
2012 Rules of Golf 
- Changes -

The Rules of Golf are reviewed and updated every four years by R&A Rules Limited and the United States Golf Association.  
On 1 January 2012 a new edition of the Rules of Golf came into effect in Australia.  

This poster highlights the more significant ‘on-course’ changes that apply from that date.

This information provides a brief overview of the key rules  
changes. A summary of the main rules changes is on pages 6-8  
of the 2012 Rules of Golf.

   Rule 13-4     – Ball in Hazard; Prohibited Actions

Exception 2 to Rule 13-4 now permits a player to smooth sand or 
soil in a hazard at any time, including before playing a shot from that 
hazard, provided it is for the sole purpose of caring for the course 
and Rule 13-2 is not breached (e.g. improving line of play).
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   Rule 18-2b     – Ball Moving After Address

A new Exception exonerates the player from penalty under Rule  
18-2b if his/her ball moves after it has been addressed when it is 
known or virtually certain that s/he did not cause the ball to move.

For example, if an element other than gravity, such as moving water 
or a gust of wind moves the ball after it has been addressed, there is 
no penalty and the ball is played from its new position.

   Definition     – Addressing the Ball

A player has addressed the ball simply by grounding his/her club 
immediately in front of or behind the ball, regardless of whether  
or not s/he has taken a stance. Therefore, the rules no longer  
provide for a player addressing the ball in a hazard. 

(See also related change to Rule 18-2b)

   Rule 6-3a     – time of Starting

Rule 6-3a now provides that the penalty for starting late, but within 
five minutes of the starting time, is reduced from disqualification  
to loss of the first hole in match play or two strokes at the first hole  
in stroke play. 

(Previously this penalty reduction could be included as a condition  
of competition.)


