Bubba Watson interview, Wednesday 9 November 2011

How often do you hit a pitching wedge to a par five?

More than you think. 

Question about playing the 13th hole. 

We are going to lay up every day. We drove it yesterday and today we drove just off the green but, for me, the green is so small and the way it runs off, you can’t really bump and run a shot up the hill. I am going to lat back and have a wedge in there. Hopefully I can hit a wedge in close a couple of times. 

Inaudible question. 

It depends on which way the wind is going. If it is into the wind on a lot of holes where I hit iron, I might have to hit driver now. Downwind I might change a lot of clubs too. 

Question about hitting driver wedge to the 14th.

Yes, but they are pro-am pins. They are not pins we would normally play. If you look at it, it is just a pro-am pin. That’s what my caddie kept saying. It is not a real pin. You can’t play that. If the greens have any speed, there is no was to play it. It does not matter today. 

Question about how the scoring will be.

You can shoot low. It all comes down to how you hit your irons. With a little bit of grain out there, the greens are going to be tricky to putt. The ball is breaking off a little bit here and there. With the high winds expected, it is going to be a lot tougher to shoot low. 

Question about the state of his game. 

It is about normal, not very good. I’ve had about a month off. I did some vacationing, hung out with friends. I started practising last week and then showed up here Monday. I think it is where I need to be. I have to putt good. It all comes down to putting. If I can get some good putts, then I can play good. 

Question about the Presidents Cup. 

We’ve had some great players who have won. We have some great players out of Australia. A lot of them play on the Tour now. Aaron Baddeley is one of my good friends. I consider him my best friend. I moved to Scottsdale because of Aaron Baddeley. We hang out a lot. You come down here and hang out with some of the guys and play some of the course that they talked about. Next week, they talked about that course being the best course in Australia, or in the top two. So it is going to be fun going down there next week and seeing it for the first time. And I’ve never played here. I think this is a good track. It would be a great track to play with your buddies. I enjoy coming down here and seeing this. I have not been here since, I think, ’05. It has been a long time but iut is fun coming back down. 

What are the attractions to get the Americans away from the PGA Tour?

The PGA Tour is done right now. This is our off-season. For them to come down, it just depends. If they have a big family they might just want to spend time at home with their kids. I don’t have any kids yet. Me and my wife, we love travelling. This is the first time my Mom has left the country. For her to come down here for three weeks in a row, it is a big deal. I can spend time with my Mom after my Dad passed away. It is easier for me to bring my family down here. It is cold in most of the US right now. 

Question about travelling to Australia.

I left on Saturday and got here Monday, however that works out. Monday we landed early in the morning. We took a water taxi and went around wherever water taxis go. It was about an hour and a half riding around in a boat. We took some pictures. Yesterday I played golf early in the morning then we went to the aquarium and a little shopping centre down on the Harbour. We are trying to get up to the zoo. As soon as I get done with you guys we will go and do some sightseeing.

Question about Baddeley.

I’ve asked him. He gets so detailed. I lose it. My mind does not work that way . I act like I am listening to him but I don’t really…He’s not really giving me any secrets. I guess he is thinking the team competition is this week. He is not helping me out. 

Inaudible question.

I am just gong to take time off. I have never played in China. I have not been there yet. I have a beautiful wife I want to send time with away from golf. I’ve got a lot of charities I want to do. I have two junior golf tournaments that I put on. I havef a lot of things I want to do other than golf. That my time to do that. Not that I hate the game of golf. I love it. I play every day when I am at home with the members of my club. But I need to get time away from it and time away from you guys, from fans, all the people wanting to take pictures, autographs. It is hard. Where I come from people want to talk to me…it is a fine line. How do you take time off? People want you to play. It is going to be tough for the rest of my life, I guess. 

Question about playing in the pro-am.

We are used to that. It was fun. You get to know people. You find out about what they like in the city they live in. You are learning a different culture. They wanted to play a bit better but it was fun. I hope they had a good time. 

Inaudible question.

I think it comes down to putting and hitting your iron shots to the right spot. The fairways are generous. I think it will come down to iron play and putting. Whoever putts the best is usually up there. I think putting the ball in the right spot on the second shot or the third shot into a par five. Making a few putts here and there is going to determine who plays the best this week. 

Question about his golf music video.

It has been good. The fans have taken to it quite nicely. There are a couple in the media who don’t like it.  We did it for charity. We plan to do more. We have one coming out but the band right now is struggling. Everyone wants to do other things. We are trying to get us all back together and do a couple more. 

How much money do you make out of that?

I have no clue. They just send cheque after cheque. One hundred bucks here and a hundred bucks there. 

Inaudibly question.

I did not do very good at school in history. I am not big on history. I’ve heard that Tiger has played down here and won. And a lot of big names have won around here. Geoff Ogilvy has won here. 

How significant is the Presidents Cup to you and the rest of the team?

I think the way they did the Presidents Cup in the middle of these two tournaments is great for Australian golf. I think it is great for world golf. This field is huge. It is good for the kids coming up to see this. To see the Presidents Cup with all the Aussies who are playing, I think it is going to be great for the fans. Again, it is going to keep building the game in Australia. The more the game grows down here, the more golf courses are going to thrive and more juniors are going to get out and play golf. It is becoming a world game so it is great on that aspect. I hope my team wins next week.

Inaudible question.

First of all is the travel. I have been going to sleep really early. I need to get over that real quick. It is different. You are learning a new golf course. You are learning different grasses, different winds, you learn that the air is a little bit thicker in the wind here. When the ball is into the wind it goes a lot shorter. It is totally different to what we are used to. It is a learning experience. We want to learn. We want to go to different places and learn golf courses and see how our game travels. It is fun unless you play really bad. 
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