
 GOLF NSW  

Minutes of the Meeting of the RULES AND AMATEUR STATUS COMMITTEE 

held at the Golf NSW office at 1A Duncan Street, Arncliffe, 

on Tuesday 9
th

 August 2011, at 1.00p.m. 

 

 

Present: F. Gal (Chairman), C. Allen, S. Fabian, I. Fraser, R. Griffiths, J. Moran, M. Palmer, 

 J. Robinson, M. Shepherd and J. Waanders 

 

Apologies: J. Haddrick 

 

In Attendance: R. Clark and G. Phillipson 

 

Confirmation of 

Minutes: The Minutes of the Rules and Amateur Status Committee meeting held on Tuesday 

14th June 2011 were not available at the meeting and will be forwarded to 

committee members for perusal and feedback prior to confirmation. 

 

Business Arising: 

 

1-1 Rules Quiz – website update 

 

The meeting was advised the matter was still being negotiated with the website 

providers. It was agreed Graeme Phillipson would converse with Nicky Bethwaite 

with view to finalisation or alternate pricing and options. 

Business: 

 

2-1  Correspondence / Memorandums from Golf Australia: 

 

a) Response to previous queries regarding player touching green in front of ball, 

or behind ball by placing face of club along the line of put and then takes 

stance and then moves putter to position behind ball for stroke. 

 

The R&A have taken the view that in both cases these actions are permissible. 

 

Noted 

   

b) Response to query as to whether ball was considered in bunker if not touching 

bunker but perched within bunker on a weed, clump of weed or a leaf. 

  

The response indicated in all situations the ball would be considered to be in 

the bunker. 

    

   Noted 

 

c) Memo, poster and order form sent to all clubs by Golf Australia regarding  - 

Etiquette & Pace of Play Posters and “Tee It Up” booklet which is a booklet 

designed for new players to golf. 

 

The Committee members were provided with copies of the “Tee It Up” booklet 

which was well received. The Committee recommended Golf Australia be 

approached to consider a basic test on Rules and Etiquette for clubs to give to new 
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members prior to giving them Australian Handicaps and that the test be based 

around information supplied in the booklet. 

 

It was also agreed Golf NSW would strongly recommend clubs issue the booklet to 

all new members; in particular those new to competition golf. 

 

2-2 Chairman’s report and update on Golf Australia matters.  

 

The Chairman advised there was nil to report as there had not been a recent 

meeting of the Golf Australia Rules and Amateur Status Committee. 

 

2-3 2011 State Level Rules Seminars and Exam – update 

 

Rod Clark advised the meeting that there were currently fifteen persons to attend. 

As the numbers were insufficient to warrant the split weekend and live-in formats 

the split weekend option had been withdrawn and the seminar will be conducted 

on Saturday 10th September 2011 with the exam to follow on Sunday 11th 

September 2011. 

 

Golf NSW presenters for the weekend will be will be Frank Gal, Sue Fabian, Jean 

Moran and Rod Clark. 

 

2-4 NSW Open – update. 

  

Graeme Phillipson advised the meeting that Newcastle GC was confirmed as the 

venue for the 2011 NSW Open. Further, the format would be a more traditional 

four day event with a Pro-Am on the Wednesday (no team fourball with amateurs 

as in previous years.) 

 

The meeting was advised Frank Gal, Graeme Phillipson and Rod Clark will be visiting 

the course to inspect it in regard to Local Rules and course marking. 

 

2-5 Report by Chris Allen regarding experience at U.S. Open and running of that event. 

 

Chris Allen displayed the kit provided by USGA to Rules officials as well as some of 

the documentation and instruction provided to players and Rules officials.  He then 

gave an overview of some of the procedures and experiences. 

 

The Committee Chairman thanked Chris Allen for the report and overview. 

 

Amateur Status: 

 

3-1 The following have been re-instated to Amateur Status. 

   

  Nil 

    

3-2  The following have been advised they are eligible to re-apply on or after the dates 

shown: 

 

Tyler Bratusa    - TBA 

Peter Jackson   - TBA 

 

Noted 
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Miscellaneous Correspondence: Completed Queries and Responses:  

 

 4-1 Query from Tamworth GC regarding player wishing to convert prize voucher into 

purchase of $20.00 raffle ticket with $9,000.00 golf cart as prize 

 

  The response indicated to the club that their concern about winning the prize on 

offer was unfounded but that use of the voucher in this manner is considered a 

breach; it would be the equivalent of using as cash. 

 

  Noted 

 

4-2 Query from Muirfield GC regarding a situation where players in play-off for 

foursomes championship were permitted to play at different times in the field. 

 

 The response indicated that the Committee may authorise such arrangement but 

ultimately the club must interpret their own conditions of play and could cancel 

and replay the round if they interpret that the round was not conducted in 

accordance with their conditions. 

   

  Noted 

 

4-3 Query from Ocean Shores GC regarding committee authority to have local rule 

allowing replay of strokes for balls hitting cart signs or ropes and stakes and similar 

objects. 

 

 The response included comment from the R&A on a similar query indicating such a 

local rule would not conform to the Rules of Golf. It further suggests strategic 

placement of such obstructions to have minimum impact. 

 

The Committee commented on some clubs they believe to be allowing 

inappropriate replay of strokes in similar situations and it was agreed to include 

some clarification in both the next Rules newsletter and in a future bulk mail-out to 

clubs. 

 

4-4 Query from Woollahra GC regarding situation where player authorised marking of 

his ball on the green and then played ball from where it had been set aside. 

 

 Response indicated that the player had played a stroke at a wrong ball and was 

then required to proceed correctly by placing his ball where marked and continuing 

from there with a two stoke penalty. 

 

Noted 

  

4-5 Query from Roseville GC regarding playing divisions from different tees because of 

a water carry (Divisions 3 and 4 play about 50-60 metres shorter than divisions 1 

and 2) 

 

 The response indicated that the course would need appropriate rating from the 

different tees and if at variance two competitions would be required to be 

processed on Golflink. 
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 They were advised that how they chose to allocate prizes was a matter for the 

committee to decide. 

  

 Noted 

 

 4-6 Query from Hunter Valley DGA regarding whether practice is allowed on the 

putting green of the hole last played on nine hole courses where the player had to 

play again to that green on the second nine. 

 

  The response advised that such practice is permitted. 

   

  Noted   

 

 4-7 Query from Port Macquarie GC regarding situation where a marker had recorded 

her own scores on the column dedicated to the player and the players scores in the 

column for the marker. 

 

  The marker could give no explanation as to why this was done in this manner and 

there was nothing otherwise on the card to indicate the scores belonged to anyone 

other than “Player” and “Marker”. 

 

  The matter was forwarded to the R&A and the response through Golf Australia was 

that it was considered the player should be disqualified in these circumstances 

(provided at least one of the scores listed in the player column was lower than 

actually taken). 

   

  Noted 

 

 4-8 Query from Gunnedah GC regarding who may determine the conditions of play at a 

course (e.g. Preferred Lies) 

 

  The response indicated that it would depend on the authority given to each 

committee. This could vary depending on who owns and maintains the course and 

who they have authorised to make such decisions (e.g. green keeper, professional 

or committee). 

 

  Within a club the board may delegate this authority to a Greens Committee or 

otherwise. 

 

  Hence it will depend on who has such authority; in the absence of any such higher 

authority the Committee in charge of the competition should make such 

determinations.  

 

  Noted 

 

 4-9 Query from Bob Boschman regarding local rule at his club whereby pathways not 

made of concrete and without borders are integral parts of the course – he 

contends players should be able to take relief. 

 

  Response indicated that we could not make official comment without further 

information from the club. Also supplied was the definition of “Obstruction” which 

clearly indicates the authority of the committee to deny relief. As such it was 

indicated the debate as to what is fair will be up to the members and committee at 

each club to determine. 
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  Noted 

 

 4-10 Query from Cromer GC requesting consideration to allow repair of putting greens 

and line of putt by players due to poor state of greens following a poisoning of the 

poa grass. 

 

  The matter was referred to Golf Australia who commented that whilst they were 

sympathetic to the situation, the circumstances were unusual but not 

unprecedented and indicated such a Local Rule would not be appropriate. 

 

  Noted 

 

General Business: 

 

Discussion on Club Level Rules Seminars and Exams  

 

There was much discussion on a variety of possible changes and the Committee 

members will be forwarded a document detailing some of the ideas for 

consideration prior to the next meeting. 

 

Charter  

 

The Chairman advised the meeting that a charter, to give guidelines for the 

operation of the Committee, was being prepared for presentation to the next 

meeting of the Board of Directors. 

 

This document will be forwarded to Committee members when appropriate. 

 

Committee Members: 

 

F. Gal (Chairman) C. Allen S. Fabian 

I Fraser R. Griffiths J. Haddrick 

J. Moran M. Palmer J. Robinson 

M. Shepherd J. Waanders  

  

   

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 3.10p.m. 

 

Next meeting scheduled for:   Tuesday 11th October 2011 at 1.00p.m. 

 

 

 

 

  Date: ………………………  Chairman: …………………………………… 

   


