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Apparently he (Daly) hit his driver off 10 and hit it in the bunker. There was another ball in the bunker which we believe might have been from the practice range. He has played a wrong ball out of the bunker. He came back and played the proper ball, his ball. Then I believe he went down 11 and hit five or six balls in the water. I’m not exactly sure (how many). He walked straight off the golf course with his son beside him, got in a courtesy car and went straight back to the hotel. It is very disappointing for the tournament. It is certainly unprofessional. And I am extremely bitter and disappointed that he has treated this championship this way. It is becoming a bit of a habit. Something similar happened last week or the week before. It is unacceptable and I certainly hope that all the Tours deal with it in the appropriate manner this time. We are definitely disappointed in that attitude and that behaviour. It is unprofessional. 

Why does he keep coming back here and take appearance money?

I’m not going to talk about appearance money but he likes to come back this time of the year to Australia. Obviously he is a major winner. We have to pay him some respect too. Even though time has moved on – don’t shake your head Stoney – he is still a major winner. He likes to come back. If he likes to play the Australian Open, we’ll have major winners. But I would say this is the last time we will see John Daly. 

This is not the first time. Why do you keep inviting him?

He needs invites in a lot of cases. As I just said, he is a major winner. What I will say is that the Tours will deal with this. They need to deal with it. He is a Tour member, on the US Tour. On the European Tour I think he may have a status. They need to deal with this in the most serious fashion. 

Can you explain the issue on 10? Was he penalised and upset about that?

No one is too happy to hit a wrong ball out of a bunker. So he gets a two-shot penalty. 

He was not arguing with the penalty, was he?

No, no. 

He has been suspended before. Are you saying he should be suspended?

I’m saying they should deal with it in the professional way needed. This brings all the other Tour players in the same boat. It is not a good light for all the other Tour players out here doing their best and playing the championship. 

He is playing in two weeks time. Would Golf Australia or the PGA of Australia withdraw their invite?

He may be playing. You might find that it will change. 

Do you know what he said to the rules official down there?

No, I don’t. I believe he went over and shook hands with his two playing partners and said, ‘I’m off’. 

Were you there?

No. 

Apparently he said he ran out of balls. 

If you run out of golf balls, and you are acting in a professional manner, you will call a rules official and we will get the type of ball he is playing with and replenish his stock. We can do that. For him to treat it as “that’s it” and “see you later”, that’s not good enough. 

There are suggestions that on the way out of the facility a cameraman was pushed. Do you know if that is right?

I heard that something happened. I am not sure of the facts so I would not like to comment. 

What sort of sanctions can apply to John in this situation?

It is up to the Tours. He is a Tour member. It is up to the Tours to deal with it. I believe they have just about had enough of him. 

Will Golf Australia be considering a fine or suspension?

We can’t fine him. Golf Australia is not a professional organisation and he is not a member of ours. We want it dealt with properly We have to protect the sport and the image of this championship which is the thing I am totally upset with. We’ve got the best field ever and he wants to treat it like this. It is not good enough. 


Can the Australian PGA Tour fine him?

My word they can and they will. 

In terms of the (US) PGA Tour and the European Tour and their sanctions, how do you handle that? Do you get in touch with them?

No. I believe the Australasian PGA Tour will be dealing with it through the Federation. 

PAGE  
1

