Geoff Ogilvy interview, Tuesday 8 November 2011:

Welcome to the defending champion, Geoff Ogilvy. It has been quite a year.

It was a bit up and down. I cut my finger in Hawaii. I missed my first few tournaments which was disappointing because I was playing really well. It was just a few weeks after this. I played kind of well after that. I played pretty well at the Masters and then hurt my shoulder at the Masters and had to miss two or three months. Through the summer in the US it was not that good because I was stressing that I missed a lot of goals and tried too hard and was trying to get the shoulder back to good. Finally, by the end, I played a couple of good tournaments. 

Have you had a chance to look at the course? You have been involved in the redesign. 

I have not actually been out on the golf course this week. I am going out to play this afternoon with my captain for next week, actually. It will be good. It has had another year of maturity. Golf courses definitely grow into themselves. It was in great shape considering all the rain we had last year. We hardly hit a shot in practice last year but when we got out there on the Thursday and it was pretty good. I think it is even better again. I am looking forward to it. 

Inaudible question.

Next week's captain, do you mean? I asked him if he wanted me to sort it out but he said he'd do it himself. If two others turn up on the first tee this afternoon, they'll be there. All I know is that I am playing with Greg. 

Question about shaving.

It is Movember and it is all in a good cause. 

Question about 2011.

It was frustrating. It was my first real injury. It made me appreciate how difficult it is to play after an injury. Everyone seems to struggle coming back from injury and I wondered why. Now I know. It was frustrating more than anything because I was playing as good as I've ever played in January. I was playing great at the Masters and really looking forward to the rest of the year. It did not work out. Luckily in golf we have a lot of years. Losing a year like this would be a big chunk of your career in other sports. I feel like I have a few years left. 

Inaudible question.

In the first tournament I had a weird first round. It was not a very good first round. I played all right after that. Last week I did not play very well. Again, I had a poor first round for some reason. I played quite well in the middle rounds in Shanghai. It was disappointing not to have a good tournament but golf goes like that sometimes. They shot pretty low last week. I like to play well every week. It was disappointing. It is turning into a pretty big tournament. 

Did you see any signs that your form is starting to return?

Yes, I played lots of good stuff. In the eight rounds I played in China there was lots of good stuff. I died a few putts over the edge of the hole and a couple of things went wrong at the wrong time. It makes a big difference. You don't have to be playing bad. These guys shot some really low scores. You can be playing well and they can make you look silly. If I make a few putts and keep hitting it like I am hitting it, I'll be right. 

Additional question about form.

I'm not as sharp. I was hitting the ball really well here last year and made a lot of putts. Everything was going pretty well. I have not hit the ball as well since I hurt my shoulder but it is getting there. Professional golf is all about putting. It is not like I am putting badly. The guys who are winning tournaments are making lots of putts, making the key putts to keep things going. When you are not doing that well, you always look back and notice you have not holed the extra putt here and there. I don't think I am putting poorly. They are just not going in. They'll start to go in again. 

Question about significance of winning Australian Open.

It is pretty nice. You think about it all year. As I said, it is a special tournament to win for an Australian. When you get to the end of your career and look back, having an Australian Open on your resume is going to be pretty satisfying. I played in a lot of them before last year. I went close in a few of them so to get one done was nice. It was fun. I would love to do it again. 

Inaudible question.

It would be more satisfying right now. This field is pretty impressive. I don't think anyone is going to say in 30 years time that the winner of the 2011 Australian Open is any better than the 2006 one or whatever it is. Winning this week will be a good feather in your cap. This is a classy field. This is as good a field as you will get pretty much anywhere. 

Question about return from injury.

I guess it is psychological. I missed one of the best parts of the PGA Tour, between the Masters and the US Open. Every week is pretty good. It is a really good run of tournaments. I missed it all. I guess at the US Open I felt I needed to make some ground. I probably tried too hard. There is the mental side of trying too hard and the physical side of not wanting to hurt it again. You can hit normal shots on the range but then you get on the course and you go so much harder at it. You play with a bit of trepidation about not injuring yourself. It takes a while to get past that. That can affect your swing a bit without you knowing it. You are protecting yourself. You might start doing some funny things you don't know you are doing. A month down the track you are not hitting it well and you can't work out why. That sort of stuff goes on and it is almost impossible to avoid. There are a lot of players who have had really long stretches of bad play after injuries. I could never work it out but now I have a lot more sympathy. 

Question about Woods' injury.

It has to be hard. It is such a visible rehab for him. I can get injured and no one cares or notices. He ties his shoes wrong and it is world news. I know he had struggled with his knees basically his whole life. You saw him at the Players Championship. He could not walk. You can't play golf when you can't walk. You can't practise. When you come back, there would be the spooks. Do I really want to hurt myself again? It is really hard. That, with all the other things that have been going with him have contributed to making it hard for him to get to where he wants to get. 

Question about how the Americans will handle the local conditions. 

I think they will do well. They don't see courses exactly like this in the US. They won't be intimidated by all the water. A lot of them are very long. I can't name the field. Bill Haas is playing well. Hunter plays well every week. Tiger is a threat every time he tees it up. Adam is playing well every week at the moment. Jason has not played for a while but he played great every week this year. Justin Johnson will be fun for everyone to watch. He's one people should go to watch. He hits the ball miles and is fun to watch. Bubba is an unknown. He could blow the field away. He'll do well. It suits him out here. This is a world class field. It is like trying to pick the winner in a US Tour event. It is very hard. 

Question about the state of the game.

It is at an unbelievably good state at the moment. When Tiger dominated for so long and he was so good, there was almost that negative – that you guys aren't any good because you can't beat this guy. But now there have been a couple of years where lots of other players have stood up and played well, the general golfing public seeing the other players are pretty good as well. I think there is a greater respect for the other players now. There seems to be a greater interest in a greater amount of players in a greater amount of tournaments than there was before. You can't argue with the amount of coverage this tournament and next week are getting. I think golf is I a pretty good state. 

Question about Luke Donald.

It would be unbelievable, actually. He has had one of the most astonishing years, or 18 months really that I think anyone has ever put together. There were three or four guys at the start of the year who were trying to grab that No. 1 and no one could grab it for very long. But Luke is so clearly far and away the best player in the last 18 months. It would be fitting if he won next week. I know it is hard for him not win the money list. He deserves to win it because he has been unbelievable. 

Question about fitness.

I've put a few more on. I have been doing more eating. I had a stomach issue there for a couple of months and I was shedding weight rather rather rapidly, which is disturbing for a skinny person...if everyone here walked out on the golf course occasionally, they might have a better chance. But I'm putting a little more on. 

