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The Club: 
Known as Australia’s top golf course, Gove 
Country Golf Club (GC), is Australia’s most 
northern based golf club. Situated in the north-
eastern corner of Arnhem Land in the Northern 
Territory, the club is over 1,000km from the closest 
capital city, Darwin. The public access course and 
club is primarily run by volunteers and has no PGA 
Professional nor General Manager on site. 

The club has a total of 85 members (21% being 
female) and 51 junior members (49% female). 

Local Demographic: 
•  Population: 3,240 in Nhulunbuy region

•  Median age: 32 (national average 38)

•  Children aged 0-14 years: 27.7% of the 
population (average 18.7%)

•  People aged 65+ years: 4% (average 15.8%)

•  People born in Australia: 69.1% (average 66.7%)

•  Full-time workers: 71.1% of the population 
(average 57.7%)

•  Part-time workers: 18.2% (average 30.4%)

•  Median household weekly income: $2,152 
(average $1,438) 

The Story:
There are not many places where you can find 
as many girls hitting the golf course as boys, but 
that’s not the case at Gove Country GC since the 
launch of MyGolf Girls.

“MyGolf Girls is definitely a very successful model. 
I would recommend it as you can just pick it up 
and run with it,” stated Esther Rika, a dedicated 
volunteer who runs MyGolf at Gove GC.

The club has experienced great success with 
MyGolf over the years having attracted up to 400 
boys and girls to its programs since 2011. Recently, 
however, Esther noticed that numbers were 
starting to stagnate. 

“Golf Australia approached us about running an 
all-girls MyGolf pilot program and we thought, 
`Why not try things a bit differently?’. This format 
has proved to be extremely successful for us.

“For the first time, we had more girls than boys 
participating in MyGolf – that is 22 girls and 20 
boys registered for our Term 1, 2018 programs, 
which was a record for our junior club. 

On average, our junior girls’ participation across 
all programs for 2019 has been approximately 50% 
overall.” 

Esther says this initial success was because of a 
new and attractive product being offered for 

MyGolf girl participants hit the golf course!    

Bucking the trend - we have more girls than boys!

GOVE COUNTRY GOLF CLUB, NORTHERN TERRITORY 

Age, gender and ability appropriate entry level and participation pathway opportunities 

For the first time, we had 
more girls than boys participating 

in MyGolf 
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girls. “Not many of our girls in mixed programs 
transferred to the all-girls options, we instead 
attracted a whole new audience.” 

Gove GC was supplied with girl centric MyGolf 
marketing material. The club made great use of 
these resources, plastering posters around the 
local noticeboards and schools, as well as actively 
promoting online. 

One year on, the MyGolf Girls program offered on 
a Thursday after school continues to be a popular 
option. “More girls are participating in the all-girls 
class than mixed. I think the girls enjoy having their 
own time slot and space where they can create a 
positive environment,” Esther said. 

Aiming to progress the girls’ development, 
Gove GC runs its MyGolf program so that on 
each alternate week, the girls play a couple of 
holes. The club prices the program to include 
membership, so every MyGolf participant 
automatically becomes a junior member … this 
being $36 per year plus MyGolf registration ($50 
per term). 

“We then finish off the year with a big celebratory 
day,” Esther said. “We invite all children who have 
participated in MyGolf throughout the year to 
come and play a set number of holes (depending 
on their age and ability), followed by an awards 

presentation. Even the five-year olds get out and 
play three 100m holes!”

While the club has done a fantastic job 
implementing the MyGolf Girls program, it has not 
come without its challenges, especially one year 
on…. 

Challenges and Solutions:
“We have recently experienced a decline in 
numbers,” explained Esther.

“Many of our younger girls are wanting to try a 
variety of sports, so we may lose them for some 
time. Or, if we are not offering a fun enough 
experience and being strategic with the timing 
of our program, we will lose them for good to the 
likes of dance, gymnastics and swimming.

“An added challenge is the fact we have wet 
and dry seasons. Many people try and cram their 
sport for the year into the dry season, so sport is an 
extra competitive space in our region.”

With the introduction of a new gymnastics 
program in town, the club is currently revising its 
Thursday 4pm timeslot. 

“Continuing to be proactive with our marketing 
and recruitment as well as having volunteers 
to help run our programs has also been a 
challenge. Like most community sports, if you 
have one or two people championing and driving 
participation, your program will usually succeed. 
They key is, however, to engage a wider base of 
volunteers so that no one burns out.” 

More girls are participating in 
the all-girls class than mixed. I think the 

girls enjoy having their own time slot 
and space where they can create a 

positive environment,” 

Not many of our girls in mixed 
programs transferred to the all-girls 

options, we instead attracted a whole 
new audience.”

The girls have been fantastic 
role models to the younger girls. They 

have both done their Community 
Instructor training and are not only 
helping to coach our beginners but 
inspiring them to become the next 

generation of female golfers.”
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Sisters Katelyn (17 years) and Naomi (15 years) 
Esther, first learnt golf through MyGolf at the club. 
They are now helping out with the MyGolf Girls 
program at Gove. “The girls have been fantastic 
role models to the younger girls. They have both 
done their Community Instructor training and 
are not only helping to coach our beginners but 
inspiring them to become the next generation of 
female golfers.”

Learning: 
•  To expand your volunteer base, engage older 

juniors at the club. 

•  Do your research. Before setting up a program, 
map what other recreational and sporting 
activities are on offer to girls around your 
community. 

•  Try not to run your program simultaneously with 
other popular sports for girls such as netball, 
dance, callisthenics and swimming. In fact, 
approach these clubs to see if you can develop 
an inter-sports relationship. 

•  If you are seeing girls drop out of your programs, 
make sure you ask why and take on their 
feedback. 

•  Access MyGolf Girls marketing resources through 
Golf Australia. Upon activating a MyGolf Girls 
program via the MyGolf website, your club 
will have access to posters, brochures, media 
release template and digital assets. 

Learn more about MyGolf Girls at 
www.golf.org.au 

MyGolf graduates help younger girls to get started in golf 

https://www.golf.org.au/

