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Rules and Amateur Status Report 

 
• Committee Information Sessions 

Sessions were conducted earlier this month at Singleton and Tamworth. The final country 
sessions are scheduled for May at Jerilderie (7th), Thurgoona (8th), Narrabri (28th) and 
Narromine (29th).  Another round of Committee sessions is being planned for each 
Metropolitan Zone before the end of July. 
 
The focus will shift midyear to the production of a club competition management manual to 
supplement the committee sessions. Golf Australia will assist with the compilation and 
distribution of the manual. 
 
 

• Club Level Rules Accreditation 
The Golf NSW Rules Committee has reviewed the delivery of the club level accreditation 
program and has made a number of changes designed to encourage participation.  
 
Rather than conduct three-hour seminars primarily for those seeking Rules accreditation, 
the sessions will be shortened to two hours and will focus more on the day to day 
application of the Rules, particularly the relief provisions. 
 
On-line resources will be developed to supplement the programme. The study guide will also 
be available on-line for those wishing to register for the on-line examination.  
 
Other initiatives to be implemented include; 

- Promote the quick guide to the Rules of Golf as a separate publication and as an 
on-line resource 

- Develop  an on-line introductory resource for new golfers/new members 
- Advertise the GA “Tee It Up” booklet that is available to individuals and clubs 
- Provide access to video clips that will assist new golfers understand the Rules and 

etiquette by giving descriptions in everyday language 
 

• State Level 
As there are adequate numbers of State Accredited referees, the Committee decided not to 
conduct a State Level Accreditation course in 2014. Instead, there will be one or more 
Advanced Referee Courses conducted to enhance the support provided by referees at 
events in NSW. 
 
 
Referee Training and development 
An Advanced Referee Seminar will be conducted at Pennant Hills Golf Club on 25 May 2014. 
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The aim of the course is to up-skill our active referees by raising their awareness of best 
practice refereeing principles through practical role play sessions, video presentations and 
listening to first-hand examples of actual experiences at major events from experienced 
national level referees. 
 
Further courses will be scheduled, if required, to train any remaining active referees.  
 
To further assist referees and Golf NSW to better administer events, a referee 
manual/checklist will be drafted covering the essential duties of a referee at our events. 
 
 

• 2014/15 Decisions 
Attached is a copy of the article I submitted for inclusion in the autumn edition of GA’s Rules 
Newsletter on the significant new and revised decisions. 
 
 New decision 14-3/18 and revised decision 14-3/4 clarify some of the issues surrounding the 
use of smart phones as distance measuring devices. The R&A has also clarified this issue 
further on their website with an amended flowchart and a comprehensive Q&A section. 
These can be viewed on the ‘Rules News and Features’ section of the Rules tab. A copy of 
this resource is also attached. 
 
 

• Funding Schemes for Amateur Golfers 
Golf NSW recently forwarded a document to clubs outlining and clarifying the requirements 
under the Rules of Amateur Status for providing funding to elite and low handicap golfers. 
The document is designed to ensure compliance and simplify the administration by Golf 
NSW of scholarships/sponsorships provided by Clubs. The guidelines also enable Clubs to 
self administer these programs following approval by Golf NSW.   
 
 
 

• 2014 Australasian Referees & Competitions School 
GA conducted the 2014 Australasian Referees & Competitions School in Auckland, NZ during 
March. Judy Haddrick and Simon Kirlew were selected by Golf NSW to attend the school. 
Both are experienced referees and Judy is also a member of the Golf NSW Rules & Amateur 
Status Committee. 
The target attendees for this school were those State/Territory/National personnel who are 
integrally involved in rules administration and the delivery of elite competitions. There were 
presenters at the school from The R&A, GA, NZ Golf, and the PGA Tour of Australasia.  
Judy and Simon sat the R&A’s Referees exam and both achieved excellent marks. Golf NSW 
also received favourable reports on their participation from GA. 
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Decisions on the Rules of Golf 
 
Every two years, golf’s ruling bodies (the R&A and the United States Golf Association) 
publish the “Decisions on the Rules of Golf”. The Decisions provide greater clarity to the 
Rules by answering questions not specifically addressed in the Rules of Golf.  
 
The publication contains more than 1,200 Decisions and is amended every two years to 
keep up with the evolution of the game. The 2014-2015 edition, which took effect on 1 
January 2014, contains 3 new and 59 revised decisions. A list of the new and revised 
Decisions is provided at the beginning of the book. 
 
 
New Decisions 
 
Decision 14-3/18 
This new Decision allows players to access weather information during a round, such as 
wind or temperature, through an App or internet browser on a smartphone. A distinction is 
made between accessing such information in this manner and using a device such as an 
anemometer or a thermometer to actively gauge or measure these conditions, which 
remains a breach of the Rules. 
 
The Decision also clarifies that players are permitted to access information on the threat of 
an impending storm in order to protect their own safety.  
 
Decision 18/4 
Although this Decision received the most publicity, it has the least impact on play in all 
except the highest levels of elite tournament golf. It applies to a review of technological 
evidence (e.g., HDTV, digital recording or other online visual media). If the review shows 
that a ball has left its position and come to rest in another location, the ball will not be 
deemed to have moved if that movement was not reasonably discernible to the naked eye 
at the time. 
 
The R&A and the USGA have issued a Joint Statement on the Use of Video and other Visual 
Evidence to further explain their position on this issue. The Joint Statement can be viewed 
on the R&A website www.randa.org 
 
 
 
 

http://www.randa.org/
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Decision 18-2b/1 
This Decision clarifies the exception to Rule 18-2b; Ball Moving After Address. The exception 
exonerates the player from penalty if the ball moves after addressing it “if it is known or 
virtually certain that the player did not cause his ball to move”.  
 
 However, the Decision clearly explains that the effects of gravity do not satisfy this 
exception. The exception only applies if some other observable factor (e.g., wind, water or 
an outside agency) caused the ball to move. Otherwise, the player is deemed to have caused 
the movement and Rule 18-2b applies. 
 
So, if a player has addressed the ball by grounding his or her club immediately in front of or 
immediately behind the ball and the ball moves, the player will incur a penalty of one stroke 
if the movement was caused by gravity, and the ball must be replaced. 
 
 
 
Revised Decisions 
 
The following are some of the more significant revisions to the Decisions. 
  
Decision 6-6b/2 
This Decision explains that a competitor or marker can sign the score card other than in the 
space provided and may use initials in place of a signature, provided it is clear from all the 
evidence that this was done for the purpose of verifying the competitor’s score for all the 
holes. If, for example, an initial was placed on the card to verify an alteration to a score for a 
hole, this would not, of itself, satisfy the requirement under Rule 6-6b to sign the score card. 
 
Decision 14-3/4 
The amendment to this Decision allows the use of a compass during a round to determine 
the direction of the wind or of the grain in the greens.  
 
As a result, smartphones with a built-in compass can now be used as distance measuring 
devices, provided there is a Local Rule in force allowing the use of distance measuring 
devices. New Decision 14-3/18 (see above) gives further advice about the use of 
smartphones to access weather information. 
 
Decision 25-2/0.5 
 The Decision explains when a ball is deemed to be embedded in the ground and now 
includes the following diagram for clarity: 
 

http://www.usga.org/Rule-Books/Rules-of-Golf/Definitions/#Move-Or-Moved
http://www.usga.org/Rule-Books/Rules-of-Golf/Rule-18/#18-2b
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Decision 27-2a/1.5 
A provisional ball must be played before the player or his/her partner goes forward to 
search for the original ball. This revision allows a player to go forward a short distance (up to 
50 yards) to determine whether it would save time to return promptly to play a provisional 
ball. If the player proceeds more than 50 yards he or she would only be permitted to play a 
provisional ball if this is done for a specific purpose, such as to retrieve a ball or a different 
club or to confer with a referee. 
 
Decision 33-8/8 
If exposed tree roots are encroaching on to the fairway, this revision allows a Committee to 
make a Local Rule providing relief for interference from exposed tree roots when a ball lies 
on a closely-mown area. The Committee may restrict interference for the lie of the ball and 
the area of intended swing. 
 
Decision 33-8/16 
Although a Committee may adopt a Local Rule providing that all stakes on the course are 
deemed to be immovable obstructions, the amendment to this Decision recommends 
against this as it may result in players being penalised under Rule 13-2 for removing such a 
stake. This does not apply to boundary stakes since they are (1) deemed to be fixed by 
definition and (2) they are not, in fact, on the course. 
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Conclusion 
 
It is highly recommended that clubs acquire a copy of the current edition for the 
committee(s) managing competitions for the club. It is also essential that active referees 
accredited at State Level have access to the current Decisions. The hard copy can be 
purchased on-line from State Golf Associations, The R&A or online retailers such as Amazon 
or Booktopia. The Decisions are also available for Apple and Android devices. 
 

 
 

Your Distance Measuring Device Questions Answered 

From the days when selecting a club was done by 
“eye”, we have progressed through yardage books, a 
development often attributed to Jack Nicklaus, 
distance markers at the sides of fairways and 
distances on sprinkler heads, to a point where 
electronic distance-measuring devices, have become 
quite common in certain areas of the world. 

Most of the questions that The R&A receives in 
connection with distance-measuring devices along 
with the answers, are provided below. 

Q. Can I use a distance-measuring device in a competition? 

A. The use of a distance-measuring device during a stipulated round remains contrary to the Rules of 
Golf – the penalty being disqualification under Rule 14-3 (Artificial Devices, Unusual Equipment and 
Unusual Use of Equipment). However, since January 2006, a Committee can permit the use of some 
such devices via a Local Rule. 

Q. What kind of distance-measuring devices are allowed by Local Rule? 

A. A GPS, laser, smart phone, any really; however, it is important that the device only measures 
distance. The use of a distance-measuring device that is designed to gauge or measure other 
conditions that might affect a player’s play, such as gradient or wind speed, is not permitted, 
regardless of whether such an additional function is used or not, and even if that function is 
disabled. 

To help golfers and/or referees to determine the status of a particular device, The R&A has produced 
a flowchart explaining what is allowed when the Local Rule is in place: 

http://www.theopen.com/en/History/OpenChampions.aspx#player=Jack+NICKLAUS
http://www.randa.org/en/Rules-and-Amateur-Status/Rules-of-Golf.aspx#/rules/?ruleNum=14&subRuleNum=3


  Rules & Amateur Status Report 

F. Gal 

April 2014 

 

 

You can download the above flowchart here. 

http://www.randa.org/~/media/RandA/Downloads%20and%20Free%20Publications/2014/DMD%20flowchart%20v2_Jan%2014.ashx
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Q. What about multi-functional devices, such as a 
mobile phone, with a distance-measuring 
application? 

A. On the course, subject to any club or course 
regulations, a multi-functional device may be used to 
phone, text, email or to look up general information, 
provided the purpose is not a breach of the Rules, 
e.g. you cannot make a phone call to ask for advice.  

When an application that measures distance has 
been downloaded to the device, the application must be restricted to providing only distance 
information in order to conform to the Local Rule. If there are other features or applications on the 
phone that can specifically gauge or measure conditions that might affect the player’s play, such as 
an anemometer or thermometer, this would render the device non-conforming for use as a 
distance-measuring device, regardless of the fact that these other features or applications are used 
or not. 

The flowchart referred to above also covers the use of multi-functional devices and should be of 
assistance in determining whether a certain device is permissible for use. 

Q. If a player uses his smartphone to look up a weather forecast, is the player gauging the 
conditions? 

No. Accessing weather reports provided by a weather station through an app or internet browser, is 
not considered to be actively measuring or gauging the conditions and is permissible. 

Q. My smartphone has an inbuilt spirit level as part of the functionality of the phone but it is not 
part of the distance-measuring app. Can I use the phone as a distance-measuring device?  

Yes, provided that you do not use the level in a manner that might assist you in your play. 

Q. My smartphone has a compass feature. Can I use the phone as a distance-measuring device? 

Yes. A compass only provided directional information and does not gauge or measure variable 
conditions or assist the player in his play. 

Q. What should the Local Rule permitting distance-measuring devices say? 

A. The wording of the recommended Local Rule (Appendix 1, Part B, 9) reads as follows: 

“Distance-Measuring Devices 

[Specify as appropriate, e.g. In this competition, or For all play at this course, etc.], a player may 
obtain distance information by using a device that measures distance only. If, during a stipulated 
round, a player uses a distance-measuring device that is designed to gauge or measure other 
conditions that might affect his play (e.g. gradient, wind speed, temperature, etc), the player is in 

http://www.randa.org/en/Rules-and-Amateur-Status/Rules-of-Golf.aspx#/rules/?ruleNum=9.%20Distance-Measuring%20Devices
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breach of Rule 14-3, for which the penalty is disqualification, regardless of whether any such 
additional function is actually used.” 

Q. Why not simply allow distance-measuring devices without the need for a Local Rule? 

A. The advent of distance-measuring devices and their use in the game divides opinion at many 
levels. Many golfers are fans of these devices as they feel it puts them on a level footing with 
tournament professionals who have caddies providing precise distance information, whilst others 
will argue that there is no place for such technology in the game. As such, it was, and remains, 
appropriate to allow individual clubs and Committees to decide what is right for them, their 
competitions and their players. 

Q. If a Club has in place the Local Rule permitting 
distance-measuring devices and an external body, 
the national golf association, for example, is 
running an event there, does that mean that 
distance-measuring devices are automatically 
allowed in the national event? 

A. No. It is the responsibility of the national golf 
association to establish its own Local Rules for the 
event. The Local Rules written by the Committee in 
charge of the competition supersede what the Club 

has in place on a day-to-day basis. 

Q. If the Local Rules for distance-measuring devices is in place, may players share a distance-
measuring device? 

A. Yes, but it is important that players sharing devices do not unduly delay play. In addition, 
information on distance obtained from a distance-measuring device can be shared between the 
player, partner, fellow-competitor or opponent if so wished.  

 


