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golf report

Victoria Blessed With 
Short Course Gems

For the second year in a row, Golf Victoria 
was invited to tee it up in Lake Bolac Golf 
Club’s annual Good Friday four-person 
ambrose competition, a popular event 
that commits all its proceeds to the 
Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday 
Appeal and is supported by all the 
clubs in the local area.

Our team enjoyed the day with great 
people, all for a great cause, on a 
sensational nine-hole golf course.

The best golf courses are not always the 
toughest, rather the most enjoyable. How 
often have you walked off a golf course and 
raved about how long and difficult it was?

Victorians are blessed to have a selection 
of the best courses in the world – not just 
Australia – on our doorstep, but there is 
something extra special about a nine-hole 
layout away from the hustle and bustle of 
the city. And Victoria has plenty of them.

The Cups is considered the little sister 
of The Dunes in Rye, one of the country’s 
most respected facilities, providing an 
alternative nine-hole course that is a 
far more relaxing way to have the full 
Dunes experience.

Kings Cove in Metung was destined to 
be a traditional 18-hole facility before 
funding dried up during construction, 
but it may have been a blessing in 
disguise. The result was a nine-hole gem 

that with a clever use of tees amounts to 
6000m and a par of 72.

There can’t be many courses in Victoria 
shorter than Peterborough Golf Club on 
the Great Ocean Road. But when the wind 
picks up, there aren’t many tougher or 
more beautiful than this coastal course.

From the ocean to the mountains, no trip 
down the Great Alpine Road is complete 
without a round at Tambo Valley Golf 
Club in Omeo. Carved out of a pine forest, 
the course was designed to suit the 
environment and wildlife around it. The 
local volunteers who run Tambo Valley are 
proof of what’s achievable when it comes to 
maintaining a sustainable country golf club.

Some of Victoria’s most 
enjoyable – and most 
successful – golf courses 
are off the beaten track and 
don’t take five hours and two 
sleeves of balls to conquer.

And proving that length isn’t everything, 
the recently unveiled par-three course 
at Barwon Heads boasts nine completely 
different one-shot holes, setting up 
the perfect attraction for visitors to 
the popular Bellarine Peninsula at an 
extremely affordable rate.

These are just a few examples of the 
hidden gems that exist throughout our 
state and I certainly recommend a trip to 
all of them, if not for the challenge of a 
testing golf course but to enjoy the fun our 
great game provides.

Golf Victoria joined the global push in 
2017, led by The R&A, to encourage new 
and already rusted-on golfers to play more 
nine-hole social and competition rounds. 
A series of Play9 qualifying events across 
the state resulted in a nine-hole State 
Final on Royal Melbourne’s West Course, 
with the four winners booking themselves 
a spot in the National Final played on 
Saturday afternoon at the Emirates 
Australian Open. (Clearly, practice made 
perfect – as the Victorians took home 
the silverware at The Australian!)

Some of Victoria’s most enjoyable – 
and most successful – golf courses are 
off the beaten track and don’t take five 
hours and two sleeves of balls to conquer. 
It’s not only a great way to enjoy a round 
of golf but it’s also a fantastic opportunity 
to see parts of the state that are not 
always well travelled.

For the record, we put up a good fight 
but did not take home the Easter prize 
from Lake Bolac, but one thing is for sure 
– we will be back again in 2019. These 
types of events are just another great 
reason our game is the “Game for Life”.

Simon Brookhouse
Chief Executive Officer
 @golfvicsb

VISION FOR THE FUTURE
In this issue we look at some of the ways in which a new world order of thinking and doing is being applied to our 

great game to keep it relevant and give it a future. We look at Vision 2025 and its intention to raise the level of female 

participation to levels it enjoyed nearly half a century ago. This will have positive ramifications for the way men play the 

game, too. We look at inclusion in golf and why it is time to embrace the diversity of golf in its fullest sense. We take a look 

at the exciting proposal that is the Sandringham Golf Links Project, another venture designed for the future, and note also 

that the proposed modifications to handicapping and the rules are areas where common sense is taking place to make the 

game more enjoyable. And then there’s One Golf, the future of golf administration. Many of our feature stories this issue 

reflect the future of golf – innovative thinking is everywhere.
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DA RC Y  R I D E S 
H I S  OW N  T RAC K

A STRING OF STRONG PERFORMANCES HAS EARNED DARCY BRERETON HIS FIRST CALL-UP TO THE VICTORIAN STATE 

SQUAD. HE SPOKE TO MARTIN BLAKE ABOUT WHY HE CHOSE TO TAKE IT SLOW ON HIS JOURNEY TO ELITE GOLF.

New member of the Victorian men’s 
state team Darcy Brereton and his 
captain Zach Murray during the 
Riversdale Cup in March.
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Darcy Brereton was not surprised to 
hear his name among the Victorian men 
to defend the title at the Golf Australia 
Interstate Teams event in Adelaide in 
May – but he was excited.

The Royal Melbourne 23-year-old is the 
only new player in the men’s team that 
won in Perth last year, replacing Cameron 
John, who has turned professional.

Brereton’s place in the team was built on 
performances in the ranking events. He 
was ninth in the Riversdale Cup, made the 
weekend cut at his first Oates Vic Open, 
reached the top 32 in the Australian 
Amateur championship, was ninth at the 
Avondale Amateur and second in the 
Australian Master of the Amateurs at 
his home course in January.

In the AMOTA, he led by six shots at the 
halfway point, only to be reeled in by David 
Micheluzzi, playing what Brereton described 
as “some of the best golf I’ve ever seen’’.

So when the selection panel went looking 
for a replacement for John, Brereton’s 
name would have been prominent. “The 
last few years, I’ve felt that I was close,’’ 
Brereton said. “Maybe missing by one spot 
or two. I played well over summer, so I 
feel like the time’s come. I feel that I did 
deserve it.’’

The son of former champion race jockey 
Danny Brereton, he has been a relative 
latecomer to elite level golf virtually by 
his own choice. Rather than choosing 

the Ryan Ruffels modus operandi of 
turning professional early (Ruffels was 
just 17), Brereton enrolled in a business 
degree at Monash University, which he 
completed last year.

It has delayed his progress in golf, yet it 
set him up for later should his ambition 
of becoming a touring professional 
not be realised.

“I wanted to get something behind me, 
take the pressure off pushing everything 
into golf,’’ he said. “I didn’t mind the time. 
It was an excuse to develop. Obviously 
being at uni held me back from turning 
pro but it gave me time to get into a 
good program and make my game better, 
get it ready to turn pro.

“I sat down with Marty Joyce and Paul 
Skinner (from the VIS), and they brought 
Ryan’s name up. They said he’d had an effect 
on everyone turning pro so early. But it’s not 
for everyone. I needed time to develop.’’

Brereton was added to the elite squads 
of the VIS last year and his game has 
turned quickly. “The training is a lot 
different to the stuff I was doing on 
my own,’’ he said. “I was doing a lot of 
technical stuff. Now, it’s still technical but 
it’s a lot more skills and on-course stuff. 
I’m just working hard, to be honest, putting 
in a lot better quality effort and it’s paying 
off. I’m a lot more confident in myself.

“My short game’s gone through the 
roof as well. It’s a lot more solid, including 

the putting. My whole game’s improved 
but if I put it down to one thing, it’d be 
my short game, along with my attitude 
and belief, I reckon.’’

Brereton began his golf at Cheltenham 
Golf Club’s lovely little nine-holer before 
joining Royal Melbourne seven years ago. 
With his father travelling overseas to ride 
horses, he had lived for three years in 
Macau and a few months in Mauritius. 
“It was eye-opening,’’ he said. “You get 
exposed a bit, it’s obviously different 
with the language barrier. I was at an 
international school in Macau. It teaches 
you to grow up pretty quickly, making 
new friends and stuff. But it helped me. 
It shaped the person that I am today.’’

It was at ‘Chelty’ one afternoon in 2010 
that a friend who was working in the pro 
shop tracked him down on the course. 
“He said, ‘Your dad’s had a fall. Your mum’s 
picking you up in five minutes’.’’

Those moments changed the lives of 
everyone in the family. “I didn’t realise 
at the time how bad it was,’’ said Brereton. 
“When I saw him in the hospital bed after 
the operation, it was the worst thing I’d 
ever seen, horrible.’’

Danny Brereton had broken most of his 
ribs, his neck, suffered a damaged spinal 
cord and torn his aorta in the fall at 
Moonee Valley. He is still recovering. “He 
lost all the movement in his legs because 
of the (damaged) spinal cord,’’ said Darcy 
Brereton. “He couldn’t even move his legs 
for six months, and they gave him a one-
in-10 chance of moving his legs again. 
He’s up walking now but he can’t walk far. 
He can still get better.’’

Right now, it is golf that is occupying Darcy 
Brereton’s mindset. Beyond the Interstate 
Series at The Grange in Adelaide, he is 
heading to Europe to play the French 
Amateur in Paris, the St Andrews Links 
Trophy and the British Amateur. All going 
well, he will turn professional toward the 
end of 2018 and head to tour school 
– but he’s not sure where.

“I want to throw myself in the deep end a 
little bit,’’ he said. “The goal is to get a tour 
card somewhere. It’s been a dream of 
mine. I think I’ll enjoy it as well.’’

Brereton lives with his family within a 
couple of minutes of Royal Melbourne’s 
magnificent contours and slick greens, a 
blessing that he never forgets. “I’m lucky,’’ 
he said. “Going to Royal is special. I’ve got 
one of the top 10 courses in the world on 
my doorstep and I can go there any time. 
So it’s hard to not play golf…’’

Darcy Brereton’s elevation 
to the state team is just the 
start of a big 2018 for him.

Photo: Anthony Powter

Golf Victoria    7

Photography: Paul Shire 



THE TEAMS
The Australian Men’s and Women’s 
Interstate Teams Matches will be played 
as round-robin matchplay competitions 
in Adelaide, at The Grange for the men 
and Glenelg for the women, from May 8 -11.

Victoria’s teams are:

Men 
Zach Murray (captain)  , David Micheluzzi, 
Darcy Brereton, Kyle Michel, 
Lukas Michel, Matias Sanchez, 
Blake Collyer, William Heffernan. 

Women 
Alizza Hetherington (captain), Montana 
Strauss, Kono Matsumoto, Alex Hilliard, 
Jessica Pickwick, Steffanie Vogel.

FOUR NEW VICS 
IN STATE  TEAMS
Victorian selectors named four new 
players in the teams for the Golf Australia 
Interstate Series in Adelaide in May, where 
both the men’s and women’s teams will 
defend national titles.

Darcy Brereton’s replacement of the 
freshly-turned professional Cameron 
John was the only change to the men’s 
team, which is rated as a great chance of 
defending at The Grange from 8-11 May.

But the women’s group has three debutantes 
– Alex Hilliard from Commonwealth, Jessica 
Pickwick from Kilmore and Steffanie Vogel 
from Cobram-Barooga.

Hilliard graduates from the junior team 
while Pickwick, 25, has completed four 
years at college in America and was 
runner-up in the Riversdale Cup.

Vogel’s father Terry is a past state team 
player and she has forced her way into the 
team by winning the 2016 Elvie Whitesides 
Tasmanian Amateur strokeplay and, 
more recently, top-ten finishes in her 
2017 defence of that title and the 
Port Phillip Amateur.

Victoria’s top amateur player Stephanie 
Bunque was unavailable because she will 
be representing Australia at the Queen 
Sirikit Cup in Thailand.

Last year’s captain, Olivia Kline, and 
another member of that winning team, 
Linley Ooi, were overlooked. “Olivia’s in the 
best six players in the state but she hasn’t 
played enough,’’ said Marshall. “Linley’s in 
the same situation. Her father’s been ill 
and she’s been to America with him. We 
owe it to the other players to select on 
performance and one of our key markers 
is scores recorded in tournaments.’’

Alizza Hetherington, who missed last 
year because of Queen Sirikit Cup duties, 
is back as captain of the women’s team 
while Zach Murray is captain of the 
men’s for the second straight year.

That team boasts the red-hot David 
Micheluzzi as well as the core of the group 
which toppled New South Wales in last 
year’s final. “It’s a very strong team,’’ said 
Marshall. “Their scoring averages are all 
better. Lukas Michel’s improved by three 
shots, Darcy Brereton’s made a great rise 
and Matias Sanchez has had a great last 
12 months while David Micheluzzi’s got 
himself into the top 10 in the world. So 
we’ll go in expecting and hoping to win.’’

Jess Pickwick is ready to make her mark 
after completing four years college in the US.
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The array of talent in Australian amateur golf was on full display at the revered Riversdale Cup 
in March. MIKE HEDGE was there to witness a young woman continue her inevitable march to 
a pro career and a young man break through after nearly walking away from the game.

For Becky Kay, victory in the 2018 
Riversdale Cup provided clear 
confirmation of her growing status in 
Australian women’s golf.

For Jack Thompson, winner of the Cup’s 
men’s division, victory was more of a 
revelation as he produced, for the first 
time in senior golf, the full mix of 
tournament-winning qualities.

And for both, and for those who finished 
behind them at Riversdale in March, the 
time-honoured event on one of Melbourne’s 
oldest and finest courses again provided the 
perfect showcase for the talent that exists in 
the game’s unpaid ranks.

Kay and Thompson each won their 
events by five strokes, having led by four 
after three rounds and then showing 
tremendous character on the final day, 
defending their leads with a combination 
of uninhibited flair and resilience.

Kay, 19, a member at Coolangatta–
Tweed Heads Golf Club and of the Golf 
Queensland high-performance squad, is 
putting together an enviable record in both 
amateur and professional tournaments.

In the past 15 months alone, Kay has 
won a West Australian Stroke Play 
Championship, the last two Rene 
Erichsen Salvers in South Australia and a 
Queensland Stroke Play Championship. 

She’s also won a Karrie Webb scholarship 
and, for the second time, has claimed a 
place on the three-player Australian team 
to contest the Queen Sirikit Cup in May.

Kay’s performance in professional 
tournaments has been equally impressive. 
At the age of 16 in the 2015 Australian 
Ladies Masters, she chipped in at the 18th 
for eagle to be the low amateur, finishing 
in sixth place, and at this year’s Oates Vic 
Open she played all four rounds. Riversdale Cup winners Jack Thompson and Becky Kay clutch the revered trophies.

B E C K Y  A N D  J A C K 
T A K E  R I V E R S D A L E
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With the record she has compiled, it was 
no surprise that she began the Riversdale 
Cup as one of the better chances. As it 
turned out, she was the best chance in 
a tournament she recognises as one of 
the world’s great amateur events.

“This is an event I’ve really wanted to win,” 
Kay said. “I’ve played the Riversdale Cup 
four times now and I’ve got the greatest 
respect for the tournament. The players 
who have won it over the years, the course 
itself and the great field that always plays 
here make me so proud to get my name 
on the trophy.”

Kay’s tournament was as remarkable for 
the steadiness of her play as for anything 
else. In none of the four rounds did she 
shoot the low score and only in the first 
round did she break par.

But when she needed to produce, she did, 
asserting herself in the third round with a 
two-under-par back nine that set up her 
four-shot lead coming into the final round.

“If there was one thing I was happy with, it 
was my driving. I managed to stay in play, 
I was happy with the way I managed the 
course. When I got into trouble, I made 
sure I got out of it.”

One of the more refreshing aspects of 
Kay’s attitude to golf is her commitment – 
for now – to the amateur game.

“I’ll turn pro, but there’s no rush, 
maybe in a couple of years,” she said. 

Similarly, there is no intention to accept 
offers of scholarships two years in a row 
at US colleges. “I finished high school last 
year and I’ve been approached by colleges 
in America, but I’m not going.”

Chasing Kay home, but five shots adrift, was 
New Zealand’s Caryn Khoo who lost her 
chance thanks to a triple bogey at the par-five 
eighth hole. Khoo tied for second with Jess 
Pickwick from the Kilmore Golf Club, who was 
poised to challenge beginning the back nine.

“It was quite tricky out there, tough pins, 
fast greens. I made a few bad decisions 
but this was my best finish here and I’ll 
take some positives from it,” Pickwick said. 
Those positives included a nod from state 
selectors who soon after named Pickwick 
in the Victorian women’s team for the 
Interstate Series. Victoria’s captain for that 
series, Alizza Hetherington, finished tied 
for fourth with Riversdale local Alice Fan.

Men’s winner Thompson came to 
Riversdale with a comparatively modest 
record, along with a load of talent.

The winner of the South Australian Country 
Boys’ Championship in 2014 and 2015, 
Thompson, 20, had taken a sabbatical for 
a couple of years before moving from Port 
Lincoln to Adelaide to get serious about golf.

“  I’ll turn pro, 
but there’s 
no rush, 
maybe in 
a couple 
of years.”

By his admission, his junior record was 
“not very good”, although he made the 
SA junior team in 2015. “I sort of stopped 
playing for two years in 2016 and 2017. 
Then I moved to Adelaide last year from 
Port Lincoln and got back into it,” he said.

“I had a bit of help from Mum. She said 
that if I really wanted to do this, she would 
help me out.”

As it turns out, he does want to do it, 
as he showed at Riversdale.

Thompson’s 14-under-par total of 274 
included 22 birdies, 21 of them coming 
in the first three rounds and 10 of them 
in a dominant eight-under-par second 
round of 64.

Typical of Thompson’s approach to the 
final round was the way he coped with 
what could have been a fatal mistake at 
the short par-four 12th.

“I got a bit of luck after I hooked it off the 
tee but it didn’t help, really,” Thompson 
said. A short approach, a chip that scuttled 
off the back of the green, another chip and 
two putts added up to a double bogey.

“I tried to put it out of my head, I guess I did.”

Despite coming to Riversdale with 
more hope than confidence, Thompson 
approached the tournament with an 
impressive mindset.

“In these tournaments, you’ve just got to 
back yourself. There’s no point turning up 
if you don’t think you can do it,” he said.

“If you’re thinking you’re just playing 
for second, you should stay at home.”

Thompson’s closest pursuers were Royal 
Melbourne pair, Will Heffernan, who 
finished second, and Matias Sanchez, a 
shot back in third place. 

Heffernan, the first-round leader with a 
six-under-par 66, said the slick greens 
and tough pins made it difficult to make 
ground on the final day. “I just couldn’t 
put any early pressure on Jack,” he said. 
“I bogeyed the first hole every day, and 
that made it hard.”

Heffernan’s nine-under-par total led a 
strong performance by Golf Victoria elite 
squad members. State captain Zach 
Murray was equal fifth. Konrad Ciupek 
shot a low round of 69 on the final day, 
finishing in seventh place, Darcy Brereton 
was ninth and Lukas Michel 12th.

Stephanie Bunque Will Heffernan Becky Kay
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clayton tees off
by Mike Clayton
 @MichaelClayto15

Sometimes sport needs the villain to add to 
the drama of the spectacle. John McEnroe. 
Dennis Conner. David Warner. Collingwood.

Patrick Reed seemingly fits into the 
villain category, a reputation first earned 
from his days at university where he 
apparently wasn’t a mate with anyone 
in either of the teams in which he was 
playing. They kicked him out of the first one 
rather than put up with his behaviour.

He’s become the one American player the 
European crowds love to hate at the Ryder 
Cup and Paris this European autumn will 
be a continuation of the ugly antipathy.  
Australians will be kinder at Royal Melbourne 
when the Presidents Cup returns next 
summer just because we don’t treat a golf 
match like a football match. And the Ryder 
Cup long ago turned into a football match.

Jaime Diaz, the great American golf writer, 

said of Reed: “He’s the guy you want on 
your team but if he’s on the other 
team, you are really going to hate him.”

Sunday at Augusta started with almost 
everyone expecting Rory McIlroy to win. 
Three shots behind Reed on the first tee, 
he was playing to be only the sixth man 
to win all four of the game’s professional 
major championships.

Arnold Palmer and Tom Watson 
never could win the PGA Championship. 
Raymond Floyd never The Open. It’s a 
hard, demanding quest and whilst Rory 
on Saturday night tried to deflect the 
pressure onto Reed, it was a huge day 
for him and ultimately it proved to be 
too big. 74 was a miserable round full 
of mistakes beginning with a wild right 
drive by the player most think is the 
best driver in the game. 

We all still assume Rory will 
win at Augusta but everyone 
assumed Greg Norman, Ernie Els 
and Tom Weiskopf would win there 
too, on a course made for the shots 
they were capable of playing. 
We all still assume Rory will win at Augusta 
but everyone assumed Greg Norman, 
Ernie Els and Tom Weiskopf would win 
there too, on a course made for the shots 
they were capable of playing. Just as we 
assume Jordan Spieth will one day do what 
Palmer and Watson couldn’t and win golf’s 
‘fourth major’, the PGA.

Reed, three ahead, didn’t need to play 
a crazy round on Sunday to win. Nor 
particularly did McIlroy. 68 for him at 
Augusta isn’t a crazy round by any means, 

The US Masters produced more than its usual share of drama … and birdies. 

MIKE CLAYTON looks at the winner Patrick Reed, the nearest challengers and 

predicts a big future for a young Aussie.

12    Golf Victoria

http://www.twitter.com/michaelclayto15


Love him or not, Patrick Reed has a green jacket.

given he can easily reach the par fives 
in two with irons. 68 is a pretty strict 
par but not an unreasonable one.

It was left to the young all-American 
heroes Jordan Spieth and Rickie Fowler 
to make life difficult for Reed. Spieth, 
nine shots behind at the beginning and 
with none of the pressure of expectation, 
made birdies at the beginning, five of 
them on the front nine, and then did 
something he’s rarely done on Sunday 
at Augusta and carried the creek at 
the par-three 12th hole. Better still, 
he made a long putt from the back of 
the green. Then at the 13th, arguably 
the best hole in America, he hit a hybrid 
off the pine needles on the right to 
six feet. ‘Ridiculously remarkable,’ 
Nick Faldo called it on television. He 
birdied there and the 15th and then 
at the 16th made one of those almost 

unfathomable long putts he holes at the 
end of major championships to tie Reed. 

The brilliance of the course is the ebb 
and flow of demanding and vulnerable 
holes giving those playing behind the 
opportunity of birdies at the reachable 
par-fives and a chance to get ahead again.

Reed played a middle iron into the 
13th and it finished not in the creek but, 
rather, on the bank with grass just long 
enough to hold the ball. He didn’t make 
a birdie but it was a lot better than a six. 
In the end it was the stroke of luck everyone 
at some point needs if they are to win.

Nor did Reed birdie the 15th but he didn’t 
have to. What he did have to do was save 
a par from far left of the flag on the 17th 
and he hit a great putt, hitting the flag and 
leaving only four feet coming back.

Spieth hit a poor drive out of the maddening 

narrow chute (maddening because people 
assume because it’s at Augusta, it’s good 
design) at the final hole, bumped a hybrid 
up 80 yards short, pitched to six feet and 
missed. Reed’s task became immeasurably 
easier for Speith’s bogey. 

Rickie Fowler chased the leader with golf as 
startling as Spieth’s, making five birdies on 
the second nine, finished off with a brilliant 
iron into the 18th green and a six-foot putt.

Reed’s challenge was to par the last hole. 
His swing always looked up to it and he 
bumped a couple of putts in from 20 
feet behind the hole for the four.

Of the four Australians, Adam 
Scott, Jason Day, Mark Leishman 
and Cameron Smith, it would 
hardly be unreasonable to think 
Smith the least likely to be the 
best of them at the end. 
Of the four Australians, Adam Scott, Jason 
Day, Mark Leishman and Cameron Smith, 
it would hardly be unreasonable to think 
Smith the least likely to be the best of 
them at the end. 

He is less experienced at both Augusta 
and Royal Melbourne, and playing 
Royal Melbourne is just about the 
best preparation for playing Augusta. 

The others are more powerful, 
making the par-fives more susceptible 
to two-putt birdies yet Smith played 
brilliantly, finishing fifth after a six 
birdie-30 on the final nine.

Those who watched him win the Australian 
Amateur at Commonwealth in 2013 
underestimated his chances of coming back 
from five down after 14 holes in the morning 
against Geoff Drakeford but in the end he 
won easily by playing sensible golf where he 
minimised his errors and his score. Slowly, 
he is making believers of us all with the way 
he plays. Scott and Day, in contrast, took 
about 15 minutes of observation to see how 
good they were going to be.

Leishman in the end was ninth after a 
Saturday when he went out in the last 
group and seemed to miss every putt he 
looked at in his one bogey, no birdie 73.

Reed will be at Royal Melbourne in the 
Presidents Cup and likely will play one or 
more of the four Australians in the matches. 

It’ll be fun and something to look forward 
to because, as he showed at Augusta, 
Patrick Reed can really play.
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Golf Australia has launched 
a strategy designed to return 
female participation in golf 
to the peak level it enjoyed 
in the 1970s. In the first of 
our three-part look at Vision 
2025, KAREN HARDING looks 
at the reasons why this has 
become pressing.

The participation ratio of females to males 
in golf in the modern era peaked at 34% in 
1970, some 48 years ago. It now stands at 
just under 20%. The two obvious questions 
are: what happened, and why has it taken 
so long for this to be addressed? 

The answers are both simple and complex. 
And require a trip back in time. 

1970 was a very interesting year in the 
world. The safe return of Apollo 13 after a 
space incident which coined the popular 
phrase, “Houston, we have a problem”, 
widespread protests in the US against 
President Nixon’s escalation of the Vietnam 
War and the break-up of The Beatles were 
events of world interest. In Australia, John 
Gorton was Prime Minister and Henry Bolte 
Governor of Victoria. A loaf of bread was 
21 cents, a stamp five cents and a copy of 
Sports Illustrated 15 cents. 

In golf, the men’s Victorian Open was 
won by a young David Graham and the 
men’s Australian Open by Gary Player. 
Neither the Victorian Open nor the 
Australian Open for women existed and 
Karrie Webb was still four years shy of 
birth. Men’s golf was overseen by the 
Victorian Golf Association and women’s by 
the Victorian Ladies Golf Union.

THE CASE 
FOR CHANGE

This picture taken at a 1967  junior development camp shows that recruiting has always 
been a priority but with more resources Vision 2025 can draw more girls into golf.
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Karrie Webb has been an outstanding role 
model. Photo Courtesy Golf Australia.

The formation of the Ladies European 
Tour (LET) was eight years away and the 
Ladies Professional Golf Association 
(LPGA), while 20 years old, was still in a 
fledgling state. Back then there were only 
two women’s majors; now there are five.

In this pivotal year Germaine Greer 
published The Female Eunuch.

The Second Wave of feminism, born in 
the 1960s amongst the fight for civil rights, 
had begun a significant push-back against 
the political, legal, social, economic, 
industrial and sexual repression by men 
which proliferated every layer of society. 

Yet, even as broader society changed – 
and despite the Equal Opportunity Act 
of 1985 – the games people played 
continued to be the domain of men. 

Highly regarded sociologist Lois Bryson 
described sport in 1991 as “a powerful 
institution in Australian society which 
supports male domination because it 
was developed to do just that”. Elizabeth 
Broderick, the Sex Discrimination 
Commissioner between 2007-15, spoke 
of the “grass ceiling” to describe the 
barriers encountered by women wishing 
to participate or be employed in the 
sporting domain. 

Greg Norman’s domination through 
the mid-70s to mid-90s had resulted 
in a massive increase in males playing 
compared to females (from 200,000 to 
394,000 compared to 102,000 to 104,000). 
But even that doesn’t explain why the 
female rate didn’t lift after Webb appeared 
in the mid-1990s. She has, after all, been 
argued by luminaries such as Peter 
Thomson to be the best golfer, male or 
female, that Australia has ever produced, 
winning her seven majors – as many as 
Norman and Thomson together – between 
1999 and 2006. No, there’s more to it. 

For a start, Webb could only be 
subjectively described as the best player in 
the world at that time as the Rolex world 
rankings for women did not commence 
officially until 2006 – the year of Webb’s 
last major – compared to the introduction 
of the then Sony world rankings for men 
from 1986 – the year of Norman’s first. 

Media and advertising assigned greater 
attention to men’s golf because of 
commercial realities – it sold more. 
The result: women’s golf didn’t get the 
leverage from Webb that men’s golf 
did from Norman. 

Even now, coverage of women’s sport 
on TV is just seven percent of total TV 
sport watched and only six percent of 
print news. Of this lowly figure, the slant 

is heavily towards sports other than golf. 
Most media decision-makers are still male, 
as are most sport journalists, particularly 
in golf where, in Australia, the number of 
females engaged in delivering golf stories 
nationwide can be counted on one hand. 

In an article this year in The Conversation, 
an online newspaper written by 
academics, Beatrice Alba wrote that 
gender inequality is underpinned by 
our “unconscious biases”. This points 
at the socialisation at a subliminal level 
of children such that they grow up with 
the inherent belief that there are value 
differences between boys and girls.

Overt discrimination can be tackled legally 
and politically but unconscious bias is a 
lot harder to conquer. Yet in order to truly 
achieve gender equality, Alba wrote, we 
must do so.

A quick note on terminology, as there 
is often confusion on this. “Gender 
equality” refers to equality of opportunity; 
it does not, and should not, refer to the 
two genders being identical, for they 
are not. And this is what often leads to 
discrimination of perception. Because 
women are generally physiologically less 
powerful than men, their sport is then 
considered weak and lacking interest. 

True gender equality lies in acknowledging 
the differences where they may be, 
celebrating them if they deserve, and at 
all times ensuring that there is fair and 
equitable treatment of both women and 
men. The better expression, perhaps, 
is gender equitability, for that says what 
we really must have – parity of treatment 
and opportunity.

Of course, gender inequity is not 
the whole story of the low female 
participation rate either. 

Australian Sports Commission (ASC) 
research has shown that females are 
actually as active as males, just differently, 
with their exercise sessions being shorter on 
average. It also found that 87% of women 
aged 15 years and over participated in a 
sport activity once a week and 57% of those 
paid to do it. The conclusion is that length of 
time is a big issue but cost less so. 

Other than work, commonly mentioned 
barriers to females playing golf include 
family commitments, outdated dress 
regulations, inflexibility of course access, 
and the ‘culture’ of golf clubs. This last is not 
just the attitude of men towards women. 
Even more unfortunately, it must be said, 
it includes the instances of ungenerous 
behaviour of some women to other women, 
usually socially-based and socially delivered. 

Therein lies the challenge in a nutshell: to 
conquer the perception of golf itself and 
the stereotypes of the people who play it. 
And to make the product more relevant 
to current society.

The 2015 Inquiry into Women and Girls 
in Sport and Active Recreation, chaired by 
Peggy O’Neal and established to advise the 
Victorian Minister for Sport on practical 
solutions, found that three things need 
to happen in sport. Sport itself needs to 
change, not women; there is a lot of work 
to be done; and – with projected figures 
in other research suggesting that at the 
current rate of change, equality will not 
be reached for 177 years – collaboration 
is needed if change is to happen in a 
meaningful way anytime soon.

One of the advances in modern feminist 
action is that men are joining in. Only good 
can come of men and women working well 
together to ensure the overall health of 
our game. So, collaboration: tick. A lot of 
work to be done: acknowledged. Changing 
the sport: understood.

In this, golf has other sports to follow. 
The rapid growth in women’s football and 
cricket in recent years shows that even the 
last bastions of male-dominated sport can 
be modified to meet modern demands 
and adapted to showcase women’s 
proficiencies. What golf must do now for 
its own future is not get left behind.

So, the short answer to why the ratio of 
females to men in golf has dropped by over 
14% without halt in nearly half a century? 
Because society changed, and golf did not. 

The next question is: what are we, in golf, 
going to do about it in 2018?

Enter Vision 2025. 
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vision 2025 by Karen Harding

Vision 2025 aims to bring more women into golf.

THE WAY 
FORWARD
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In the second part of 
our look at Vision 2025, 
KAREN HARDING 
examines the framework, 
the strategies and the 
plans to deliver them.

With the launch of Vision 2025, 
Golf Australia has set about not only 
increasing the rate of female participation 
in golf but changing the way we view 
and play the sport into the future. 

Why is this needed? The numbers tell the 
story. Less than 20% of all golfers are female. 
Less than 25% of participants in MyGolf 
(Golf Australia’s junior program) are female. 
Less than 10% of Australian professionals 
are female. And only 5% of accredited 
coaches nationwide are female. Add to 
that the changes in broader society since 
female participation peaked at 34% in 1970 
and the need for action becomes obvious. 

“I think we’ve got some important challenges 
as a sport and we need to recognise them. 
In some ways, I don’t think we’ve done a 
very good job as a sport catering for women 
and girls over a long period of time,” said 
Stephen Pitt, Chief Executive Officer of Golf 
Australia, at the launch of Vision 2025 at the 
ISPS Handa Women’s Australian Open at 
Kooyonga in February.

“There are some benchmarks and markers 
that would indicate that’s the case. We need 
to be aware of them and try to fix them.” 

That recognition means acknowledging that 
the product offering is no longer cutting 
it. Hence the complete overhaul of how 
the game is presented to females, and 
measures put into place to align it with the 
needs and expectations of modern society.

“We are very forward-facing in our 
approach,” said Jill Spargo, Golf Australia 
board member and one of the driving forces 
behind Vision 2025. “The main reason to 
look at the past is to identify the problem in 
order to find the solution. And that solution 
is very much about planning for the future.”

Critical to this is the creation of two new 
roles. Chyloe Kurdas has been appointed 
National Female Participation Manager and 
Stacey Peters as National Female Pathway 
Manager. Kurdas has the task of recruiting 
females to the game in the first instance 
and Peters of then directing the identified 
talent along further targeted pathways.

There are four pillars to Vision 2025, 
each with its own goals, its own manner 
of delivery and its own measures of 
progress and success. In summary:

Culture and Leadership seeks to lead 
from the top. Golf Australia has committed 
to critically self-examine its culture and 
promote gender balance within, to actively 
foster more women onto boards and 
committees based on merit, to develop a 
contemporary diversity and inclusion policy, 
and to support clubs in implementing it. It 
also aims to encourage clubs and facilities 
to make golf a more welcoming and 
accessible place for women and girls. 

Grassroots aims to improve the experience 
of women and girls as they begin their 
journey in golf via “introduction to golf 
sessions” around the country, placing more 
emphasis on enjoyment than competition, 
offering a suite of programs and initiatives 
to encourage females to give golf a go – 
both in schools and the community – and 
by building relationships with “third parties” 
such as driving ranges, pitch-and-putt and 
mini-golf centres, and other outlets to further 
hone the idea that golf is a cool activity. 

High Performance and Coaching 
looks to produce more females with the 
potential to compete on the international 
stage, to increase the number of teaching 
professionals and coaches, and provide 
high quality events for emerging and 
current elite females, including exploring 
innovative formats and extrapolating the 
Vic Open model across other states. 

Marketing and Positioning challenges 
the traditional perception of golf and the 
stereotypes of the people who play it, using 
“heroes” as role models and “ambassadors” 
as promoters. It also seeks to position 
golf as an ideal second sport and form 
alliances with other sports so that they 
cross-promote each other. It emphasises 
the attributes of the game through brand 
campaigns and implementing measures to 
ensure that media outlets report equally on 
golf and responsibly portray women golfers. 

Achieving these ambitious measures requires 
two significant things – collaboration between 
all key golf bodies, and funding. 

Golf Australia and the R&A have an 
important mutual relationship, with Golf 
Australia aligning Vision 2025 with the 
R&A’s Women in Golf charter, recently 
approved by its board and due for formal 
launch in late May, while the R&A has 
thrown its support behind Vision 2025, 
partly funding the role of National Female 
Participation Manager for three years. 

Vision 2025 also has the support of 
key industry bodies – the Australian 
Sports Commission, PGA of Australia, 
Australian Ladies Professional Golf, 
Golf Management Australia and Public 
Golf Facilities Australia – as well as from 
sponsors and government agencies. It 
also has the support of the various state 
bodies, something which augurs well for 
the implementation of One Golf.

MyGolfer Aleisha Hannam-Lewis is excited to have her picture taken with her idol Minjee Lee.

Golf Australia board member Jill Spargo 
heads the Vision 2025 steering committee.
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The impact of heroes is important in bringing women and girls into golf.

“The great thing is that all states have acknowledged and 
offered their support for what we’re doing, so this is a great 
way to demonstrate that One Golf can work very well in a 
collaborative way across our sport,” Spargo noted.

The steering committee, chaired by Spargo, comprises 
representation of a cross-section of interested parties including 
Pitt, Kurdas, Peters, Cameron Wade (Golf Development Director, 
Golf Australia), Sally Kirkright (Golf NSW Board), Karrie Webb 
(ALPG), Karen Lunn (CEO, ALPG), Gavin Kirkman (CEO, PGA), 
Jim Cail (EO, Golf Management Australia), Merrilee Barnes 
(Australian Sports Commission, Lead Participation and Integrity) 
and Rachel Piastri (Stretch Forward, Consultant).

That leaves the clubs. In the words of Pitt, “the clubs are 
where it’s going to be won or lost.” 

With clubs themselves realising the need to recruit members 
and to comply with equal opportunity guidelines in 
governance, it makes sense for them to embrace innovative 
initiatives wherever possible – and many do. Curlewis is a fine 
example of outside-the-box thinking generating widespread 
community interest while Lake Karrinyup in Perth regularly has 
Friday afternoons pumping with music and an influx of kids 
playing golf to the beat. Others will surely follow in some form.

It is estimated that Vision 2025 will cost around half a million 
dollars per year to implement and run. “That is a lot of money for 
us as an organisation, which shows our commitment to it. Our 
fundraising strategies are obviously going to be very important 
but we’re confident we can get there because we’ve got a great 
story to tell,” said Spargo. Pitt estimates that 20-25% has already 
been raised, with other avenues still to be tapped. 

With Kurdas and Peters in place and the Steering Committee 
decided, a national roadshow taking the program around the 
country will soon be underway. From that, submissions will be 
sought and feedback used to refine the draft strategy further. 

While the current state of female participation in golf has 
prompted these very necessary measures to take the game 
into the future, the glass can be either half-empty or half-full 
depending on perspective. 

Although 20% is sub-optimal, it is still a solid launching pad 
for growth. Other countries have higher rates – New Zealand 
is at 30% and the Scandanavian area is higher again, while 

enthusiasm in China and India has outstripped the UK and even the 
US – but a look at local trends shows some encouraging numbers. 

In AFL, football females – after a stellar period of growth – account 
for 27% of players while in cricket, also growing rapidly, the rate is 
at 28%. Given the scope for growth in golf from the female sector 
as well as inclusion communities, the future looks a lot more 
promising than some might believe. Certainly Spargo thinks so. 

“It’s an ambitious vision but we’re committed to doing it and we 
have a lot of support. It’s an exciting time.”
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AGENTS 
OF CHANGE

Stacey Keating (left) and 
Chyloe Kurdas have each 
other’s back in revitalising 
women’s golf.
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In the final part of our look at 
Vision 2025, KAREN HARDING 
speaks with two people 
critical to the campaign’s 
endeavours.

It is difficult to imagine two people more 
committed or enthusiastic about their roles 
than Chyloe Kurdas and Stacey Peters. 

Kurdas is the recently appointed National 
Female Participation Manager for Golf 
Australia; Peters, the National Female 
Pathway Manager appointed in August last 
year. Together they have the major hand 
in reviving women’s golf in this country as 
part of the Vision 2025 campaign.

Kurdas brings an impressive resume 
to the table. Amongst a far-ranging list 
of credentials and activities, she has a 
Bachelor of Applied Science with studies 
in psychology and health promotion and 
post-graduate qualifications in secondary 
teaching, and has lectured and delivered 
tutorials on sport and sport coaching at 
Melbourne Uni. 

But it has been in women’s football 
where she has really made her mark. 
An accomplished player and coach herself, 
she moved into development as the Female 
Football Development Manager for AFL 
Victoria in 2007 and Director of the National 
Academy of the AFL in 2013. She has also 
been a respected commentator on the 
Seven Network, ABC radio and Fox Footy. 

On her watch, women’s footy recorded 
record growth year upon year, culminating 
in its triumphant first AFLW competition 
season in 2017 and solid follow-up this year. 

So, what’s the attraction of moving to 
women’s golf and starting again? 

“Professionally, it’s a really good 
opportunity in that it’s moving into a 
national role, not a state one, it’s with an 
international sport rather than a domestic 
one, and it’s also more a strategic role. 
That’s the challenge I’m drawn to, I’m really 
excited about,” she said. 

Not (yet) a high-level golfer herself, but 
keen, Kurdas looks at the game as most 
newbies do – with genuine excitement 
at its possibilities and its benefits. 

“Golf has something that most other sports 
don’t have, this beautiful leisure appeal. 
When I get the opportunity to play, it’s been 
really good for my wellbeing – focusing on 
just a bit of mindfulness and getting outside, 
walking around, sunshine, nature, birds. 

“The other reason I’ve gone to golf is that 
I can’t play footy anymore, my body’s too 

sore. Golf is a game you can do for your 
whole life. You can be a casual golfer or 
you can go right up to high performance. 
And it’s intellectually stimulating as well.”

One of the things Kurdas noticed in her 
time with AFL Victoria was its recognition 
that it needed to change its product to 
grow its market, something golf is 
acknowledging with this initiative. 

It was something she also saw in a five-week 
stint with the LPGA in 2012, where she 
worked with game development staff, notably 
with the highly respected Nancy Henderson, 
Chief Teaching Officer responsible for the 
organisation’s professional development 
around youth and women. 

She observed the LPGA’s foray into 
non-traditional markets – other than 
white, middle-class, wealthy candidates 
– and the way the LPGA engaged with 
its sponsors, using pro-ams well to build 
the brand of both parties. She was also 
impressed with the way the LPGA involved 
players to help grow the game and attract 
new participants.

“I think we’re going 
to not only discover 
new and different 
ways to attract 
people to the game, 
but attract new and 
different people too. 
We can’t exclude 
certain groups in the 
community anymore.” 
Kurdas is known as an innovator, a builder 
of cultural change, and a champion for 
both gender equality and inclusion. It will 
serve her well. 

“In some women’s sports which haven’t 
really been done much before, there 
hasn’t been any embedded history and 
so we haven’t been stuck in a culture that 
is unchanging. I think there is now an 
opportunity in golf to shake the shackles 
a little bit and give ourselves the freedom 
to look at things differently.

“How do we get people to try golf? 
How do we get them from the driving 
range to playing nine holes? How do 
we get a leisurely nine-hole player into a 
membership buyer? How do we progress 
them one step at a time and make sure 
that step is not too big for them?

“One of the really wonderful things about 
what’s happening around women’s and 
girls’ sports is that it’s giving organisations 
and leaders a licence to be innovative. 
I think we’re going to not only discover 
new and different ways to attract people 
to the game, but attract new and different 
people too. We can’t exclude certain 
groups in the community anymore.”

Kurdas and Peters will work side by side – 
as part of a team – to revitalise women’s 
golf in Australia. Kurdas is charged with 
drawing more women and girls into the 
game, and Peters with assisting players 
along the high performance pathway, 
creating more depth in Australia’s female 
professional ranks. 

In Peters, the talented have an ideal 
mentor. In a stellar amateur career, Peters 
(as Stacey Keating) won prolifically before 
turning professional and playing both the 
women’s European and US tours. In her 
final amateur season in 2010, she took 
out the Australian Amateur as well as 
the Tasmanian, Western Australian and 
Victorian strokeplay championships. 

Memorably, in just her second season 
on the Ladies European Tour in 2012, 
she won two consecutive tournaments 
– the Spanish Open and the French 
Open – one month after the bitter 
disappointment of being disqualified 
from the Women’s British Open for 
inadvertently signing for an incorrect 
score. If she does nothing other than 
instil that gritty perseverance in her 
charges, she will have done plenty. 

She also had the benefit of influence 
from the great Karrie Webb, an 
outstanding role model both as player 
and mentor. As an amateur, Peters won 
the Karrie Webb series in 2009 and 2010 
(which allows two players each year to 
spend some time with Webb in the US, 
travelling and picking her golfing brain) 
and received important insights into 
preparation that she incorporates into 
her current mentoring role. 

“I learned so much on these trips and 
Karrie instantly became a mentor to me. 
Pretty much from the first day of my first 
trip with her, I haven’t stopped asking 
questions. Whether it is questions on or 
off the golf course, she is always someone 
I turn to for advice.

“The pathway role I am involved in now 
is definitely something I wish I had had 
growing up in the game and I feel I have 
a lot to offer using my experiences coming 
through the amateur ranks and into the 
professional life.”
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Both Peters and Kurdas see their roles 
as intertwined. 

“Game development and high 
performance are mutually dependant on 
one another,” said Kurdas. “You can create 
some wonderful game development 
outcomes through high performance 
elements and you can create terrific high 
performance outcomes through game 
development initiatives.

“I think it’s great to have another woman in 
the organisation whose role is to work with 
the female part of the game, someone to 
bounce ideas off, someone who gets it 
as well, who sees things through a similar 
lens. That is critical for her and for me.”

Peters is equally enthusiastic about 
the collaboration. “I am really enjoying 

working with Chyloe in the GA Office; 
I am sure there will be many projects we 
can help each other out on and I think 
with her implementing Vision 2025, she 
will really make some changes with many 
aspects of our game. We would love many 
more numbers in the grassroots area, 
some of whom I will be able to mentor 
and travel with when it comes to 
representing our country.”

For Kurdas, the first night of the AFLW 
brought a ‘wow’ moment that she hopes 
to see replicated in golf. 

“There was this collective moment, just the 
joy that we all felt, a joy we never knew we 
wanted and now that we had it, we never 
wanted to live our life without it and 
I wonder, what’s that moment for golf?

How can we create… how can we discover… 
that thing, that something new that is going 
to bring us such joy, that is going to have 
such an impact on our lives, something 
we’ve never had before but once we get it, 
we’re never going to want to let it go?

“If any sport is well positioned to find it, 
it’s golf, with its networks, its resources, 
the fact that it’s been positioned for a long 
time as a co-educational sport, that it has 
international appeal. And that there’s still 
a lot of untapped potential.

“The Vision 2025 strategy is going to 
be a really wonderful eight years for the 
sport and for being explorers. It’s going 
to be a lot of fun.”

Stacey Keating and Chyloe Kurdas walk the talk.
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There’s a lot happening in golf. That 
observation might seem a little trite but, 
seriously … there’s a lot happening in golf.

The R&A and USGA revamp of the rules 
is now confirmed for 2019, a new world 
handicapping system will take effect in 
January 2020, the Vision 2025 project 
will promote the biggest culture change 
Australian golf has seen – and One Golf, 
the biggest restructure Australian golf 
has seen, is already officially underway.

Of these four major initiatives, One 
Golf is the one which will have the least 
practical impact on the average golfer, 
but is projected to revolutionise golf 
administration in this country and deliver 
$3 million a year in benefits to fund and 
assist the game’s grassroots development 
and growth.

In March, Tasmania became the first state 
to adopt the One Golf model, moving 
under the Golf Australia umbrella. 

Victoria’s integration will begin in May with 
GA and Golf Victoria taking roadshows to 
clubs and districts throughout the state, 
unveiling plans and answering inevitable 
queries about the impact of the changes.

By then, Northern Territory will have come 
on and the roadshows have already begun 

in Queensland and South Australia. 
“We would like to have all those states 
which have agreed in principle to come 
across this year – probably mid the 
second half of the year,” said Golf Australia 
Chief Executive Officer Stephen Pitt.

One of the reasons the timing is 
indefinite is because the consultation and 
communication process has been different 
in each state. “That’s because each state 
is different,” said Pitt. “For example, the 
voting members in Queensland are the 
districts while in Victoria it is a mixture 
of clubs and districts. Golf Victoria is the 
biggest state of the five which have agreed 
in principle, so there is more work involved 
in putting a full stop on the detail.”

But Pitt insists golfers in the state will 
continue to tee it up exactly the way they 
always have and the districts and clubs 
should fear no change. “There will be no 
drop-off in existing services. The Golf 
Victoria board will remain, it will have the 
same rights and Golf Victoria will continue 
to elect the Golf Australia board and have 
the same element of control and input 
on Australian golf.” 

The benefits will come with the creation 
of more financial resources. “That will flow 
through districts and clubs throughout 
Victoria. And the stronger national programs 
will deliver more players to the clubs’ doors.”

Pitt also believes the sooner One 
Golf begins to deliver benefits to the 
participating states, the two states which 
have so far declined to come aboard, 
New South Wales and Western Australia, 
will see the advantages and join in. 

“We are keeping the dialogue going with 
them and we have consultant reports 
outlining the upsides, efficiencies and 

One 
Golf 
Update

golf report

Common Sense

The new Rules of Golf, to be implemented on 1 January 2019, 
include most of the proposed changes released for public 
feedback by the R&A and USGA last year. 

All the changes, and some amendments, have been made 
to simplify the rules and assist in combating slow play – 
like the reduced time for searching for a lost ball from five 
minutes to three and the introduction of a new local rule 
to be available permitting committees to allow golfers the 
option to drop a ball in the vicinity of where a ball is lost 
or out of bounds, under a two-stroke penalty, rather than 
have to walk back to where the shot was originally played.

Golfers can now access the official 2019 Rules 
of Golf by visiting randa.org or usga.org/rules

The decision by Golf Australia to adopt the World 
Handicap System follows a period of extensive 
consultation with the industry and will mean just 
two changes to the current system.

On a global level, the WHS is scheduled to take full effect 
in January 2020 but because of its similarity to our system, 
Golf Australia is investigating an earlier roll-out.

Details on the new system can be found at www.golf.org.au

revenue uplift. But if we get the five in and 
demonstrate the upside does exist, then 
we can give those states more comfort.”

Similarly, Golf Australia is still working 
towards more joint operations with the 
PGA. “We have had a joint venture with 
them with MyGolf for three or four years 
and we are doing further things with 
media and communications, tournament 
delivery and rules. I think it is the closest 
relationship the PGA and Golf Australia 
have ever had.”

That, in essence, is the aim of One Golf. 
To get all state and national bodies 
working closely together. 

New National Female Participation 
Manager Chyloe Kurdas has a unique 
insight into it, having been at Football 
Victoria when it was federated as AFL 
Victoria. “The ideas door really opened,” 
she said. “It’s very easy to forget you are 
in a bubble when you are state-based, to 
think the way you do things is how things 
should be done. 

“It was so incredibly powerful to have a 
space where we could all come together 
and share a few ideas and help each other 
out and be really collaborative.” 

With all the changes, including the rules 
and handicapping, Pitt said there has 
never been a better time to be involved 
with Australian golf. “There are things we 
can do better and we are already doing 
them better than five or ten years ago. 
For me there is a really good challenge to 
deliver One Golf and deliver some results 
through Vision 2025. If we can get more 
women and girls playing golf, the game 
will be better for it. There’s exciting stuff 
on the horizon and for anyone in a job, 
that is what you want.”
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The first sods will soon be turned at 
Sandringham Golf Course, heralding the 
start of what many believe to be one of 
the most exciting golf-related projects 
undertaken in this state.

The 18-hole public course, which sits 
alongside Royal Melbourne, will be 
transformed into a state-of-the-art facility 
that caters for everyone from regular 
green fee players and beginners to high-
performance VIS scholarship holders. 
The emphasis will be on public inclusion. 

It will boast a two-way mega-driving range 
of 350 metres, an 18-hole ‘Himalaya’ 
putting green complex, indoor training 
facilities that will include swing-enhancing 

After three public 

meetings, the golf 

industry, Melbourne’s 

bayside community and 

the Victorian Government 

have reached consensus …

and The Sandringham Golf 

Links Project has received 

a glowing endorsement. 

CHARLES HAPPELL reports 

on the iconic public course 

soon to become an exciting 

hub of future golf.

Sandy 
Looks 
To Golf ’s 
Future 

In the heart of 
Melbourne’s 
sandbelt, 
Sandringham 
has always had 
the makings of 
a great course. 

Photography: 
Gary Lisbon

technology such as TrackMan, and a 
remodelled course that will lose a few 
metres in length but gain in quality of 
design and condition.

The length of the current layout is 5587 
metres; the updated course will be 4835 
metres. The reason for the missing 750 or 
so metres is that the first and ninth holes 
will make way for the new practice range. 

Noted design firm Ogilvy Clayton Cocking 
Mead has been asked to weave its magic 
on the remaining space to re-route a 
new 18 holes.  

In time, Sandringham Golf Links will 
be the new home for Golf Victoria, the 
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The R&A built a ‘Himalaya’ putting green and the Sandringham Golf Links Project is set to follow suit. Photo courtesy: OCCM

PGA and Golf Australia, to become the 
administrative hub for the game. 

Roughly $13 million will be spent on the 
revamp, much of which will be provided 
by the Victorian state government.

For the moment, though, the focus is on 
getting the practice range built before the 
Presidents Cup in December 2019. As has 
happened in the previous two stagings 
of the Cup at Royal Melbourne, the 24 
US and International team players will be 
driven in buggies over Cheltenham Rd to 
use the Sandringham practice fairway.

The project is one that Golf Victoria, along 
with the state government and Bayside 
City Council, has been working on for 
several years. And GV Chief Executive 
Simon Brookhouse is delighted at the final 
outcome. “It will be the first all-encompassing 
facility of its type in the country,” he said.

After three public meetings, which 
canvassed the views of local golfers and 
other interested parties, two different 
plans were put forward to Bayside City 
Council for its consideration. Option A 
was a newly designed 15-hole course that 
required three holes to be played twice to 
achieve an 18-hole round; Option B was a 
full 18-hole layout routed over the smaller 
area. The council met in February and 
voted in favour of Option B.

Which was just fine with OCCM. Director 
Mike Clayton said there were many 
wonderful and enjoyable short courses 
around Australia and people shouldn’t 
get hung up about a layout’s length. 

Healesville Golf Club, for example, which 
was another OCCM project, only runs to 
5000m and is a par 68 but, according to 
Clayton, “is very playable; in fact, it’s the 
ideal course for 90% of people who play 

golf – because they can hit maybe 10 or 
12 greens in regulation, instead of their 
usual four or five, while answering the 
same strategic questions.”

Although Option A was defeated because 
most golfers are still wedded to the idea 
that a full round of golf comprises 18 
holes, it did pose a number of interesting 
– and almost revolutionary – plans.

For example, OCCM produced a nine-hole 
layout that finished back at the clubhouse, 
another loop of three holes so the 12th 
hole finished back at the same place, then 
a further loop so the 15th green was also 
situated in the shadows of the clubhouse.

If golfers wanted to play 18 holes, they’d 
have to play one of the loops twice to 
achieve a full round. 

This was a novel proposal because it 
abandoned the traditional idea of a 
‘normal’ course and went with a range 
of shorter options.

Recent surveys suggest that people 
increasingly have less and less time to 
play golf – and that is one of the main 
factors holding back participation rates.   

“The world is changing,” Brookhouse 
said. “Eighteen holes in many instances 
is considered a barrier to entry for our 
sport. People are faced with a variety of 
pressures that have an impact on their 
available time for recreational pursuits. 
As such, it’s not always feasible for them 
to play for four or five hours. 

“Essentially, a six or nine-hole experience 
enables new entrants to our game to 
experience how great golf can be in a more 
suitable time frame. Such shorter forms 
also enable golfers to utilise their potential 
memberships as and when they wish.”

In a recent poll of its regular users, for 
example, Sandringham found that 53% 
of all green fees were for just nine holes.

Brookhouse said it was inevitable that 
future golf course design would provide 
golfers with several different playing 
opportunities based on their individual 
time pressure. This may result in new 
courses being built to give players the 
option of several different routes within 
the 18 holes, so they can play for a desired 
timeframe and complete their rounds 
when it is suitable.

“Clover-leaf course designs where several 
holes end up back at the clubhouse are 
already in existence and the growth of 
this style design may be significant in the 
future, giving golfers the flexibility they 
want,” he said.

For Clayton and his team, the 
Sandringham project is a challenge 
they can’t wait to sink their teeth into. 
“Melbourne doesn’t have one top-100 
public course in the country, which is 
amazing; this city deserves one,” 
Clayton said.

“So we want to give public course golfers 
in Melbourne access to a really good, 
playable, affordable course. If we can’t 
achieve some quality architecture on 
the same stretch of ground where Royal 
Melbourne is, then we’re not really trying.”

The ninth hole will finish at the clubhouse, 
so those 53% of players who prefer to 
play a half-round won’t have far to walk 
after their final putt, while the green fees 
will remain the same, as Golf Victoria 
embarks on another strategy to attract 
new players to the game and keep their 
rusted-on membership stimulated by 
a fresh, suburban challenge only 30 
minutes from the CBD.
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stacey chips in

inspiration
F R O M  F I R S T  M A J O R

A U S S I E  G I R L S  D R A W

The 24/7 smile of Pernilla 
Lindberg was wider than ever 
after claiming her first win in 
the season’s first major, the 
ANA Inspiration.

by Stacey Peters
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What an exciting time to be involved in Australian 
women’s golf! Without doubt, one of the most exciting 
things happening is the recently announced Vision 2025. 
With the push to get more women into golf, I am really 
excited to be in my role as National Female Pathway 
Manager and to be working closely with Chyloe Kurdas, 
the new National Female Participation Manager.

Speaking of exciting, the first women’s major for the year, 
the ANA Inspiration, was amazing, with Sweden’s Pernilla 
Lindberg outlasting Inbee Park on the eighth – yes, eighth – 
playoff hole after Jennifer Song was earlier eliminated. How 
cool that it was her first win in 250 starts and it’s a major! 

Pernilla describes herself as a grinder but she really is 
a fantastic putter. That playoff was between two of the 
best putters out there. Pernilla holed some seriously 
clutch putts all week. How good was the one to win it! 

Pernilla also had some really good results in the few months 
leading into this. She had two top-10s at the end of the 
season on the Ladies European Tour, including a tie for fifth 
at the season-ending Omega Dubai Ladies Classic, then had 
a steady start this year, including finishing tied fifth again, 
this time at the Oates Vic Open. She also did well at the ISPS 
Handa Women’s Australian Open in Adelaide.

Everybody says she is the just the nicest girl, and she 
really is. She has a smile on her face 24/7, and I just think 
it’s awesome for her and her fiancé Daniel. I don’t think 
anyone would have a bad word to say about her or Dan. 
It’s one of those times that good things happen to good 
people. It gives you goosebumps.

With the first women’s major for the year now run and 
won, it’s a good time to look at what is coming up for our 
girls on tour around the world. Three Australians made 
the cut at Mission Hills and all three can take positives 
from the week. 

Our number one player Minjee Lee (T25) had a great 
round on Saturday – she shot a brilliant eight-under-par 
64, the equal-best round of the tournament – and is now 
clearly established as one of the best players in the world. 

Sarah Jane Smith (T40) last year had the best season of 
her decade on tour and her best round of the week, 
breaking 70 on the Sunday, showed why she is now 
becoming a regular contender.

And Hannah Green’s final round six-under 66, which saw 
her finish T16, was a terrific performance in her first major. 

Hannah and Rebecca Artis are two new faces on the 
LPGA this year, albeit by completely different routes. 

S TA C E Y  P E T E R S  A P P L A U D S  P E R N I L L A 

L I N D B E R G ’ S  F I R S T  W I N  A N D  P I C K S  S O M E  O F 

T H E  A U S S I E S  TO  F O L L O W  O N  TO U R  I N  2 0 1 8 . 

Hannah had a wonderful year on the Symetra Tour 
in 2017, finishing second on the money list with three 
victories, and she has got her season off to a great start 
with a T11 in the Bahamas, runner-up at Kooyonga in 
the ISPS Handa Women’s Australian Open and now a 
strong showing in her first major. And don’t forget her 
third to Minjee in the Oates Vic Open. She is doing so 
well in her rookie year – it’s an exciting time for her. 

Rebecca has spent most of her career playing on the 
LET, with two wins, and at her fifth try at LPGA Q-School 
in December, her persistence paid off when she 
finished fourth. Unfortunately she didn’t qualify for the 
ANA Inspiration, but I think she’ll do great.

Watching the first major just didn’t feel the same 
without 2006 champion and Hall of Fame legend Karrie 
Webb. Karrie has decided that she will only be playing 
a limited schedule of 10 events in 2018 and is looking 
forward to spending the next few months in Australia 
cheering on her North Queensland Cowboys. 

Karrie has also announced that the winners of her 
amateur series for 2018 – Grace Kim from New South 
Wales and Queenlander Becky Kay – will be travelling 
with her to the KPMG Championship in Illinois in the 
last week of June. 

The Karrie Webb Series is a huge honour for our girls 
to compete for and the experiences they gain from 
the week really are priceless. I feel like I have gone full 
circle with the Karrie Webb Series – I was lucky enough 
to win it in 2009 and 2010 which allowed me to finance 
competing in the British and US Amateurs, then stay 
with Karrie for the week at the US Women’s Open, which 
was an incredible, ‘money-can’t-buy’ experience. In my 
new role, I often think about these times with Karrie and 
hope that some of the girls that I am working with feel as 
comfortable asking me anything as I did with her.

Queenslander Karis Davidson has earned a card for 
the Japanese LPGA Tour in 2018 and has had a top-10 
finish already. This tour has a huge 38-week schedule 
so it will be important for Karis to plot her year, because 
I remember when I turned professional I just wanted to 
play everything. But Karis is a smart girl with a great 
team around her.

Back on the amateur front, the Queen Sirikit Cup team 
to compete in Thailand in May includes Grace, Becky 
and Victorian Stephanie Bunque. The girls have all had 
great years and will represent Australia proudly and well. 

Photography: Getty Images
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It’s now 25 years since the PGA Class of 
’93 included Victoria’s first two female 
trainees. JANELLE WARD speaks to a 
duo continuing to bring more people 
into the game.

In 1993, Jody Hawkins and Michelle 
Becroft became the first two females 
to enrol in the PGA training system in 

Victoria. They were breaking new ground, 
though that was not their motivation. 

Twenty-five years later, they’re now 
experienced coaches and have strong 
views on what is right with golf in Victoria 
and what could be improved. 

Becroft has coached at the Melbourne 
Golf Academy for 17 years and at 
Werribee Golf Club for two years. She was 
the assistant state development coach in 
2004-5 and the senior women’s coach for 
Women’s Golf Victoria for both junior and 
senior teams from 2007 to 2009. 

She was one of the first to recognise that 
female beginners need a comfortable 
environment, starting the Swingen 
Misses group while the teaching 
professional at Oakleigh Public 
Golf Course, and has since been a 
keynote speaker to PGA members 
and trainees on the subject.

Hawkins has coached at Altona 
Lakes for 10 years after playing a 
mini-tour and coaching in the United 
States, then returning to become 
Director of Teaching at the Growling 
Frog, in Yan Yean, north of Melbourne.

They didn’t set out to be groundbreakers 
when they joined 48 young males starting 
traineeships in 1993. They simply wanted to 
become respected fully qualified coaches at 
the same level as the males and with absolute 
confidence in what they were delivering.

“I had just turned 21 and I was wondering 
what I was going to do with my life,” says 
Becroft. “Jody rang and said, ‘Let’s do a 
traineeship.’ At the time it wasn’t about 
getting women into the system, it was about 
getting the best possible qualification. We 
wanted to be really good at what we did.”

While many of the men in the class of 
'93 have since left coaching, according to 
Becroft, the lone females are going strong. 
Becroft says that at the time it was difficult 
to get a position but after a couple of years, 
clubs were ringing them to see if they could 
get a female into their pro shops.

Hawkins runs very popular golf schools for 
adults and juniors at Altona Lakes. She’s 
read the wind and tailored her programs 
for a changing, often time-poor population. 

The midweek clinics have now morphed to 
six and seven golf schools per week with 
four-week programs for beginners as well 
as advanced players. Testament to the 
popularity of the schools is that they are 
heavily booked, although Hawkins says 
she is always ready to start another group 
if the interest is there.

Both women are strong advocates for 
getting more females and young people 
into golf.

“On a Saturday when I first started at 
Altona Lakes, you were lucky to see two 
women playing,” says Hawkins. “It was 
a very blokey environment. So I started 
doing midweek clinics for women.

“LMS (Leisure Management Services,  
which runs Altona Lakes and seven other 
public courses around Melbourne) was  
very supportive. 

“They’re all about growing the game. 
There’s no rigid dress code, smart casual  
is fine; the environment is not intimidating 
as it might be at some private courses.” 

Hawkins is strong on the need for clubs 
to be flexible in order to grow the game. 
She keeps her clinics to two hours, 
understanding that nine holes might  
be the limit for many people.

“Modern day life is a juggling act for 
everyone; time is precious and 18 holes 
can be too time-consuming. Before you 
know it, your day’s gone,” she says.

“But with nine holes, even working men 
and women can tee off in summer 
at 5pm, play nine holes, pop in a card 
in and maintain a handicap.”

Becroft agrees that 18 holes can be 
too many for some. “It can turn into a 

boring game if you’re not totally engaged. 
Kids today, in particular, expect instant 
gratification. Other things, such as 
technology, deliver that for them. If we 
had junior tees, it would make the game 
so much more fun for them.”

She also believes that juniors under the 
age of 18 should be able to play for free 
and that most children should not be too 
strongly immersed in the game before 
they turn 12 or 13.

“Too many young kids are too serious 
about their game too early,” she says. 
“They need to learn to love the game 
and have a strong desire to play regularly. 
Then, at the age of around 12 or 13, 
start to play on a more serious level.

“Sadly, I’ve seen way too many really good 
players give up at the age of 17 because 
they’ve had enough or don’t feel good 
enough even though they are great 
players. We place too much emphasis on 
our young golfers becoming tour players; 
we actually need more club-level golfers.”

Becroft would also like to see trainees 
coach youngsters as part of their 

program. It would be a win-win, 
she says, a way to develop trainees’ 
teaching skills and draw interested 
youngsters into the game. 

Both say that keeping things simple 
and good communication are keys to 
their teaching philosophies. 

Says Becroft: “The more simply we 
coach, the better coaches we are. 

If you set up properly and aim straight, 
then you’re 95 percent along the way to 
hitting the ball well at the target.”

Says Hawkins: “I’m really strong on follow-
up and communication. I make it my 
business to let people who’ve done my 
clinics know what’s coming up. I always 
return calls, answer messages.”

Both women believe that coaching 
females needs to take differing anatomy 
into consideration.

They say the way females set up needs 
to be slightly different to men because 
their pelvises are wider. “If the set-up isn’t 
correct,” they say, “the female shape finds 
it more difficult to rotate and tends to tip, 
resulting in one of the worst faults in the 
golf swing.” 

They also warn that women too often receive 
unsolicited “help”, particularly from partners 
or other golfers at the practice range. 
Start straight up with lessons, they say.

Start right, start with a lesson – should 
that be the first rule of golf?

The more 
simply 

we coach, 
the better 
coaches  
we are.
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" Sport has the power to change the 
world. It has the power to inspire. 
It has the power to unite people 
in a way that little else does. 
It speaks to youth in a language 
they understand. Sport can create 
hope where once there was only 
despair. It is more powerful than 
governments in breaking down 
racial barriers."

– Nelson Mandela

So, let’s talk inclusive golf. 

Why is it so important? Because sport in any 
form is an important part of human society.

This is especially true of our sports-
mad country. Kristen Hilton, Victorian 
Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commissioner, speaking at the Equal 
Opportunity in Golf short seminar at 
Huntingdale Golf Club in March, noted 
that: “Sport lies at the heart of Australian 
cultural identity.” 

Research from the Australian Sports 
Commission (ASC) indicates that 92% of 
Australians are interested in at least one 
sport, and six sports on average. Sport is 
also omnipresent in the media, receiving 
more coverage than any other subject.

It stands to reason, then, that in a world 
– and in a country – where sport is so 
important and, increasingly, diversity 
is being embraced, golf needs to be 
accessible to all. 

For Christian Hamilton, National Inclusion 
Manager at Golf Australia and Golf 
Victoria, inclusion has a simple definition. 
“Inclusion means everyone. It’s about 
understanding the needs of different 
groups in the community and how we 
work collectively at presenting our sport 
as accessible for all.”

Hamilton, who has been in his role for 
18 months, was initially primarily engaged 
in the area of disability inclusion but his 
focus has since expanded. 

LET'S JUST ALL 
PLAY TOGETHER
For those who play – or who will play – our great game 
with intellectual or physical disability, with language 
barriers or fiscal concern, those that are junior, senior, 
male, female, elite, social, metropolitan or regional, let 
there just be one word: golfers. KAREN HARDING looks 
at how inclusion is part of the new world of golf.

30    Golf Victoria



“We are embarking on a national inclusion 
research project at the moment in which 
we are looking at current participation of 
multicultural, indigenous and disability 
populations in golf around Australia.”

The result of the study, being conducted by 
Sport Business Partners, is due out in June. 
It will provide quantified evidence of the 
huge opportunity for golf clubs in this space. 

Hamilton believes that inclusive golf has 
a twofold benefit to golf. “It is not only 
important that we give everyone in the 
community equal access to our sport, 
there is a huge value proposition for clubs 
to be more inclusive. It is well known that 
membership is starting to stable out now. 
Clubs have been looking for new players 
and the sport has been looking for growth. 

“With 51% of the national population 
now identified as people that have either 
migrated or have parents that have 
migrated to Australia, it’s even more 
important that we understand the cultural 
barriers toward sport and belonging to 
a club environment.” 

Add in potential increased participation 
from indigenous peoples, people with 
disability and females, and the scope for 
growth in golf becomes staggering. 

One of the advantages for golf in the 
inclusion area is the design of the sport 
itself. Golf is a game in which players 
of different abilities, different genders, 
different age groups, and of different 
cultures, languages and nationality 
can play with each other comfortably. 
The game for all – the game for life – is 
protected by the handicap system, by 
course ratings, by different tees. It is also 
protected by the Equal Opportunity Act of 
2010, which makes discrimination in sport 
against the law. 

To that end, Golf Victoria has produced 
two documents to address equal 
opportunity and inclusion in golf. 
The Equal Opportunity in Golf guide to 
preventing sex discrimination in sport 
and club membership, produced in 
conjunction with the Victorian Equal 
Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commission and supported by Golf 
Australia and the ASC, and Inclusion and 
Modern Governance in Sporting Clubs, 
produced in association with the ASC, 
were unveiled at a presentation to golf 
clubs and interested parties at 
Huntingdale Golf Club in March. 

With the major emphasis on gender 
equality, speakers included Hilton, 
Stephen Pitt, CEO of Golf Australia, 
Dr Bridie O’Donnell, Head of the Office 
for Women’s Sport and Recreation in the 
State Government, and Richard Redman, 
Senior Consultant at the ASC.

Golf Victoria CEO Simon Brookhouse said 
the role of the documents is to help golf 
clubs be aware of their obligations under 
the Act and of the possible consequences 
for breaches or lack of compliance. 

Topics include examples of where 
discrimination may occur, reasonable 
adjustments for people with disabilities, 
a variety of scenarios that may occur 
in golf clubs and how they should be 
handled, the future roles of women’s 
sub-committees, the introduction of 
Member Protection Information Officers 
to golf clubs, and “special measures” – 
which may appear to be favouring one 
subset of people over another but are, 
in fact, designed to redress the existing 
imbalance and bring the groups to parity. 
Exceptions and exemptions to the Act are 
also discussed. 

INCLUSION MEANS EVERYONE

Clubs are being encouraged to bring down 
some of the barriers to help marginalised 
groups to play. Items such as cost, language 
issues, a non-welcoming environment, 
difficult dress regulations, or not having 
a choice in how to participate at a golf club 
are all things that need to be addressed. 

For Victorian clubs, there is a great model 
to follow in Moore Park Golf Course 
and Driving Range in NSW, which has 
taken steps to understand and relate 
to its community. With a high Chinese 
population in its surrounds, Moore Park 
has an icon on its website which can 
convert the information to Mandarin. 
According to Hamilton, the little things that 
say “welcome” can have a huge impact.

“The really good thing for golf is that, 
especially in the multicultural space, 
if they do engage in sport, they generally 
bring their whole community with them.”

There is a lot of momentum in the world 
of golf at the moment and much of it is in 
the inclusion area. 

To Hamilton, it’s just the start. “Our 
approach complements a global push 
to make the game more accessible and 
present our sport as a game for life for 
all to enjoy. Significant investment into 
women and girls, the push for golf to be 
included in the Paralympic Games, and 
the modernisation of the rules of golf are 
all great examples of the sport’s desire to 
include. Our game is designed for it.”

"Coming together is a beginning. 
Keeping it together is progress. 
Working together is success."

– Henry Ford.
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From the age of three, Finn Broadbent has loved golf. And nothing 
can ever change that. BRIAN MELDRUM meets a young man 
whose determination to enjoy numerous sports is inspiring.

Take a walk around Brighton Golf Course any evening,  
particularly in the summer months, and you’ll probably meet  
up with Finn Broadbent.

You won’t miss him; he’ll be the young bloke popping around the 
course on a three-wheel golf buggy, stopping on each shot and 
swinging himself into an attached frame to hit the ball.

It seems like an effort, and it possibly is, but such is his passion for 
the game, Finn barely gives it a thought. In fact, it seems a disability 
he’s lived with for the best part of 12 years is exactly that – something 
he has to live with, and has more than come to terms with.

He doesn’t hit his drives as far as his mates, but he’s got a ripper 
of a short game. Off a Golf Australia handicap of 21.6, he’ll give 
anyone a run for their money and it’s been good enough to get 
him onto the Haileybury College golf team.

For the 16-year-old Year 11 student, golf has always been part of 
his life. The family home backs onto the Brighton public course 
layout and a backyard gate provides easy access. As a three year-
old Finn would trail his dad Heath around the course on a Sunday 
and smack balls all over the garden with miniature clubs.

He also loved riding his bike and going to Auskick and, of course, could 
barely contain his excitement when the family – Heath, mum Jo, and 
his sister Chloe – travelled to Malaysia in 2006 for a family holiday.

As it turned out, it was a life changing experience. But not one he, 
nor his family, could ever have expected.

FINN'S 
PASSION 
FOR A 
SPORTING 
LIFE
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One morning, the holiday makers were strolling through a street 
market in Sabah when Finn spotted a rat in a cage. As five year-
olds are wont to do, he stuck his finger into the cage to stroke 
the rodent, and was bitten. “We didn’t think too much of it,” 
Jo recalled. “He had a slight fever but was ok the next day”.

Six weeks later, back home in East Brighton, Finn began tripping 
over when playing around with his friends and found it difficult 
to keep up with them. So began visits to the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, meetings with doctors in both Melbourne and Sydney, 
and every test imaginable. 

Almost 12 years later, Finn’s condition, which has left him 
unable to control his foot drop, remains undiagnosed. 
“To see him you would think he has cerebral palsy, but he 
doesn’t,” Heath explained. “Every medical (examination) he’s 
had has come up normal, and he’s seen a lot of different 
specialists. It’s not been proven the rat bite was the cause, 
but that’s the general assumption.” 

For a lot of the time Finn uses forearm crutches to get around 
but also uses a wheelchair to help conserve his energy. Having 
used the three-wheeled golf buggy since he was seven, he’s really 
known no other way to play golf. The buggy is one made locally by 
Parmaker which, according to Jo, has been terrific in maintaining 
it and dealing with any problems. His paternal grandfather Kevin 
designed a simple adjustable frame that Parmaker fitted to the 

cart, enabling Finn to stand and hit each shot.

The buggy is manoeuvrable enough to take 
him into most bunkers but where it isn’t, he 
has to take a one shot penalty. He’s become 
adept at pretty much staying away from the 

sand traps. As for putting, most of the courses he’s played allow 
him to take the buggy onto the green; after all, it is little different 
to the machines used to maintain the putting surfaces.

Finn is coached by pros at Brighton which, under head pro Travis 
Harrison, has established a strong junior program. “Once you sign 
on as a junior, you get free golf which has been great for Finn,” 
Heath said. “He can be out there til dusk, playing and practising.”

Golf, it seems, is in the genes. Each year during the summer 
holidays, the extended family play a a fiercely contested annual 
nine-hole tournament on the short Cups course at The Dunes.  
At stake is the Broadbent Trophy, a sand-worn piece of 
driftwood with a golf ball on top and an engraved plinth on the 
bottom. This year it came down to a battle between Finn and his 
grandfather. “We had to play an extra hole, and I put a chip close  
to the flag for a certain par,” Finn said. “Pop had a decent putt,  
say, three or four metres, to save par as well, and he made it.  
You should have seen his face; he was rapt.” 

All golfers dream of having a hole-in-one, but Finn is ahead of 
most of us – he’s had two. The first, when he was just nine years 
old, came on the sixth hole on the Cups course. He achieved 
the second in 2013, when he hit a seven iron 110m into the cup 
on the third at Brighton. Concidentally, this ace came in his first 
round back after significant surgery.

So what’s his favourite course? “The Dunes” he said. “It’s tough 
and I like the challenge of it.” And even though he’s played at 
Kingston Heath, where his dad is a five-handicapper, he reckons 
the best course he’s played is the Natadola Bay course in Fiji, 
home to the Fiji International.

Finn’s golfing prowess is obvious but it’s not the only string  
in his sporting bow. In fact, he has been given the opportunity  
to represent his country – but not in golf.

For a while Finn dabbled in wheelchair basketball but less 
than three years ago, he decided to have a crack at wheelchair 
tennis. And it seems he has a natural aptitude for it. He 
improved rapidly, to the extent that in November 2016 he and 
partner Chase Burch won the junior doubles at the Australian 
Wheelchair Tennis National Championships and last year he was 
runner up in the junior singles.

In March this year he got a phone call to say he’d been selected 
as part of a three-man junior team to represent Australia at the 
wheelchair tennis World Team Cup in the Netherlands in May. 
What is very clear is that Finn is just one of those people who is 
simply a natural sportsperson.

In all of his sporting pursuits, the teenager has had the 
unwavering support of his family, especially his mum and 
dad. “He’s an awesome kid,” Jo said. “He’s so calm. And sport 
has always been the big thing for him.”

Like many young golfers these days, Finn’s favourite player 
is American superstar Jordan Spieth but he also keeps an 
eye out for Aussie veteran Stuart Appleby, who was once the 
Broadbents’ next door neighbour.

Finn was sitting by the 18th green when Appleby, who’d just 
holed a birdie putt to be the clubhouse leader on the final day 
of the 2010 Australian Masters at Victoria, walked up to him and 
gave him his putter.

As it turned out, Appleby’s final round 65 was good enough for 
him to win the championship by a shot. The champ ended up 
giving Finn and his dad a lift home from the course. “It was 
great,” Finn smiled, “but he did ask for the putter back!”
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game for life by Graham Eccles

The Roses of Rosanna. Now, that phrase does have a nice 
ring to it, even conjuring up a touch of Downton Abbey or 
Dynasty. That’s a stretch, of course, and octogenarians Jack 

and Shirley Rose are salt-of-the-earth people who would laugh 
at such comparisons.

Still, with a combined membership of 120 years at Rosanna Golf Club 
in the diminishing rural folds of north-east Melbourne, this couple has 
an indisputable claim to celebrity status among their golfing peers.

And there seems no chance of the Rose name dying out any 
time soon at this club because daughters Lyn and Julie were 
persuaded by their parents some years ago to join Rosanna too. 
Lyn, who little more than a decade ago thought golf was a silly 
game because you didn’t run after hitting the ball, is now one of 
the club’s top women players and in her third year on the board.

Jack, who is 88 and remarkably fit for his age, has of course been 
there and done that. A life member, he has been both club captain 
and president, a councillor when Golf Victoria was known as the 
Victorian Golf Association and, in his younger days, a long-time 
pennant player. He still manages his club’s pennant side to this day.

And Shirley, who is 86 and still swinging on Wednesdays, modestly 
admits that “I have had my moments too,” having been on 
Committee back in the early ’70s.

Still, it’s a wonder her husband ever found time to play golf 
because as a young man his interests revolved largely around 
cricket and football back in the ’50s and ’60s. 

Jack Rose played more than 200 games for Collingwood in 
District Cricket where he opened the batting, often facing up 
to fast bowlers like the great Frank Tyson, the fearsome Ron 
“Pappy” Gaunt and Ian Meckiff on pitches he described as 
“on the colourful side, particularly at Footscray”.

He also played 48 games for Preston in the VFA and enjoyed 
baseball until he injured his shoulder so badly in a squash 
match that he was unable to throw properly. Somehow, he 
fitted in rounds of golf most Sundays. 

“I credit cricket for me taking up golf because in 1946 we went 
on an end-of-season trip with Collingwood to Warracknabeal out 
west and the day we weren’t playing cricket, the boys went off to 
play golf at the local course,” Jack recalled.

“I hadn’t played the game but as a kid of just 16, I thought I had 
better follow everyone else. I just walked around with them and 
watched Ivan Adams, who was an opener in the Firsts at that time. 
Ivan always seemed to hit the ball where he wanted it to go and 
on the 18th, he handed me a club and said to have a hit.

“The hole was only about 100 yards long and I hit a seven-iron all 
the way along the ground to the edge of the sandscrape green. 
He said to hit the ball hard at the hole and it finished two inches 
away. ‘There,’ he said, ‘you’ve just scored your first par’.

“So that was the start of my love for golf. A mate and I would 
play at Yarra Bend and occasionally have a game at Latrobe. 
Eventually, Ivan talked me into joining Rosanna.

“I was only 18 and an apprentice carpenter so I wasn’t sure I could 
afford the joining fee of four pounds and a further four pounds for 
the first year of membership. I managed it somehow and ever since 
golf at Rosanna has been a way of life for both Shirley and myself.”

Jack was playing pennant and had whittled his handicap down 
to three from 13 when he met Shirley at a Heidelberg Town Hall 
dance night. “I asked her for a dance but it was not a good start 
as it was a progressive barn dance and she was gone in a flash,” 
he remembered with a laugh.

“But I got to take her home and we stopped off at a Chinese 
restaurant where I found myself eight pence short when it 
came to pay the bill. Thankfully, a mate who was with us had 
enough money to cover my share.”

Shirley said she only took up golf after they were married 
“so that we had something we could do together. It’s really good 
when you go away on holidays and you can play together.”

Jack said that was how daughter Lyn got started. “We had a van 
up at Mulwala and the kids would come up with us,” he said. 
“Lyn hated golf and preferred softball, netball, squash and 
games like that where she could run.

“But when she had two knee replacements, it was the end of 
running. She came out with us one day and she was a natural. 
I can always remember a five-wood she hit up the fairway that went 
160 metres. I was amazed. That was the start of the bug biting her.

“When she plays Friday pennant, I caddy for her but if she plays 
Sunday pennant, I go and watch the men,” he said. “Shirley comes 
with me and is the only lady on the bus.”

Shirley added that she always sat at the front so the men can chat 
away. “I’m a bit deaf, so I can’t really hear what they say,” she said. 
“Actually, when we were young I used to hate pennant because I 
had two young children and he was away all weekend.”

The pair claims to have never had a cross word playing together. 
They won the mixed foursomes championship one year but Jack 
said they were still waiting for Shirley to dance on the table if she 
ever won a trophy of her own. 

LIFE COULD
For many married couples, joining a golf club together can be a life-defining decision. 
For one couple at a Melbourne club, it has been an enriching love affair for the whole 
family. GRAHAM ECCLES writes.

NOT BE ROSIER
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NOT BE ROSIER
Shirley retorted that she did win a non-handicap 
trophy once and received a cup and saucer and a pen. 
“I’ve still got the pen,” she laughed.

However, both have scored two holes-in-one. According to Lyn, 
her father had one at Yarrawonga and the other at Rosanna. 
Shirley scored both of her aces at Rosanna, one of them 
being especially memorable for Lyn.

“I was playing with Mum when she holed out with a 
driver on our short 15th. I told her to ring Dad but 
she said that wasn’t allowed on the course. 
I said, ‘I’m the lady captain, and you ring Dad!’

“She did as she was told, and Dad said he bet she 
had hit the driver. It was a wonderful moment.”

Although Jack has had a stellar career at 
Rosanna, the club championship always  
evaded his grasp. He was runner-up to the 
brilliant Ivan Adams on five occasions. 

“The nearest I ever got to beating him was 
on the old course that was between Rosanna 
and Macleod railway stations where I took 
him to the 18th. I just couldn’t get past him,” 
Jack recalled. “But there are no regrets. 
Golf has been great to both of us.

“It’s been a way of life and has kept 
us moving all the time.”

The Roses of Rosanna,  
Jack and Shirley, are loving 
their life in golf at Rosanna.
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game for life by Andrew Marmont

LONSDALE GOLF CLUB CAPTAIN LOREL LARCOMBE HAS 
SHOWN THE BENEFIT TO GOLF OF DIFFERENT GENERATIONS 
WORKING TOGETHER. AT 80, SHE IS BURSTING WITH 
ENERGY AND COMMITTED TO BRINGING YOUNG GOLFERS 
INTO THE GAME. ANDREW MARMONT REPORTS.
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Hot chips and a drink in front of 
the fire – now there's a winning 
way to get kids involved in golf 

in the middle of winter.

It's one of the many initiatives 80-year-old 
Lonsdale club captain Lorel Larcombe has 
used to create a new junior program and 
revitalise membership.

Eighteen months of hard work 
culminated in the club winning the South 
West District's Junior Pennant final – the 
Ford Cup – in January for the first time in 
37 years.

This is a story about one woman’s 
contribution to the club and a desire to 
share her love of the sport across many 
age groups. It's also a tale of perseverance 
and how age is no barrier to success.

Larcombe took up golf after retiring 
at 52 and looking to try a new activity, 
following a lifetime of playing tennis.

She quickly took to the sport and 
began practising her 
short game on the 
family farm. It led 
to memberships at 
Winchelsea, Geelong and 
then Lonsdale, where she 
joined committees and 
had leadership roles.

Larcombe was initially 
Lonsdale's club captain 
in the mid-2000s. She 
proudly remembers the 
club sending a number 
of talented juniors on 
scholarships to the USA 
but a mixture of financial 
difficulties and some long-
term redevelopment of the 
golf course meant juniors 
stopped joining.

After taking on her second club captain 
role 18 months ago, she decided to focus 
on getting kids back into the club. Her first 
action? Walking the golf course.

“One morning early last year, I saw a 
couple of young guys out there with their 
dad and I thought, ‘it looks like we might 
have some potential here’,” Larcombe said. 
“He had two sons he was encouraging 
to play a bit of golf. And he had another 
friend who lived next door, so that was a 
starting point.”

The club sent out flyers to the nearby 
Point Lonsdale and Queenscliff primary 
schools, distributed a regular newsletter 
and opened the club's doors for anyone 
between the ages of nine and 15.

Club professional Sean Charleston put 
on regular chipping and putting clinics, 
and created a shortened course while 
the kids were still learning.

“We gave them little trophies and brought 
them in to have hot chips and a drink 
by the fire because it was the middle 
of winter and freezing cold,” Larcombe 
said. “That all went down really well. That 
was probably the most popular part of 
the whole day. It was amazing – we had 
some terrible days but, sure enough, they 
turned up every week.”

“They had four or five members who'd 
come and tell them a bit about etiquette 
and some of the rules. We weren't too 
fussed about most things, just about 
getting them out there and have some 
fun. It's been really rewarding.”

Fifteen-year-old Rex D'Arcy was one of 
those who enjoyed the clinics. His dad 
Gary said the junior program has helped 
his son become a more confident person 
as well as a better golfer.

“It really made him grow a lot and feel 
more comfortable in communicating with 
adults,” Gary D'Arcy said.

“I know for a fact Lorel got a lot of the boys 
to play with the senior male and female 
members of the club. She deliberately made 
sure they were brought back into the club 
rooms, and made the kids feel welcome.”

Young Rex joined Lonsdale's junior 
pennant team which included Jordan 
Smith, Luke Adam, Ben Waterson and 
Andrew Adam. 

They won the Westerveld Shield, one of two 
junior division trophies for teams from Port 
Arlington down to Apollo Bay and up to 
Lara. They then played off against Trevenen 
Shield winners Barwon Valley for the Ford 
Cup and completed a historic victory 4-1.

As the championship-winning team 
walked down the final fairway, a group of 
members organized by Larcombe were 
there to cheer them on. “It was a nice little 
environment on the last hole when they 
were all walking up with maybe 30-40 
people,” Gary D'Arcy said. 

“You could just see how excited they were 
that the boys had done so well and were 
all representing Lonsdale Golf Club.”

Club President John Christophersen says 
his club captain played a considerable 
part in the juniors to firstly enter the 
tournament, let alone win. “It's almost 
a fairytale,” he said of the Ford Cup win.

“Back in June, when she first floated the 
idea and put out rosters for members to 
attend on Saturday, Lorel was there every 
day. She played golf in the morning, and 
she'd be there for the junior clinic in the 
afternoon. For someone who is 80, that is 
a phenomenal effort.”

It also helps that she 
lives 300 metres from 
the club rooms on a 
property adjoining the 
course.

Larcombe's energetic 
contribution has also 
impacted other areas 
of the club. After 10 
years of dwindling 
numbers, the club had 
membership growth 
for the first time since 
2005 and welcomed 95 
new members in the 
2016-17 season.

Larcombe's constant 
presence around the club rooms – whether 
at fundraising events or helping to grow 
the junior membership – meant that new 
and existing members have associated her 
efforts with this positive change.

What's next? Larcombe wants to get more 
girls into the sport and use the female 
membership to help drive this. There will 
be more efforts to increase the overall 
junior program. She's very proud of the 
current young group and their continued 
improvement up the grades.

“It's been fantastic to see how they've 
all developed, and they're very nice 
young fellas, all of them,” she said.

As more juniors continue to ignite their 
love of golf at Lonsdale Golf Club, expect 
more orders of hot chips too.

Photography: Paul Shire
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twinkl

In a new feature, we look at some of the little stars 
that shine so brightly as they start out in golf. 

Words by Olivia Kline.

ARENA TRAN
AGE: 6
Arena is a MyGolfer from Royal Melbourne 
and started playing golf when she was 
five. She loves golf! Arena has made a lot 
of friends and enjoys playing with them. 
Her dad is her coach and takes her down 
to Riversdale, where he is a member. She 
has played in Golf Victoria’s Rookie Series 
and the Pitch and Putt the last couple of 
years. Dad Hao is wanting to take Arena 
to the IMG Junior Championships in 
San Diego this year.

JOSHUA BURLEIGH
AGE: 5
Joshua is a MyGolfer at Whittlesea GC, 
where he is also coached by Dan Cromie. 
While other kids watch cartoons before 
school, Josh watches golf! He loves pitching 
and putting with his Pa in the backyard and 
has been doing this with cut-down clubs 
since about the age of three. He is looking 
forward to his sixth birthday when he will 
be going to Holey Moley for his party. 
He has an Instagram: @joshburleighgolf 
and a Facebook page: Joshua Burleigh Golf.

THE 
TWINKLERS
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Nivethan Kanthan is a 12-year-old from 
Melbourne, via Sri Lanka and New 
Zealand, with a very modern game. So 
modern that his swing was practically built 
by Nintendo.

Seven years ago, Nivethan’s father – also 
named Nivethan Kanthan – unwittingly 
gave his then five-year-old son a pathway 
to learn golf when he bought him a 
Nintendo Wii for Christmas.

Through Wii Sports, young Nivethan was 
introduced to the wonders of the golf 
course, albeit a pixelated one, and was 
eager to play the real thing.

“He was certainly self-made,” the older 
Nivethan said, “and was soon playing 
pitch-and-putt at Waverley, teaching 
himself, as I am not a golfer.”

Jonathan Porter at Sandringham Driving 
Range is credited with instilling the 
basics in ‘Niv’ when he was around eight, 
but there were no formal coaching 
arrangements. 

“When he came to me he was four or five 
years old and he looked like a mini Tiger 
Woods,” Porter said. “Even from the Nike 
cap, the shirt. I've never seen as much raw 
talent as that kid at that age. He could do 
absolutely anything. Flop shots over the 
bunker, you name it. What he could play 
with his wedge was frightening.” 

It wasn’t until the age of 11 – just over 
one year ago –  that Nivethan found his 
first formal coach in Victorian state coach 
Martin Joyce.

“Marty helped me a lot,” Nivethan said. 
“He taught me lots of things about my 

backswing, and he has corrected 
my swing and helped me improve 
to play better and score better.” 

Nivethan has certainly been doing 
that. His handicap is down to 2.3 and 
in January he held off a fast-finishing 
Cameron Taylor to win the Metropolitan 
Junior Tournament. “I parred the whole 
back nine,” Nivethan said, citing his 
mental game as one of his strengths.

“I love the social part and the mental part. 
I love the feeling of the game. It helps to 
calm me down.” 

His victory came after an equally 
impressive display at Gardiners Run Golf 
Course in the Stuart Appleby Signature 
tournament in November, posting only 
a single bogey in the final round and 
producing a birdie on the 17th hole to 
shoot 71 and win the under-14 section.

While Nivethan describes his game as 
“quite wild”, he is happy with it off the tee 
although modest enough to say he isn’t 
always accurate. He stresses he has to 
improve to achieve his professional goals.

“I want to get to a world-class tour standard 
and get onto a world-class tour,” he said. 
For now, Nivethan is adjusting to the 
transition from the lofty heights of a grade 
sixer at primary school to a new kid on 
the block at Mount Waverley High School, 
where he has made friends quickly and his 
favourite subjects are PE and Food Tech. 

And as for his famous Wii? “That stopped 
working when I was about eight years old,” 
Nivethan laughed. Ah well, all the more 
time for real game.

In our regular column highlighting some of the brightest 
young talent in Victorian golf, LUKE DODEMAIDE profiles 
Star On The Rise, Nivethan Kanthan.

ON
THE
RISE

star on the rise

Nivethan 
Kanthan 

found his 
way from the 

computer screen 
to the fairway 

and hasn’t 
looked back.
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“We’re all very fortunate that we’re still 
alive and able to play golf.”

Ken Forsyth certainly has his sense of 
perspective and understanding about 
what the Golf Victoria Heart Open is really 
all about. Not that he wasn’t thrilled to win 
the event for the second time – almost 
20 years after his first.

“I knew I’d played well, but I didn’t know 
I’d played well enough to win it,” Forsyth, of 
Yarrawonga Mulwala, said after his 41 points 
topped the field at Woodlands in March. 

The Heart Open is open to anyone who 
has undergone a heart procedure. And 
while his operation was a couple of decades 
in the rear-view mirror, his victory did 
complete another comeback from adversity.

“About six months ago, I had a bit of steel 
drop across my foot and I broke a couple 
of bones,” he said. “So I didn’t play golf for 
ten or twelve weeks because I had a leg in 
plaster for about eight weeks and then a 
moon boot, and my handicap kept going 
out and out. 

“Then I had my eyes operated on and I got 
rid of cataracts … so it’s only just recently 
my golf started to come good again.”

Forsyth, who has just got his OBE – 
“Over Blooming Eighty!” – first won the 
Heart Open in 1999, a year and a half 
after the operation that had saved his 
life. Back then, it was still called the Open 
Heart Open and contested only by players 
who had undergone open-heart surgery. 
The Don Lawrence Trophy, named after 

the golf writer and event’s co-founder, is 
still awarded to the best score to have 
undergone open-heart surgery, so, of 
course, Forsyth took that home as well.

Ray Rich of Devilbend, who won the 
A-grade division, had 40 points to finish as 
both the overall and Don Lawrence Trophy 
runner-up, having undergone a Ross 
procedure, which replaces the aorta with 
the pulmonary valve and replaces that 
with a donor valve, in 2000.

Although Rich, who turned 77 in April, 
rued his double bogey on the last hole 
that left him one point behind Forsyth, 
he was pleased with how he handled his 
first round at Woodlands.

“I had a couple of fellas who had played 
the course before so they helped a little 
bit, saying where the hole was and so 
forth,” he said. 

Kathleen Carroll, the women’s winner, 
also gave her playing partners some of 
the credit for her success. “They were very 
relaxed and easy-going, so that makes a 
big difference, I think,” she said. 

Unlike Forsyth and Rich, Carroll didn’t take 
up golf until well after her heart surgery, 

a triple bypass performed in 2001 after a 
heart attack when she was just 39 years old.

“I twisted my ankle really badly and was on 
crutches,” Carroll, now 56, recalled. “We 
went out for New Years Eve and on the 
way home I got really bad chest pains and 
just put a heat pack on it and thought I’d 
pulled a muscle because of the crutches! 

“I found out different quite a few days 
later. I actually went to the doctor and he 
got me in to have some tests done and I 
lasted not even a minute on the treadmill. 
They were giving me angina tablets and 
oxygen and going ‘we need to look into 
this’, so it was a bit scary.”

Eight years later, she took up the game 
as something she could share with her 
husband Alistair, who had been playing 
since he was a teenager.

“I used to say, ‘Why does anyone get up 
and hit a stupid white ball so early in the 
morning?” she said. “He’d been at me for 
20-odd years to have a hit, and I went 
down the driving range with him and 
started hitting them in the air and that 
was what got me going.

“I got to really like it and thought, 
‘Yep, no wonder they like hitting this 
stupid white ball!’”

For all three of them, simply being able 
to play on the day was a blessing. Or, as 
Rich put it, “if I couldn’t play golf, I’d be a 
vegetable. My wife says I’ve got two homes, 
and my first is the golf course.”

Places in the Heart

“FORSYTH, WHO HAS JUST GOT HIS 
OBE – “OVER BLOOMING EIGHTY!” 
– FIRST WON THE HEART OPEN 
IN 1999, A YEAR AND A HALF 
AFTER THE OPERATION THAT 
HAD SAVED HIS LIFE.”

Ken Forsyth, winner of the Heart Open, surrounded by all the winners on the day.
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Golf Vic events 
on the Horizon

There’s always a big Golf Victoria 

event on the horizon. two set 

down for coming months might be 

better known as elite tournaments 

but also have handicap divisions 

for every golfer to enjoy. Jot these 

down in the diary.
Cam John won the Par 3 title last year 

and has since turned pro. 

Casey Wild and Jess Pickwick have dominated the 
Country Women’s Championship in recent years.

IRELAND
Come and share the golfing magic

with
SWING Golf Tours  

& Promotion
TRADING AS

DQ International Travel Service Pty Ltd
Licence No. 30224

9th Floor, 500 Collins Street 
Melbourne Vic 3000

Contact Damian L. Quirk 
Tel: (03) 9614 4588 
Fax: (03) 9614 1185 

Email: travel@dqinternational.com.au

SPAIN
Experience a golfing holiday in Spain’s Andalucia  
region. There are more golf courses in Andalucia  

than any other Spanish region, including the  
Continents finest course, Valderrama and several  

others rated among the best in Europe. 
with 

SWING Golf Tours & Promotion
TRADING AS: DQ International Travel Service Pty Ltd

Licence No. 30224

9th Floor, 500 Collins Street 
Melbourne Vic 3000

Contact Damian L. Quirk 
Tel: (03) 9614 4588 
Fax: (03) 9614 1185 

Email: travel@dqinternational.com.au

SCOTLAND
The best of Scottish golfing

with 
Swing Golf Tours  

& Promotion
TRADING AS  

DQ International Travel Service Pty Ltd
Licence No. 30224

9th Floor, 500 Collins Street 
Melbourne Vic 3000
Contact Damian L. Quirk 

Tel: (03) 9614 4588 
Fax: (03) 9614 1185 

Email: travel@dqinternational.com.au

Par 3 Championships

The Victorian Par 3 Championships return 
to Kyabram Parkland Golf Club in the week 
leading up to the Queen’s Birthday public 
holiday in June this year. 

Kyabram Parkland, just two and a half hours 
north of Melbourne, is the leading par-three 
course in the state, with some of the more 
challenging short threes you’ll find anywhere 
– with small greens making chipping of 
paramount importance, and the short but 
difficult rough punishing mistakes.

Of course, playing Parkland’s par-three 
course is also a lot of fun – even though 
holes-in-one are rare, with just one since 
the championships began in 2005 for men 
and 2006 for women.

The men’s and women’s events were 
consolidated in 2013, now played at the 
same course in the same week. The women’s 
36-hole tournament is played on 6-7 June, 
with the men playing 54 holes on 9-10 June.

Last year saw some of the finest players 
in the state put on an exhibition, with 
Cameron John of Commonwealth beating 
Royal Melbourne’s Matias Sanchez by two 
strokes and Jess Pickwick of Kilmore just 
edging Jo Flaherty of Commonwealth to 
claim her fourth Par 3 Championship.

But there’s also great competition to be 
had in the handicap events, with C-Grade 
divisions for both men and women added 
for the first time last year. Golf Australia 
handicap limits of 27.6 for men and 36.4 
for women apply. Entries close at 5pm on 
Friday 18 May 2018 unless a capacity field is 
reached beforehand. For more information 
visit http://www.golfvic.org.au/par3

Victorian Women's Country 
Championship, Foursomes 
Championship & Glenelg Cup
One week in July will see Yarrawonga 
Mulwala Golf Club host three premier 
events for women golfers in the country. 

The headline tournament, the Victorian 
Women’s Country Championship, will be 
held from Tuesday 23 to Friday 27 July, 
featuring 36 holes of strokeplay, before 
the top eight qualify for the matchplay 
knockout.

Last year Wodonga’s Casey Wild beat Jess 
Pickwick in a thrilling final to win for the 
second year in a row after Pickwick had 
taken the title in 2015.

With a handicap limit of 16.4 for the 
Championship, those off higher marks can 
enter the Glenelg Cup, also over 36 holes 
on the Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The Monday will also see the Victorian 
Women's Country Foursomes 
Championship. 

For more information visit 
http://www.golfvic.org.au/eventdisplay/9878.
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Tony Bickley got online and learned a life’s lesson.

Up Warburton way, 72km east of 
Melbourne, they’ve got an 18-hole golf 
course that’s well worth playing. It’s hilly, 
but the views of the surrounding ranges 
make it worth every step.

In the town there lived a 52-year-old 
disability pensioner facing the biggest 
struggle of his life. Tony Bickley had been 
a smoker for years and the arteries in 
his legs were so blocked, he was facing 
double amputation.

A keen golfer and Warburton member, 
Tony was pondering how he’d play the 
game without his legs. It wasn’t something 
he was looking forward to.

One afternoon, he went down to the 
club to help an elderly member who 
had volunteered to conduct a junior 
clinic. What happened in the next two 
hours totally changed Tony’s life and has 
breathed hope into his beloved golf club.

Tony loved working with the kids and after 
making some inquiries, he discovered 
that there was a pathway if he wished to 
continue. A pathway that would teach him 
what he needed to know to teach others.

It’s called the Community Instructor Online 
Course, an Australian Sports Commission 
national coaching accreditation scheme 

Online and 
Outback
Golf instruction has had to evolve to meet the needs of the modern world, where student and teacher might 
not be able to meet as easily or as often. STEVE PERKIN looks at two ways of teaching the game that move beyond 
the conventional, by empowering the community and by making the teaching pro more accessible.

that provides training for individuals 
wanting to teach others.

The golf program has been pulled 
together by the PGA of Australia and Golf 
Australia and replaces the Community 
Coach Program.

Like so many country clubs, Warburton 
was having trouble attracting younger 
players. If they bothered to come and look, 
they certainly didn’t hang around long – 
and the main reason was that there was 
nobody to teach them.

Tony stepped up.

“I helped that elderly gentleman and 
immediately realised I wanted to get 
involved,” he said.

“I did the online course which took about 
six hours and got my Working with 
Children Check. Now I conduct clinics 
every Tuesday afternoon for about two 
hours during the school terms.

“I love it. It’s made me realise that if I could 
start my life again, I’d be a primary school 
teacher. I never had children of my own. 
Doing this has made me see how enjoyable 
it is to see a smile on a child’s face.”

There have been other benefits. The golf 
club liked having Tony around and made 

him the club manager. And all the walking 
he does has been good for his legs. He is 
no longer facing a double amputation.

“Losing my legs was a real possibility 
but being so much more active, walking 
around this golf course, has been a real 
benefit and I’m a lot better.”

Tony’s clinics now attract about 20 young 
golfers, which is 20 kids who might have 
drifted off to other sports, or to nothing, 
had he not been qualified to help them.

From Golf Victoria’s point of view, Tony is 
a shining example of what the Community 
Instructor Online Course can offer 
individuals, juniors and the game in general.

Jayden Zeinstra, GV’s Junior Development 
Coordinator, said the instructor course 
came online about two years ago to 
replace face-to-face sessions, making it 
easier and more accessible.

“Now we have about 100 people who have 
done the course, most of them in the 
country. A lot of them are school teachers 
who have used the course to up-skill and 
to introduce programs at their school.”

For those interested, ask at your local club 
or go to communityinstructor.pga.org.au for 
all the details. 
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One hundred metres from the green and you pull out your 
wedge. You swing, but the ball floats hopelessly off the club 
and finishes way short. Just like your last wedge shot. And 
the one before.

You walk off the course thinking about what might 
have been had your wedge been working, and you 
ponder your options.

You might decide to be patient and hope things turn around. 
You might hit a practice fairway somewhere, but you’re smart 
enough to know that this might only ingrain bad habits.

Or you might get a lesson. 

If you choose this latter option, where do you start? If you 
don’t belong to a golf club with easy access to a teaching 
professional, it’s not that simple.

Well, actually it is.

Turn on your computer and go to YGPonline.net. Within 
minutes, you will find your nearest professional teacher and 
have booked your lesson. And if you’re prone to blaming 
your equipment, you can also book a fit-out for new clubs.

YGP stands for Your Golf Professional. It’s a website where 
about 90 PGA golf pros from around Australia have combined 
their services to bring the game to a wider audience.

In other words, they’re marketing themselves by being 
more readily and easily accessible to people who might be 
struggling with a wedge, or any other part of their game.

Portarlington head professional Matthew Milne joined YGP 
about five years ago. He said the benefit to his club of being 
with YGP is that it has improved his ability to market and 
promote the various golfing events held at Portarlington, 
such as fitting days and coaching programs.

He has also made two trips to Port Augusta with fellow 
YGP members as part of what has become known as the 
Remote Golf Program – conducting coaching sessions 
in remote centres.

The Remote Golf Program was started by the YGP group 
of professionals in 2010, in conjunction then with MyGolf. 
YGP national communications manager Mark Rainey said 
the program is dedicated to growing the game of golf 
around Australia.

“The first Remote Golf Program took place in Alice Springs. 
Some 500 indigenous kids attended and it was run by 
50 PGA professionals.

“It has now expanded nationally and similar programs have 
been held in Coober Pedy, Uluru, Alice Springs, Horsham, 
Bourke, Kalbarri and Kangaroo Island, teaching golf 
to young people who might not otherwise have the 
opportunity to play.”

Using equipment often donated by local club members, 
the professionals conduct clinics which, in most cases, 
are the first time the young kids have had any sort of 
exposure to golf.

“I have great memories from the trips I made,” said 
Matthew. “It’s satisfying to see the looks on their faces when 
they hit the ball properly for the first time.”

Find a pro… anywhere
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Thrill of 
Four-Ball 

Golf Victoria’s annual Four-Ball 
Championship attracted 891 pairs 
in 22 statewide qualifying rounds 
and had its finale at Sorrento 
and The National in March, 
with six amateurs who can now 
call themselves State Champions.

There are good amateur golfers and then 
there’s the rest: the overwhelming majority 
who battle around their local courses week 
after week with no big ideas or dreams.

Except, that is, when they qualify for the 
finals of Golf Victoria’s annual statewide 
Four-Ball Championship, which is now firmly 
established as a highlight for the average 
player wanting a taste of the big time.

After last year’s second round was 
abandoned because of heavy rain and 
lightning, the finals of the 2018 version 
were played in near-ideal conditions 
at Sorrento and the Ocean Course at 
The National on March 19 and 20.

A primary aim of the event is to allow 
ordinary golfers to play different courses 
around Victoria, including some of the 
elite ones, and experience the thrill of 
playing for a state title. 

And if the reaction from the players – both 
winners and non-winners – was a guide, 
this was achieved in spades, even though 
many struggled with the wind and super-
fast greens which are trademarks of golf 
on the Mornington Peninsula.

MIXED WINNERS: 
MAREE & NOEL FITZGERALD 
(COLERAINE)
Take the winners of the mixed event, 
husband and wife team Maree and 
Noel Fitzgerald, who qualified for the 
finals through the Horsham round.

They’re members at public sandgreen 
course Coleraine, which is shut between 
November and April because of a lack 
of water, meaning that for four months 
they have to drive half an hour to Hamilton 
or Casterton to play. 

Both were in awe of the tough Ocean 
course after their rounds of 41 and 45 
stableford points gave them a four-point 
win over John and Biljana Krunic from 
Hepburn Springs. 

“It’s magnificent,” Noel said. “We finished 
third here last year when it was raining 
and very wet and we thought we’d like 
to try to play this course again in good 
weather. Then we struck a windy day 
today, but it was good.”

Fittingly, Maree (handicap 40) and Noel 
(11), each contributed 43 points to their 
winning total of 86.

Another player thrilled just to be walking 
The National fairways was 19-year-old 
Latrobe member Sophie Thompson, who 
shared the first-round lead in the mixed 
event with partner Tony Tarrant.

Tarrant originally entered the men’s 
section with fellow club member Dan 
Thompson and they were due to play 
their qualifying round at Cranbourne in 
late January. But that was postponed 
because of 42-degree heat and when it 
was rearranged for the same course in 
mid-February, Thompson could not play 
because of a trip to China.

So Sophie stepped in to partner Tarrant 
in the mixed event and they topped the 
qualifier with 45 points.

They then grabbed another 44, off 
Tarrant’s handicap of 19 and Sophie’s 21, 
to lead on day one of the finals at Sorrento 

before a disappointing 34 points at The 
National saw them drop to sixth.

But Sophie was thrilled just to be there. 
“I’ve never played courses like this before,” 
she said. “It’s awesome.”

MEN’S WINNERS: 
DEAN & BLAKE ANDERSON 
(NORTHERN)
The men’s event was won by father 
and son team Dean and Blake Anderson, 
both members at Northern Golf Club 
in Melbourne’s northern suburbs.

They racked up 48 points on the first day 
to be two behind Leigh Graham and Todd 
Matthews from Axedale, near Bendigo. 
Graham and Matthews, who qualified 
through Rich River, then fired a very 
respectable 44 on the second day, for a 
total of 94, only to see new dad Blake and 
grandfather Dean come from behind with 
47 and a two-round tally of 95.

Dean (handicap 28) and Blake (12), qualified 
by finishing second in the very first qualifier 
at Commonwealth in early January.

“I had a good day [at Sorrento] but Blake 
hadn’t played for three weeks.” Dean said 

Maree and Noel Fitzgerald were third last year in the rain and first this year in the wind.
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Blake Anderson holds his son Teddy with proud granddad Dean taking care of the trophy.

Jane Rawlinson and Eils Tickell are already planning next year’s defence.

after the state final. “Everything clicked for 
me yesterday and then Blake was fabulous 
today and I’m very proud of him.”

So fabulous, in fact, that Blake knocked 
his tee shot to within 60cm on the 11th 
to add a nearest-the-pin prize to his four-
ball trophy. It rounded off a dream three 
weeks for Blake, whose wife, Lauren, 
gave birth to his first child, Teddy, 20 
days earlier.

It was the fourth attempt at the state 
title for the father and son pair, whose 
previous best was second in 2015.

“Last year was played in horrendous 
conditions and it was called off [on the 
second day]. This time conditions were 
good, despite the wind,” Dean said.

WOMEN’S WINNERS: 
EILS TICKELL 
(PENINSULA KINGSWOOD) 
& JANE RAWLINSON 
(VICTORIA) 
The winners of the women’s title were 
a little more familiar with The National’s 
Ocean course, as both of their husbands 
are members there and have taken them 
to play it ‘now and again’.

“They make us play from the red tees,” 
said Eils Tickell, a 15-handicapper from 
Peninsula–Kingswood, who led from start 
to finish with longtime friend Jane 
Rawlinson (25), a member at Victoria.

So when the women played from 
The National’s forward green tees in the 
final round, they may even have gained 
a second slight advantage.

Tickell and Rawlinson qualified at Portsea 
and then scored 45 points at Sorrento 

to lead by four from Bairnsdale qualifiers 
Julie Lambert and Marg McCullum. And 
they went on to win by five despite an 
ordinary second round of only 34, Tickell 
winning the nearest-the-pin on both days.

The pair described the event as a 
wonderful experience and expect to try 
again next year. “We have to defend our 
title,” they said.

The Victorian Four-Ball Championship is 
open to all golfers with a handicap who 
are members of affiliated clubs.

The 102 pairs that contested this year’s 
men’s, women’s and mixed finals earned 
the right through a series of 22 statewide 
qualifying rounds, which began at 
Commonwealth on January 8 and 
finished at Spring Valley on March 9.

The qualifiers reduced the 891 starting 
pairs to 52 teams of men, 24 of women 
and 26 of mixed for the 36-hole finals.

The event was sponsored by Bushnell 
Golf, which handed out 66 range finders 
across the course of the event.

RESULTS
MEN

Dean Anderson 
& Blake 
Anderson
Northern

48-47 
(95 points)

Leigh Graham 
& Todd 
Matthews
Axedale

50-44 (94)

WOMEN

Eils Tickell
Peninsula-
Kingswood

Jane Rawlinson
Victoria

 45-34 (79)

Debbie 
Fitzgibbon 
& Angela Griffin
Warrnambool

38-36 (74)

Jane Zhang
Rosanna

Allie Ai
Capital

39-34 (73)

MIXED

Maree & 
Noel Fitzgerald
Coleraine

41-45 (86)

Biljana Krunic 
& John Krunic
Hepburn Springs

43-39 (82)

Ros Gray & 
Richard Hogg
Yarrawonga

38-41 (79
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Mornington Peninsula’s Matthew Lever 
and Warrnambool’s Caleb Perry are two 
rising young out-of-town prospects who 
now share an outstanding feat.

Just 16, English-born Lever fired rounds 
of 75 and 73 at Rosebud Country Club to 
win both the 2018 Victorian Country Men’s 
and Boys’ Championships.

In doing so, he emulated the feat of Perry, 
who in 2017 became the first player to win 
the Country Men’s title while also eligible 
for the Boys’ title.

Lever, a member of The National’s Colts 
team, came from two shots back in the 
second round to win by one from Nhill’s 
Shane Grover and overnight leader 
Daniel Gill from Wodonga. 

Perry made a strong fist of his title 
defence, finishing equal fifth with rounds 
of 77 and 75 – but it was good enough to 
win the Colts’ Championship which, with 
his double last year, means he now has all 
three titles on his CV.

Lever’s performance to win this year’s 
double was all the more remarkable, 
considering the mental and physical toll 
of shooting a six-under 66 at Moonah Links 
in the first round of the club championships 
on the first morning before heading down 
the road to Rosebud.

Lever, who lives at Safety Beach, would 
add to the brilliant 66 with 76 and 75 
around Moonah Links’ Legends course the 
following two Saturdays, one stroke clear 
of the field, to be crowned club champion.

“I’ve been working pretty hard and it’s 
all starting to click into place. I’m playing 
much more consistently,” Lever said.

Matthew Lever on the way to victory at Rosebud.

Caleb Perry made it  three of a kind.

LEVER PULLS OFF 
THE PERRY DOUBLE
FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW, THE VICTORIAN COUNTRY MEN’S 
CHAMPIONSHIP HAS BEEN TAKEN BY A GOLFER ALSO ELIGIBLE FOR 
THE BOYS’ TROPHY. BRUCE MATTHEWS REPORTS. 
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He attributes much of the improvement 
to Sorrento Golf Club head pro Mark 
Williamson. The pair started working 
together only a couple of weeks before 
the run of state and club successes.

Lever grew up near Manchester, close to 
Royal Birkdale Golf Club. But he wasn’t 
attracted to the famous fairways as his 
passion was soccer and he didn’t take up 
golf until the family emigrated to Australia 
seven years ago.

He’s itching to make up for lost time with 
Birkdale high on the to-do list when he 
returns “home” next May with a group of 
mates to play courses and tournaments 
in England, Scotland and Ireland. Perry is 
another emerging talent from the bush, 
striving to tread the same golf path 
as a famous product of the notoriously 
windy Warrnambool Golf Club, Marc 
Leishman, currently Australia’s highest 
player on world rankings.

Watching Perry play a round of the 
Riversdale Cup was as entertaining and 
enthralling as it was unorthodox. With his 
collar-length hair, daring shot-making and 
self-admonishing manner, this teenager 
is certainly not your stereotypical junior.

But he was respectful of his playing 
partners and the game’s standards, always 
ensuring a frustrating bark was confined 
to the strolls between shots. 

“I’ve never had a paid lesson but Craig 
Bonney (Warrnambool club pro) has been 
very good to me with things like chipping 
and putting. He feels like more of a 
mentor for me,” Perry said.

“For me, coaching doesn’t really work. I 
just kind of do my own thing and, as you 
see out there, I’m a different player to 
everyone else.

“I like to show my emotions and just give it a 
red-hot crack. If you’re too serious, you lose 
interest and don’t have fun. When I’m going 
alright, I like to pump myself up in my mind.

“Everyone has their own way and that’s just 
me. If you know me well, you know who I 
am by that (attitude). Outgoing, a bit like 
Bubba Watson, but I’m not the cocky type.”

Perry won state titles in golf and basketball 
in pre-teen years in Mount Gambier and 
said his parents suggested at 13 that he 
had to make that inevitable sporting choice.

“You can always be good at everything but 

From left ,  Colts winner Caleb Perry, Men’s and Boys’ 
winner Matthew Lever and Men’s runner-up Shane Grover.

if you want to be outstanding at something, 
you have to focus on that,” he said.

He works two jobs, having left school 
after Year 11, and while he’s grateful to 
the employers who allow him time to 
pursue his love of golf, there’s a sense of 
frustration that country kids don’t get the 
recognition and opportunities of their city 
counterparts.

A member of last year’s winning 
Commonwealth Golf Club Colts 
team, Perry’s country base can be a 
disadvantage, evidenced by his less 
than ideal pre-match routine before his 
opening round pennant contest at Victoria 
Golf Club in March.

By necessity, he went through what’s 
normally an hour’s preparation in fast-
forward mode, forced to run from practice 
range to practice green to first tee after 
a delayed car trip from Warrnambool 
with his father Daryl. It’s a measure of the 
18-year-old’s steely resolve as much as 
shot skills that he won the match 6 & 5 
against his Royal Melbourne opponent.

“We got up at three o’clock, got organised 
and jumped in the car. We got there a bit 
late because we twice had traffic delays 
and it turned into a four-hour trip. 
I had about 10 minutes until my tee time, 
so I had a two-minute putt, ran to the 
range for two minutes and then straight 
back to the tee,” he said.

Perry is driven and heartened by 
Leishman’s achievements and advice 
after first crossing paths with his fellow 
Warrnambool member in a Surfers 
Paradise kebab shop as a 13-year-old in 
Queensland for the Adam Scott Invitational.

“It actually gives you the shivers thinking 
about it. I remember we asked him for 
advice. What he said to me was, ‘if you 
think you’re practising now, practise five 
times harder’,” he said.

Heading home after a practice session 
during summer, he got to play a few 
holes with his idol.

“I had done my practice and I was pretty 
tired. I heard someone call out to me from 
the third tee and Marc’s dad (Paul) said 
‘come and have a hit with us’. I didn’t see 
Marc who was around the other side 
(of the tee) and I went bright red,” he said.

“Marc comes out with us juniors as much 
as he can when he’s home. His dad (who 
works at the golf club) has also been great 
for me and other players.”

Perry is currently playing off plus-one. 
“At Warrnambool, you know you’re off 
a true handicap,” he grinned.
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Governance in clubs is an ever-increasing 
component of our administrative 
week. We are all fully aware of our legal 
obligations when it comes to more 
mainstream components such as audits, 
financials, employment, administration 
and discipline, however equal opportunity 
and discrimination are now more than 
ever front and centre when it comes to 
governance.

Clubs were welcomed to a presentation 
on Equal Opportunity in Golf at 
Huntingdale Golf Club early last month 
which launched a practical guide to 
preventing unlawful discrimination and 
harassment in Australia’s golf clubs.

golf report
Peter Busch
Golf Management 
Victoria, President

Equal Opportunity And 
Discrimination Governance

The guide was prepared by Golf Victoria 
in conjunction  with the Victorian 
Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commission and supported by 
Golf Australia and the R&A.

The guide reminds clubs they have 
a legal obligation to not discriminate 
against gender and minority groups and 
helps clubs understand their obligations 
under the Equal Opportunity Act 2010. It 
details their ‘positive duty’ to provide an 
environment free from discrimination, 
sexual harassment and victimisation, and 
to take ‘reasonable measures’ to eliminate 
these practices in their clubs and in 
membership policies.

Clubs play a key role in setting the 
standards of behaviour expected by 
their members – but, equally, must act as 
role models and ensure that sports and 
club memberships are provided without 
discrimination. Being treated unfavourably 
on the basis of certain attributes – for 
example sex, race, disability, age, religion, 
and sexual orientation – is against the law. 

One interesting aspect of the session was 
the discussion with regard to the current 
and future roles of Sub-Committees and 
how the Act applies. It is imperative for all 
clubs to understand their responsibilities 
under equal opportunities legislation and 
ensure their policies and procedures are 
fully compliant.
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Amidst all the wonders – the players, the courses, the 
shots, the championships – golf has a lengthy and 
not-so distinguished record of blatant discrimination 

towards just about everyone, expect perhaps the middle-class, 
middle-aged man. Women, children and anyone with skin 
colour other than white have long been forced to endure the 
unabashed snobbery of the game’s snooty and male-dominated 
establishment. All of which is nothing to be proud of, the 
greatest game of all continually and shamelessly soiled by some 
of the very worst aspects of human nature.

 Like almost anyone who has spent any time playing golf over 
the last 40 years or so, I have my own anecdotal evidence to 
underline the veracity of this sad history. Indeed, my initial 
experience of such nonsense started early, in my adolescence. 

Out playing with a friend one day, we were asked to “step aside” 
on the fourth tee by a Mister Blackburn, a man who was, single-
handedly, one of the slowest and least talented golfers in our 
home club. That both of us could beat him with one hand tied 
behind our backs – literally – was somehow lost on this misser 
of many points. He was an entitled adult, his unearned seniority 

allowing him to exert what he surely saw as his God-given 
superiority over mere children. 

That incident, burned forever in my memory, has lived with me 
down the years and, despite its obvious distastefulness, proved 
worthwhile in the longer term. Staring at Blackburn as he yet 
again duffed a drive, I felt both diminished and demeaned. But 
I resolved never to make anyone else feel the same way, young 
or old, male or female. And I hope I never have. 

A few years later, my first brush with golf’s deeply ingrained 
sexism made me stop and ponder a subject I had previously 
given little or no consideration. 

As a 20-year old member of the Scotland side competing in the 
1981 European Amateur Team Championship at the Old Course, 
I had the run of the Royal & Ancient Golf Clubhouse for the week. 
It’s a wonderful building, full of history and some magnificent 
trophies. Anyway, along with his fiancé, one of my closest friends 
was in St Andrews to watch the event. Innocently and, as it turned 
out, naively, I invited both of them into the clubhouse to have 
a look around. 

UNABASHED SNOBBERY AND
SEXISM HAS TO GO

by John Huggan

gallery
Cartoons: Paul Harvey
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“Sorry sir,” said the previously pleasant man on the door. “Your 
friend is welcome to enter, but the young lady must wait outside.”

Given that display of unabashed misogyny, it came as no 
surprise to later hear of the now legendary sign that once stood 
at the entrance to (another Open Championship host) the Royal 
St. Georges Golf Club: “No dogs, no women.”

To that we might add, “no children.” Not so very long ago, I was 
asked to leave the clubhouse at Dunbar Golf Club in Scotland. 
My crime? My son, then an infant in my arms, was wearing 
denim dungarees. Is it really any wonder that so many people 
have a predominantly negative image of golf?

The common factors in all of the above are the clubs 
themselves. All too often, these places are a long way from 
welcoming environments, especially for those wishing to try golf 
for the first time. Already intimidated by the inherent difficulty of 
the game, the last thing any potential newcomers need is to be 
further cowed and treated as third-class citizens. 

That things need to change is obvious. Just about everywhere 
on the planet, participation in golf is down, although it would 
be wrong to ascribe all of the decline to outdated attitudes 
inside the sport. Lifestyle changes have led to society as a 
whole having less leisure time. So taking five hours to complete 
18-holes clearly does not help, especially when there is so much 
competition for what time does remain available to people.

Sadly too, things look as if they might get worse before they get 
better. My friend, former Walker Cup player Ian Hutcheon, is a 
long-time member of the Monifieth club near Carnoustie. He 
talks of an upcoming “black hole” in the club’s membership, a 
huge gap that needs to be filled once his generation has gone. 

Still, on the other side of the ledger and if you know where to 
look, much is being done here and there to break down the 
many silly barriers to progress. In Scotland – where as many 
as half a dozen clubs have closed their doors over the last 
couple of years – I hear of many selfless volunteers who run 
flourishing junior sections at clubs across the nation. Where 
once there was only exclusivity, economic necessity has 
brought with it a new sense of inclusiveness. 

The R&A – bless them – has also awakened to the need for 
action. A recent report commissioned by the game’s rules-
making body outside the United States and Mexico concluded 
that, “a significant growth opportunity exists for golf if it can 
attract more women, girls and families into playing the sport 
more often.”

Amongst other things, the following was identified: the 
importance of establishing the optimum environment for family 
participation by being aware of the make-up of the modern 
family. More women in influential decision-making positions was 
also seen as vital.

All good. But there is, of course, a problem with the messenger. 
After almost 250-years of stubborn resistance, the Royal & 
Ancient Golf Club only recently admitted women members. Last 
I looked, their junior membership was holding relatively steady 
at zero. So the not-so subliminal message is clear: don’t do as 
we do, do as we say.

Which is where we came in. If tennis great Andre Agassi really 
was correct and image really is everything, then golf has a long 
way to go if it is to be seen as truly welcoming to all. Much work 
still needs to be done.

Oh, one last thing: screw you Mister Blackburn.

50    Golf Victoria






