
© 2014 Golf Tasmania Inc. 

G o l f   T a s m a n i a   I n c . 
 

NNEEWWSSLLEETTTTEERR 
www.golftasmania.org.au 

 

Produced for the golfers and golf clubs of Tasmania Issue – December, 2014 

 
 

A WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

What a year of mixed fortunes 2014 has been for Golf 

Tasmania.  From the unfortunate situation of having to 

construct a strategic plan and aligning constitutional 

reform, with only four board members to seeking new 

board members and having more than we could appoint 

and finishing the year with a Board I am excited to be 

working with in 2015.  Congratulations to Peter Bond and 

Don Cameron! 

While I did not know Len Rae, his passing will be felt 

deeply by many of the older members of our golfing 

community who did know him and were aware of the 

many roles he filled in the golfing political sphere, not only 

in Tasmania but on the mainland, and on their behalf I 

pass on our condolences to Len’s family. 

Our strategic plan is complete and over the Xmas break 

and early into the New Year, Craig French and I will be 

working on changes to the constitution to be put to the 

members at the Special General Meeting on March 29.  

While it would be nice to be able to implement all 

recommendations, we don’t have the people power or 

finances to do this so must look into the future and 

prioritize accordingly. 

Obviously club viability is our biggest issue and all steps 

we take must have increased participation as our main 

goal.  To this end it has been positive to see Golf 

Australia’s innovations such as the Club Support Portal, 

Playgolf WEEK and the new MYGolf program being 

promoted across the state.  While in the North there are 

many registered clubs and programs unfortunately in the 

South there are very few clubs taking up the MYGolf 

program.  I look forward to seeing many members on 

March 29, I wish all members of our golfing community a 

happy and safe Xmas and a prosperous new year. 

 

 

Tony Bush 

CHAIR 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE GM 

Hi everyone.  It has been a busy few of months since our 

last edition, both on and off the course.  Off the course, we 

have accepted two Board resignations and at our final 

meeting for the year appointed two replacements.  We 

have circulated and received feedback on a draft of the 

Strategic Plan that we have been developing during the 

year and will launch the plan in early 2015.  We have 

confirmed the re-appointments of Gary Purdon, Lu Proud 

and Peter Harwood and Managers for the 2015 State 

Teams.  It has also been agreed that we will call a Special 

General Meeting in March 2015 to propose amendments 

to the Golf Tasmania Constitution in response to business 

passed at the 2014 AGM and other desirable amendments 

proposed by Lander and Rogers as part of the 

recommendations of their review. 

We have also seen the launch of the Club Development 

and Support portal.  A huge undertaking by Golf Australia, 

the state bodies and other groups to provide a portal to a 

vast amount of useful tools and tests and templates for 

clubs.  I encourage all clubs to undertake the Club Health 

Check found under the ‘Business Tools’ tab on the page 

http://clubsupport.golf.org.au/ 

On the course, it was great to see Cameron Bell of 

Launceston Golf Club win the medal as the leading 

qualifier in the men’s section of the Tasmanian Amateur 

following a number of solid mainland tournaments.  Mark 

Schulze came through the match-play to win his second 

and back-to-back championships.  Also as a great result 

and hopefully a sign of a bright future, Georgia Milbourne 

followed up her maiden State tournament victory as the 

2013 Business Women’s Open to claim the championship 

back-to-back with the 2014 title. 

PlayGolf week kicked off with a Women’s Come and Try 

Day at Llanherne on November 6 followed by 13 facilities 

in Tasmania actively participating.  Golf Australia is 

currently compiling feedback and data on these event 

which will be used to improve the event for future years. 

http://clubsupport.golf.org.au/
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE GM (CONT.) 

The MyGolf Program has been re-launched with the latest 

offering being co-sanctioned by Golf Australia and the 

PGA.  So far we have met all of our targets for club 

registrations and are getting very close with participant 

registrations.  At one stage in the North we had more 

participants wanting to take part than we have program 

spots available for them.  While we have a number of club 

registrations in the South we are yet to have a program 

activated, I hope we achieve this early in 2015 and begin 

to reap a number of the potential benefits for our clubs 

and sport. 

Also, following further correspondence and discussions 

with stakeholders, the Board agreed that the date for the 

Men’s State Pennant Final needed to be reinstated to a 

date consistent with previous years for 2015.  A 

collaborative meeting with the new Chair and members of 

the Tournament, Rules and Ratings Committee with other 

stakeholders will be facilitated in early 2015 to identify 

issues and discuss future options to overcome these 

scheduling issues. 

It has been another challenging year for Golf Tasmania 

and I would like to take this opportunity to thank Stuart 

and Joan here in the office for all the work and support 

they have provided over the last twelve months.  I would 

also like to thank and congratulate Peter Webster for his 

work with the MyGolf program in the North and North-

West regions.  2015 promises the launch of the new 

Australian Sports Commission program ‘Sporting Schools’ 

official start in term 3, but golf is getting in earlier on the 

action as one of 12 identified sports to pilot the program 

earlier in 2015 (more to come), and perhaps more on the 

women’s participation product ‘Swing Fit’. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of you 

in the golfing community that have worked to support Golf 

Tasmania over the past year, and those that also 

approach us with constructive feedback on the roles, 

events and responsibilities we undertake.  The Golf 

Tasmania office will be closed from December 24 re-

opening on Monday January 5.  We look forward to 

working with you all in 2015. 

 

 

 

Craig French 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 

COMING NATIONAL RANKING EVENTS 

Golf Tasmania would like to remind competitors that 

entries for the 2015 Tamar Valley Junior Cup, Tasmanian 

Junior Masters, Tasmanian Open and Elvie Whitesides 

72-Hole Championships are now available. 

 

The Tamar Valley Junior Cup is being conducted at the 

Greens Beach Golf Club from January 18-20.  Please click 

on the following link to download an entry form 

http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/boys--girls-

tamar-valley-cup/7580 

 

Mowbray Golf Club will host the State’s primary junior 

national ranking event, the Tasmanian Junior Masters.  

Juniors from across Australia will converge on Mowbray to 

contest the event from January 22-23.  

http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/boys--girls-

tas-junior-masters/7581 

 

The Tasmanian Open and Elvie Whitesides 

Championships, Tasmania’s most prestigious events will 

be conducted at the Royal Hobart Golf Club from February 

12-15.  

http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/mens-

tasmanian-open--womens-elvie-whitesides/7999 

 

For further information please visit Golf Tasmania’s 

website www.golftasmania.org.au or telephone ‘Golf 

House’ on (03) 6244 3600. 

 

 

Jarryd Felton (WA) – Tasmanian Open Champion 

 

Elizabeth Elmassian (NSW) –Elvie Whitesides Champion 

http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/boys--girls-tamar-valley-cup/7580
http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/boys--girls-tamar-valley-cup/7580
http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/boys--girls-tas-junior-masters/7581
http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/boys--girls-tas-junior-masters/7581
http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/mens-tasmanian-open--womens-elvie-whitesides/7999
http://www.golftasmania.org.au/eventdisplay/mens-tasmanian-open--womens-elvie-whitesides/7999
http://www.golftasmania.org.au/
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PLAYGOLF CASE STUDY – ST HELENS GOLF CLUB 

Come and Try Day Activity 

What: Basics of golf clinics with members providing coaching, and sausage sizzle. 

Time: 11.30 am - 2.30 pm 

Cost: Free 

Other Information: Bookings were preferred; families welcome; casual dress; all golf equipment supplied. 

Local Advertising: Posters displayed around the local shops (primarily sponsors of the club).  Four weeks of radio 

advertising on local FM station. 

Number of Attendees: 20 

 

Special Offer 

Any new member (Full, Country or Junior) who completes a membership application form before November 30, will 

receive free membership from 1/12/2014 to 31/12/2014. Full membership fees will apply from 1/1/2015.  

 

Nine new players joined as a result. 

 

“We found that the best method of attracting people to our Playgolf Day was by encouraging our existing membership to 

bring along neighbours, workmates and family.  Every member was contacted either by email/SMS or mail and provided 

with details of the day and encouraged to spread the word,” said Derek Foster from the St Helens Golf Club. 

 

“In November, at each competition day, we reminded members of the Playgolf Day.  We stressed the importance of 

adding to our membership base.  We only have 120 members.  Local advertising through posters at our sponsors’ 

business houses and the radio was a means to keep reminding people of the day ...  Probably had more of an effect on 

our existing members than prospective members,”  said Foster. 

 

“The radio advertising was through our local FM station.  For four weeks at 10 plays per week cost us a total of $150.00.  

Our total expenses for the Playgolf Day was approx $200.  The radio advertising plus sausages and bread for the 

sausage sizzle.” 

 

“At the day we approached each guest with a membership form in hand and signed people up on the spot.  With a 

month’s free membership people are able to “try before they buy”.  We thought a good marketing tool was that people 

would have the opportunity to try out the game before paying out for membership and equipment.  If none of the 9 

prospects pay their membership on 1/1/15 we have not lost out on much.  But if only one pays up we are in front.  One 

of the prospects has already turned up for the weekly Chicken Run competition,” added Foster. 

 

“The day was a success for two reasons.  Firstly, it showed our existing members that there are people out there who 

are interested in playing golf.  They just need someone to bring them along to the club.  Secondly, the local advertising 

put the club’s name out in the public arena which helps for encouraging local sponsors,” said Foster. 

 

VAN NOORD BEST TASMANIAN IN THE WEST 

Launceston Golf Club’s Mitch Van Noord was the leading Tasmanian in the Mandurah Amateur Open in Western 

Australia.  Van Noord carded rounds of 69, 76, 77 and 71 to finish the National ranking event in equal 25th place on 9-

over-par.  Tasmania Golf Club’s Mark Schulze shot rounds of 73, 76, 73 and 75 to finish in equal 39th position on 13-

over-par.  Current Tasmanian Open and defending Mandurah Amateur Open Champion Jarryd Felton won the event.  

The Gosnells Golf Club member won the championship with 73, 64, 70 and 68, a 9-under-par total of 275. 
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CLUB SUPPORT RESOURCE PORTAL LAUNCHED 

In October this year Golf Tasmania in collaboration with Golf Australia and additional stakeholders announced the 

launch of a new Club Support Resource portal: http://clubsupport.golf.org.au 

 

Developed by Golf Australia in collaboration with key industry bodies including all State/Territory Golf Associations, PGA 

of Australia, Golf Management Australia, Australian Golf Course Superintendents Association and the Australian Sports 

Commission, the objective of the portal is to improve the capability, financial performance and sustainability of clubs. 

 

The portal can be freely accessed and includes a comprehensive array of resources that can be adopted by any size 

and type of club.  Areas covered include: Strategic Planning & Governance, Financial Management, Risk Management, 

Insurance, Membership & Marketing, Facility Management, Workforce Management, Participation Programs and Case 

Studies & Research. 

 

Supporting the portal are two important online tools – Club Health Check and Golf Club Benchmarking. 

 

Club Health Check is a diagnostic tool provided by the Australian Sports Commission and now adapted specifically for 

golf clubs.  It involves a series of questions related to the various aspects of running a club.  Once submitted, an instant 

report is generated giving a club feedback and providing an action plan on addressing the areas that are critical to a 

club’s success. 

 

Golf Club Benchmarking is a business intelligence tool developed by Golf Management Australia.  With this tool, clubs 

can enter data such as revenue, subscription fees, and operational costs and generate reports to benchmark 

themselves against other golf clubs in Australia. 

 

The resources have been developed through harnessing the knowledge and expertise of the entire golf industry which is 

very powerful and can provide real benefits to any golf club in Australia. 

 

Tasmanian golf clubs that are concerned for their survival, (I believe that would be the majority,) can now access 

assistance garnered from very powerful allies.  Please share this resource with your club hierarchy if they are not aware 

of it, and let’s start turning the declining viability of clubs around. 

 

 

GOLF TASMANIA ANNOUNCES NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

Following a general meeting of the governing body for the sport conducted in Hobart on Monday 8 December, two new 

members were appointed to the Board of Golf Tasmania.  Riverside Golf Club’s Peter Bond and Prospect Vale Golf 

Club's Don Cameron were both successful in their bids for appointment. 

 

Golf Tasmania President Tony Bush said “thank you to all the individuals who expressed an interest and submitted 

nominations.  What a far cry from several years ago when there was little interest in Board positions.”  “The association 

received a number of worthy applications and while we were not able to accept them all I would encourage those 

remaining candidates to consider nominating for future positions on the Board.” 

 

Bond and Cameron are filling casual vacancies created by the resignation of Llanherne Golf Club’s Mark Jones and 

Launceston Golf Club’s Chris Bell.  Current Board members include Tony Bush-Chair, Georgette Chilcott, Helen 

Langenberg and John Milbourne.  Bond’s and Cameron’s positions on the Board take effect immediately. 

http://clubsupport.golf.org.au/
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NEW TOWN HIGH SCHOOL GOLF PROGRAM 

A Hobart high school in the leafy inner suburb of New Town is set to expand its golf program with the assistance of a 

local club, and State and International associations.  New Town High School Sports teachers John Sheppard and 

Nathan Heidenreich are planning to develop the school’s program, a 20 week course that has run for two years. 

 

“We are hoping to expand next year to a Golf Athletic Development course which will take the whole year to complete,” 

said Sheppard.  “This will include everything from club selection, golf swing analysis, course layouts and golf 

administration.”  Sheppard and Heidenreich will be meeting with key groups to finalise the program’s arrangements in 

the coming weeks.  “Scotland’s R&A is also very keen to continue assisting us with the program,” added Sheppard.  

“R&A is sending out another ten full sets of men’s clubs and carry bags.  That will now make it 30 sets of clubs, which 

have been donated to the school,” added Sheppard. 

 

The program is headed up by Roger Hughes, Head Professional from the Royal Hobart Golf Club.  Hughes conducts 

regular sessions with the students at the club at Seven Mile Beach and currently focuses on the basics of the sport.  

“On average we have 20 boys attend and they are exposed to the golf swing and course management,” said Hughes.  

“Most have never played the game before so this is a great opportunity for Royal Hobart Golf Club to give back to the 

community,” added Hughes. 

 

Golf Tasmania Board member John Milbourne is keen to see the program develop as a pathway to elite participation.  

“Golf Tasmania hopes that the program being developed at New Town High will serve as an example to other schools,” 

said Milbourne.  “The next step in the process is to establish programs such as this in the North and on the North West 

Coast.”  “Ideally all clubs with Professionals would have partnerships with secondary institutions,’ added Milbourne. 

 

The expansion of the program at New Town High School coincides with Golf Australia’s launce of Playgolf Week and 

as Golf Tasmania establishes its new Secondary School’s competition.  Hughes conducts clinics every Saturday at 

Royal Hobart Golf Club commencing from 3pm and juniors wishing to participate should contact the club on (03) 6248 

6161. 

 

Brandon Smith-Holthouse (New Town HS), Roger Hughes (Royal Hobart) and Tyler Willmott (New Town HS). 
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RULES OF GOLF QUIZ 

In stroke play, a player’s ball lies in an area of Ground Under Repair (GUR) through the green.  The player elects to 

take relief and drops the ball outside of the GUR within one club-length of the nearest point of relief not nearer the hole.  

However, when the player takes his stance to play the ball, his feet are still inside the GUR area.  He 

plays the ball onto the green.  What is the ruling? 

A. No penalty. C. Two-stroke penalty. 

B. One-stroke penalty. D. Disqualification. 

 

 

 

 

AUSTRALIA WINS ESPIRITO SANTO TROPHY 

Australia’s Minjee Lee, Su Hyun Oh and Shelly Shin won 

the Women's World Amateur Team Championship, 

clinching the Espirito Santo Trophy in Japan. 

 

The Australians finished with a team total of 547 strokes 

to finish two strokes ahead Canada in second and three 

clear of Korea in third place. 

 

The win is Australia's first in the championship since 

Katherine Kirk (nee Hull), Lindsey Wright and Vicky 

Thomas (nee Uwland) won in 2002. 

 

The victory was set up by a blistering performance over 

the final two rounds from world number one amateur 

Minjee Lee who shot 73, 70, 64 and 65 (-16). 

 

Su Hyun Oh finished with rounds of 71, 68, 70 and66 (-

13) while Shelly Shin shot 74, 70, 72 and 72 (E). 

 

Austrlia tied for sixth place in the corresponding men’s 

event the Eisenhower Trophy. 

 

2015 EVENTS CALENDAR 

Tamar Valley Junior Cup January 18-20 

Tasmanian Junior Masters January 22-23 

Tasmanian Men’s Senior Open February 1-2 

Tasmanian Men’s Senior Amateur February 11-13 

Tasmanian Open & Elvie Whitesides February 12-15 

Claremont Shield March 14-15 

Junior Pennant Final March 22 

Thyne Trophy & North vs South Plate April 18-19 

Men’s Pennant Finals May 31 

Women’s Pennant Finals June 14-15 

Barclay Shield September 28 

Business Women’s Open Tournament October 25 

Bronze Stableford November 9 

Judy Elphinstone 54-Hole Tournament November 15-16 

Women’s Senior, B & C Grade Amateur November 15-16 

Men’s & Women’s Amateur November 21-24 

Men’s B & C Grade Amateur November 21-22 

 

A more detailed schedule of events can be viewed at 

http://www.golftasmania.org.au/events/2015 

 

 

TASMANIAN MEN CONTEST AUSTRALIAN SENIOR AMATEUR 

A handful of Tasmanians were in action at the Australian Men’s Senior Amateur Championship in Western Australia.  

Geoff Leary, Tony Bailey and Craig Clark all took part in the event conducted at the Mandurah Country Club, Mandurah 

from September 30-October 2.  Tasmania Golf Club’s Leary and Bailey both tied for 65th position on the final leader 

board with totals of 258.  Leary shooting rounds of 85, 81 and 92 while Bailey carded 86, 85 and 87 for his three 

rounds.  Clark from the Smithton Golf Club finished a further eight strokes back on 266 after his rounds of 91, 88 and 

87. 

 

Victoria’s Gordon Claney secured the Senior Amateur title after finishing at six-over for the three rounds.  Claney led 

from start to finish in his two stroke victory and a two-over-par final round was enough to hold off a challenge from 

Western Australian Trevor Hughes.  In the interstate teams event Western Australia’s Harry Crosby, Robin Dybeck, 

Trevor Hughes and Ian McPherson secured an eleven stroke victory.  The quartet recorded an aggregate total of 674 

with New South Wales in second place on 685.  Victoria was third with Queensland in fourth and Tasmania in fifth. 

http://www.golftasmania.org.au/events/2015
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SCHULZE WINS BACK-TO-BACK AMATEUR TITLES 

Tasmania Golf Club member and state Captain Mark Schulze claimed back-to-back Men’s Amateur Championship of 

Tasmania titles in November.  To reach the final, the 34-year-old number five qualifier despatched Riverside’s Andrew 

McCarthy 6&5 in the first match play round of the championship.  Schulze then made short work of his quarter final 

match defeating Western Australia’s Aaron Dobson 5&3 on Friday afternoon. 

 

The Saturday morning semi-finals saw Schulze encounter fellow State team member Cameron Bell from the 

Launceston Golf Club.  Bell, who was the number one qualifier, defeated Launceston’s Josh Molendyk 2&1 and 

accounted for Queensland’s Kade McBride 1up at the 19th hole.  However Bell’s run to the final came to an end when 

Schulze, unfazed by his opponent, confidently set about his business and claimed the match 6&5. 

 

Meanwhile in the lower half of the draw Western Australian and number ten qualifier Paul Bucan was paving his own 

path to the final.  In the first round the Royal Fremantle Golf Club member defeated Victorian Jordan Cooper 4&2.  The 

30-year-old had a nail biter of a quarter final defeating state team member and number two qualifier Andrew Phillips of 

Tasmania Golf Club 1up.  Bucan’s 2&1 semi-final defeat of number three qualifier Sam Rawlings set up the final match 

with Schulze.  The highly anticipated final lived up to all expectations with Schulze maintaining the narrowest of leads 

throughout the 36-hole final.  Schulze eventually winning 3&1. 

 

Last year’s runner-up and Western Australian Hayley Bettencourt won the corresponding women’s title.  Bettencourt, a 

member of the Mandurah Country Club, defeated Bonnie Doon’s Sophie Cusack 9&8 to claim her first Tasmanian 

Women’s Amateur title.  Bettencourt had earlier beaten Tasmania’s Georgia Milbourne 6&5 and Devonport’s Lu Proud 

5&4 en route to the final.  Cusack defeated Queensland’s Victoria Fricot 5&3 and Riverside’s Amanda Smith 6&4 on 

her journey to the final. 

 

Riverside Golf Club’s Isaac Pinnington took out the Tasmanian Men’s Handicap title.  The 19-year-old defeated local 

member Aaron Fennell 4&3 in the 18-hole final conducted on Sunday. 

 

Mark Schulze (Tasmania) and Hayley Bettencourt (Mandurah). 

 

 

RAWLINGS LEADS THE WAY AT FEDERAL 

Riverside Golf Club’s Sam Rawlings was the leading Tasmanian in the recent Federal Amateur Open in the Australian 

Capital Territory.  Rawlings carded rounds of 71, 69, 74 and 72 to finish the National ranking event in equal twenty 

fourth place on two-under-par.  Launceston Golf Club’s Cameron Bell shot rounds of 72, 69, 74 and 76 to finish in 

equal forty third position on three-over-par.  Fellow Launceston Golf Club member Chris Sayer also teed up for the 

event but missed the cut for the final rounds with scores of 83 and 76.  Redcliffe Golf Club member and Queenslander 

Taylor MacDonald won the championship by one stroke over New South Wales’ Daniel Gale and Patrick Wilson.  
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LOCAL KNOWLEDGE KEY TO BARCLAY VICTORY 

One hundred and sixty women representing forty clubs 

entered the 2014 Barclay Shield conducted at the 

Riverside Golf Club on September 29.  The popular 

foursomes event commemorates Grace, Lillias and Effie 

Barclay who gave many years of service to Tasmanian 

golf. 

 

Riverside Golf Club fought gallantly in blustery conditions 

to secure a well-deserved victory in the event.  The team 

of Jan Simmonds, Pauline Pearson, Vicki Morris and Marj 

Colvill won with a net score of 160. 

 

Greens Beach Golf Club placed second on a count-back 

to Riverside and two strokes in front of Elderslie Golf Club 

in third on 162.  Greens Beach was represented by Pene 

Green, Leila Craw, Rosanne Byrne and Joan Wesson.  

While Elderslie was represented by Angela Cripps, Cheryl 

Millington, Nona Sonners and Tanya Downham. 

 

The day’s best 18-hole net went to Moorina Golf Club’s 

Lyn Mullins and Tania Thompson on 74.  Three strokes 

adrift on 77 were Prospect Vale Golf Club’s Louise 

Semmens and Julie Berne picking up second place. 

 

The victorious Riverside ladies team 

 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN – CHANGES TO THE LAW 

If you work with children in certain activities or services, 

you will need to register for a background check, called 

the “Working with Children Check”.  People from clubs and 

associations can start to apply from 1 October 2014.  You 

must hold registration by 1 April 2015 to participate in 

activities like coaching, team management and committee 

membership for organisations that primarily involve the 

participation of children.  The Working with Children Check 

provides a minimum screening process for people working 

or volunteering in these organisations.  The new law 

requires registration for some important roles within child 

related organisations, but importantly allows organisations 

to adjust the screening requirements to suit their particular 

organisation.  There are a number of exemptions under 

the new law regarding situations where people engaged in 

regulated activities need not apply.  These exemptions 

can be overridden if, after assessment of the risk of harm 

to children, an organisation determines that it wants these 

roles to be included in their screening regime.  For more 

information about exemptions read the Exemptions Fact 

Sheet available from 

www.justice.tas.gov.au/working_with_children.  For 

instance, you will be exempt if working or volunteering for 

a club, or association if: 

 you are engaged in a regulated activity for a particular 

employer or volunteer body for not more than 3 days 

in any 4-week period and for not more than 7 days in 

any calendar year 

 you are doing the same activity as the child (for 

example, playing together in a sporting team) 

Applications are commenced online at 

www.justice.tas.gov.au/working_with_children 

 

R&A WELCOME WOMEN MEMBERS 

The membership of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews recently voted overwhelmingly in favour of 

welcoming women members.  More than three quarters of the club’s global membership took part in the ballot, with a 

decisive 85% voting for women to become members.  This vote has immediate effect and as a result the Royal and 

Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews is now a mixed membership club.  The membership has also acted to fast-track a 

significant initial number of women to become members in the coming months.  This is a very important and positive 

day in the history of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club.  The R&A has served the sport of golf well for 260 years and will 

continue to do so in the future with the support of all its members, both women and men. 

 

http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/working_with_children
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/working_with_children
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VALE – LEONARD KEITH RAE 

The Tasmanian golfing community is mourning the loss of Leonard Keith Rae who passed away on Tuesday 9 

December, 2014.  Len had a long association with golf having been member of a number of clubs including Darwin, 

Grafton, Moss Vale, Riverside, Royal Hobart and Ulverstone. 

 

In 1971 Len captured the title of Club Champion at the Darwin Golf Club and in the same year held the amateur course 

record.  Len’s lowest handicap being that of scratch in 1973.  Over the years Len was also fortunate to represent Golf 

North West, the Northern Tasmanian Golf Association and the Southern Tasmanian Golf Union in Tasmania’s 

intrastate competition. 

 

At committee level, Len served on the Board of the Riverside Golf Club for 14 years, two years as Captain and three as 

President.  Len also spent periods of time on the committees of the Darwin and Ulverstone Golf Clubs.  Regionally, Len 

served as a Northern Tasmanian Golf Association Executive member from 1975-2001 and spent two years as 

President from 1980-1981. 

 

A Tasmanian Golf Council Executive member from 1976-2001, Len attained the position of state President in 1984, a 

position he held for three years.  As was his dedication to the state’s elite golfers, Len was Manager of the Tasmanian 

Men’s Team from 1985-1990 and a State Selector for a decade from 1984. 

 

On the national scene, Len served as an Executive member to the Australian Golf Union from 1995-2001, including 

holding the position of Australian Golf Union President in 1999.  During his time with the Australian Golf Union, Len 

served on a number committees including the Rules and Amateur Status Committee (1996-1999) and Australian Open 

Championship Committee (2000-2001).  Len also served a number of years as Captain/Manager of the Australian 

Men’s Team (1988-1989) and then as an Australian Selector from 1994-1996. 

 

Len was bestowed with life membership of the Tasmanian Golf Council in 1999 and the Commonwealth Government 

awarded Len the Australian Sports Medal in 2000 for his service to golf. 

 

Len is survived by his wife Patricia Ann and their three daughters Maureen, Jennifer and Catherine. 

 

Len Rae. 



© 2014 Golf Tasmania Inc. 

 

HALL WIN’S LUCKY 13TH TITLE 

Defending champion and Launceston Golf Club member Tammy Hall won her thirteenth Judy Elphinstone 54-Hole title.  

Hall won the championship at Devonport Golf Club with rounds of 79, 40, 77 and 40, a total of 236. 

 

Hall defeated her nearest rival and last year’s runner-up, Tasmania Golf Club junior Georgia Milbourne, by two strokes.  

The 16-year-old St Mary’s College student placed second with scores of 78, 40, 81 and 39, a total of 238.  Port Sorell 

Golf Club’s Sharon Crowden placed third with 78, 40, 80 and 42, a 54-hole total of 240. 

 

Longford Golf Club’s Lindsay French took out the net section of the Judy Elphinstone tournament and the women’s B 

Grade title run in conjunction with the championship.  While Tea Tree Golf Club’s Brenda Saltmarsh blitzed the C 

Grade field to win with scores of 103 and 112, a total of 215. 

 

Ulverstone’s Rosemary Paton became the new Tasmanian Women’s Senior champion comfortably claiming the title 

after carding 83 and 91 for a 36-hole total of 174.  Seabrook Golf Club’s Pene Evetts and local member Jane Donohue 

placed equal second on 181 with local member Wendy Beaton third on 182. 

  

 Lindsay French (Longford), Rosemary Paton (Ulverstone) Tammy Hall (Launceston) 

 and Brenda Saltmarsh (Tea Tree) 

 

 

PROUD A SUPER VETERAN AFTER THIRD CROWN 

Tasmania’s Lu Proud won her third national crown at the Australian Women’s Senior Amateur Championship at the 

Riverside Golf Club.  Competing in the super veterans flight, the Devonport Golf Club member defeated Lynnette 

Barwick (QLD) 2&1 and Mardi Dungey (WA) 6&4 to set-up a showdown with Dianne Lloyd.  The nine handicapper 

defeated Lloyd from Western Australia 4&3 in the final to claim back-to-back titles.  Proud also won the title in 2011.  

Proud was among 24 Tasmanian women chasing championship honours in the senior, new-age, veteran, super 

veteran and super veteran plus categories.  Tasmania Golf Club member Margaret Leary also won her way through to 

the super veteran plus final.  Leary defeated fellow Tasmanian Joan Higgin 7&6 and New South Wales’ Sandra Gillies 

5&4 on her way to the final.  Unfortunately Leary went down to Susan Pappas of Victoria 5&4 in the final. 

 

MILBOURNE GOES BACK-TO-BACK 

The 43rd annual Tasmanian Business Women’s Open Tournament was conducted at the Ulverstone Golf Club on 

October 26.  An enthusiastic field of 30 competitors entered the event which saw Tasmania Golf Club junior Georgia 

Milbourne win back-to-back titles.  The St Mary’s College student took out the championship with a six-over-par round 

of 79.  Milbourne, who plays off a handicap of six, defeated a quality field which included Victoria’s Heather Harley and 

North West Bay’s Zahara Lemon.  Lemon, a current State representative, and Harley, who hails from the Kooringal 

Golf Club, tied for second place with seven-over-par rounds of 80.  The best net score of the day was recorded by 

Thirlstane Golf Club member Suzanne Sykes who carded a fine 72.  The club team’s event was collected by local 

members Judy Glozier, Gaylene Melhuish and Rosemary Paton and with a net score of 232.  
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PHILLIPS BEST TASMANIAN AT KEPERRA BOWL 

A handful of Tasmania’s elite golfers were in action at the 

Keperra Bowl in Queensland.  The 72-hole Golf Australia 

national ranking event was conducted at the Keperra Golf 

Club from October 14-17. 

 

Tasmania Golf Club’s Andrew Phillips was the best 

placed of the Tasmanians making the cut and finishing in 

a tie for 32nd place.  The 37-year-old plus three 

handicapper shot rounds of 71, 76, 69 and 75, a three-

over-par total of 291. 

 

Riverside Golf Clubs Samuel Rawlings, Kade Philpott and 

Launceston’s Cameron Bell also competed in the event.  

Unfortunately the trio missed the cut with Rawlings 

carding 73 and 81, Philpott 82 and 75, and Bell 80 and 

83. 

 

Bonnie Doon Golf Club’s Troy Moses won the event by a 

massive seven strokes from defending champion Taylor 

MacDonald from the Redcliffe Golf Club. 

 

Moses carded rounds of 69, 66, 63 and 69 for his 21-

under-par total of 267 while MacDonald returned 68, 69, 

69 and 68 for his 14-under-par total of 274. 

 

 

MOWBRAY VICTORIOUS IN BRONZE STABLEFORD 

Seventy two women representing thirty six clubs contested 

the 2014 Bronze Stableford at the Mowbray Golf Club.  

The championship was contested over 18-holes by teams 

of two with the winning team being that with the lowest 

aggregate stableford total.  Local members Helen Finn 

and Mary Arnold took out this year’s event.  The duo won 

on a count-back from the Launceston and St Helens Golf 

Clubs with a combined team stableford total of 67 points.  

Arnold was the best of the winning pair returning 36 points 

while Finn chipped in with 31 points.  Launceston was 

represented by Catherin Elliott and Liz Young, while 

Sandra Flack and Helen Krawczyk flew the flag for St 

Helens.  The individual title went to Moorina Golf Clubs 

Tania Thompson who carded 42 stableford points.  

Thompson was followed by Orford Golf Club’s Helen Fox 

in second place on 34 points. 

 

Helen Finn and Mary Arnold (Mowbray). 

 

 

WOMEN’S COME AND TRY DAY A SUCCESS 

Llanherne Golf Club hosted approximately 130 women on November 6 for a Come and Try Day presented as a free 

initiative to compliment Playgolf WEEK being run from November 17-23.  Attendees were treated to demonstrations, 

fun competitions, a fashion show, a raffle and the sharing of experiences by leaders in the local golfing community.  

Golf tuition for beginners included driving with Tasmania Golf Club’s Brian Weston, Chipping with Claremont Golf 

Club’s Anthony Rowlings and putting with Golf Park Hobart’s Debbie Brinkley.  While local sporting identity Peri 

Buckley, Tasmanian women’s team member Georgia Milbourne and touring professional Ashlee Dewhurst reflected on 

their golfing experiences and achievements with attendees back in the clubhouse.  Women’s Golf Tasmania South and 

Southern Country, in conjunction with Golf Australia and Golf Tasmania, presented the day and capped off an exciting 

afternoon with champagne and nibbles.  Playgolf WEEK was a national event to drive golf participation, to be held from 

November 17-23.  It was a week of golf activities including Come & Try Days, Special Club Offers, and Prizes and 

Competitions.  Its purpose is to raise the profile of golf to new, social and future players, leading to increased 

participation.  There’s never been a better time than right now to get out onto a golf course and have a go.  Interest in 

golf in Australia is booming as Aussie golfers make their marks on the world stage and people who have never played 

before discover the simple joys of the game.  For further information on Playgolf WEEK and how to become involved in 

this nation-wide initiative please visit www.playgolf.com.au 

 

 

http://www.playgolf.com.au/


© 2014 Golf Tasmania Inc. 

 

USEFUL LINKS/TOOLS AND RESOURCES FOR CLUBS: 

There are a number useful tools available for clubs and associations and over the coming additions we will included here 

the ones that we come across.  Of course if you know of any please let us know so that we can share with everyone. 

 

PlayGolf.com.au 

http://www.playgolf.com.au/ 

PlayGolf has been relaunched and is set to be the website for all national golf marketing programs to direct inquiries, it is 

also the home for Playgolf Week set for November 2014. Make sure you club details are correct and contact Golf 

Australia to find out how to make use of this space for advertising you memberships offers and participation activities.    

 

Junior Golf Participation/Development: 

http://www.mygolf.org.au/default.aspx?s=junior-coordinator 

For clubs junior coordinators there is fantastic information contained in the Junior Coordinator Administration kit 

available from the MYGolf Web page, including a step by step guide to establishing a junior program. 

 

Australian Sport Commission: 

http://www.ausport.gov.au/supporting/clubs 

The Club Development link from the Australian Sports Commission home page has a vast amount of information and 

tools for clubs, particularly the resources tab. 

 

Good Sports: 

http://goodsports.com.au/ 

Good Sports provides free support to sporting clubs to change their culture and reduce high risk drinking. Under the 

program, clubs will focus more on young people, families and sport participation and less on drinking alcohol 

 

Sport & Recreation Tasmania: 

http://sportandrecreation.tas.gov.au/ 

Sport and Recreation Tasmania's vision is "all Tasmanians being physically active through sport and recreation."  Sport 

and Recreation Tasmania’s goals are to:  Develop and support a vibrant, innovative and inclusive sport and recreation 

sector; Develop Tasmania’s elite athletes; Facilitate participation opportunities in sport, recreation and physical activity;  

Promote the individual, social, economic, environmental and health benefits of sport, recreation and physical activity to 

the Tasmanian community; Support the provision of quality facilities and environments that meet the sport, recreation 

and physical activity needs of the community. 

 

 

RULES OF GOLF QUIZ ANSWER 

C. Rules 25-1b(i) & 20-2c(v) 

 

Golf Tasmania Inc. 

Craig French 

General Manager 

craig@golftasmania.org.au 

  (03) 6244 3600 
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