playing in separate individual 
competitions).”

Query 5
This query has been asked on a number of occasions 
in recent times, so it was forwarded to the R&A. The 
following response helps explain the rationale for 
prohibiting such a Local Rule:

 “There are no grounds for a Local Rule allowing a 
replay of the stroke for striking course signs or for 
providing any relief other than in Rule 24. Although 
perhaps time consuming to do so, if there is a risk of 
striking the cart sign, the player can always remove it. 
To assist, the club should be ensuring that the signage 
is readily movable or if it must be immovable, it 
should be positioned in the least obtrusive place.
 
lf the Rules start allowing replays of strokes for this, 
next it will be a replay for hitting a bunker rake.

Rather than physical signage, I have seen “carts - 
this way” or a line being painted on the grass as an 
alternative. Maybe worth considering if it is a real 
problem to the club.”

RULES QUIZ – ANSWERS
1. False. In a Stableford competition, the Committee is responsible for the addition and 

application of handicap strokes (Rule 6-6d). As the player recorded the correct stroke 
score the Committee should amend Reg’s Stableford points for the hole to two and 
adjust his total points for the round.  

2. True. Rule 13-4b prohibits touching water in a water hazard. Tony’s ball lies in a bunker 
and he is not penalised for touching the water in the bunker.

3. True. Since Marcia had addressed the ball and the ball moved before she began the 
backswing, she incurred the general penalty of two strokes under Rule 18-2b when she 
failed to replace her ball and a further penalty of two strokes under Rule 14-5 for making 
a stroke at a moving ball. 

4. False. Although the nearest point of maximum available relief is off the green, under 
Rule 25-1b(iii), the ball must be placed at that point, not dropped. Ray loses the hole for 
a breach of this Rule.

5. False. Judy’s action does not constitute touching or testing the ground in the bunker in 
breach of Rule 13-4 (Decision 13-4/12).

6. The side loses the hole. Richard incurred a loss of hole penalty when he played from a 
wrong place and since his breach assisted his partner, John, who was to putt from the 
same place, the penalty applies to John also (Rule 30-3f ).

7. No. When Colleen lifted the ball after addressing it she was no longer subject to penalty 
under Rule 18-2b. When the ball subsequently moved after being replaced, as it had 
not been addressed Colleen was required to play the ball as it lies (Decision 18-2b/8). 
When she lifted the ball and played it from its original position, she incurred the general 
penalty of two strokes under Rule 18-2a.

8. Olwyn incurs a two-stroke penalty for playing a wrong ball and must correct her error 
before teeing off on the next hole (Rule 15-3b). When Verelle lifted and replaced Olwyn’s 
ball, it became a substituted ball which she then played from a wrong place. She incurs a 
penalty of two strokes for playing from a wrong place, but there is no additional penalty 
for incorrectly substituting a ball (see the exception to Rule 15-2 and note 3 to Rule 20-
7c). Therefore, Verelle’s score for the hole is four.

9. Since the ball is lost, Justin must play a ball as nearly as possible at the spot from 
which the original ball was last played (the tee), hitting four – Rule 27-1c.

10. Mario incurs no penalty. Since Mario’s ball does not lie in the bunker he is permitted 
to test the condition of the bunker (Rule 13-4). Also, since the testing did not improve 
Mario’s line of play he was not in breach of Rule 13-2 (Decision 13-2/30).

11. In equity, Robert was entitled to restore the bunker since there was a reasonable 
possibility that the area disturbed by Bruce could affect his next stroke (Decision 
13-4/19).

12. No penalty is incurred. Although Adam cannot join the match (i.e, play) during play of 
the third hole, he is permitted to give advice to his partner (Decision 30-3a/2).

13. When Ken failed to find his original ball after a five minute search it was “lost” (see 
definition of “lost ball”). When he made a stroke at the original ball he played a 
wrong ball (see definition of “wrong ball”). Since Ken played from the next teeing 
ground without correcting his error, he is disqualified for a breach of Rule 15-3b. On 
discovering that the ball he played was the original ball, Ken was required to either 
search for his provisional ball or return to the tee playing 5.

14. Brian’s score is 5. Since the area was GUR and play was not prohibited, Brian proceeded 
correctly with both balls. However, since he failed to announce which one he wanted 
to count, the score with the first ball put into play counts (i.e., the ball dropped under 
Rule 25-2) – see Rule 3-3. Brian was also permitted under Rule 3-3 to lift his original 
ball and place another ball where the original ball lay (Decision 3-3/13).

15. Lynne’s score is 6. When the ball was dropped, it was in play. When she moved it she 
incurred a penalty stroke under Rule 18-2a and was required to replace it or incur a 
total penalty of two strokes. However, when she returned to the tee without replacing 
the ball, she played under stroke and distance (Rule 27-1a). Therefore, the penalty 
under Rule 18-2a does not apply (Decision 18-2a/1). Also, Lynne was entitled to 
substitute a ball in proceeding under stroke and distance.

SCORING EXERCISE ANSWERS
Steps Strokes Penalty Strokes Rule Decision

1 1 0

2 1 0

3 1 2 R24-2b(i)   R20-2c   R20-7c

4 0 1 R18-2a

5 1 0 R20-3d

6 1 1 R18-2b

7 1 2 R8-1b

Total strokes = 6 Total penalty Strokes = 6 Score for hole = 12
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